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What are materials used for?

During this unit of work, children will learn about different everyday materials such as wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, rubber, rock, fabric, paper and brick. They will identify the properties of these materials 
and conduct investigations to explore how different materials are better suited for different objects 
through well-known stories. Children will also explore how some of these materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and stretching them.

Key Vocabulary for describing materials:

By the end of the unit the children will be able to:
- • identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses

- • find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.


