


Aims of this session:

• To explain how phonics and Early Reading is taught at Woodford 

Primary School.

• To share information about the Phonics Screening Check.

• To explain how reading is taught in KS2.

• To give insight in how we support reading for pleasure at school.

• Tips on how to support your child with their home reading.
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What is Phonics?

• Phonics is the way most children are taught to read

• Children are taught to recognise letters and their associated sounds

• Breaking words down into the smallest unit of sounds (segmenting)

• Blending sounds together to read a word

• The phoneme is the smallest unit of sound

• The grapheme is the written format

• Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPC) means the relationship between 

spoken sound and its written form.

/c/ – /a/ – /t/ → cat



First Steps to Phonics 

Unit 1 - Phonological Awareness
• Voice Sounds

• Onomatopoeia

• Alliteration

• Rhythm and Rhyme

• Sound Discrimination

• Oral Blending and Segmenting

Unit 2 – Phonics Skills
• Children begin to hear, read and write graphemes.
• 35 Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPCs) 
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Phonemes can be represented by 

single letters, two letters or three 

letters. 

We use sound buttons to show each 

sound. 

digraph
trigraph

Split digraphs:

Sound buttons are shown 

as a ____ .

We say that the ‘e’ has a special 

job which is to turn the short 

vowel sound into a long vowel 

sound.

Sound Buttons 





Shared Reading

• Daily lessons

• Decoding green and red words

• Reading fluency

• Comprehension activities



Example Shared Reader 40: Highland Summer
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How can you support your child at home? 

• Establish a reading routine at the time of day that suits you and your child

• Read little and often, to and with your child 

• Read a variety of texts 

• Pre-read (walk through the book, look at pictures, make predictions, 
discuss characters and settings)

• Green words/ red words​

• Identify letters, digraphs, red words you have spotted in the text​

• Write in reading diary and address next steps (stickers).
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Phonics Screening Check 

(PSC)

• National, statutory assessment which takes place in June

• The check consists of 20 real words and 20 pseudo-words (alien words) that a pupil reads aloud to a familiar 

adult. Pseudo-words have a picture of an alien next to them

• The children are unaware of the assessment

• The children take the test in Year 1.

• If children do not pass the PSC at this stage, they will retake it at the end of Year 2

• Results are used to inform phonics teaching and extra support needed for the rest 

 of Year 1 and moving up to Year 2.



Year 2 Routes to Reading

• Routes to reading is designed to enable pupils to 
master their skills, knowledge and understanding for 
reading fluency and comprehension.

• Daily lessons – experiencing a range of genres and 
text types.

• The programme builds on pupil's phonemic 
knowledge, decoding, fluency and comprehension 
skills from year 1.



Choral Reading

• Reading together at a pace that allows them to decode 
unfamiliar works quickly.

Echo Reading

• Children repeat after the teacher, chorally, to practice 

reading fluently.

Partner Read

• Children read sections of the text with/ to their partner.

Independent Read

• Children read sections of the text independently.



Reading Comprehension Strategies and Question Types
Build Background

- Activate prior knowledge. Understand the text by drawing on what you already 

know or on background information and vocabulary.

Predict

- Use evidence from the text to say what may happen next, what events may 

unfold or how a character may behave. 

Clarify

- Understand what has been read.

- Check for understanding. If unsure, go back and read sections, use context and 

word knowledge to understand.

Question

- Ask and answer questions about part of the text.

Summarise

- Give the main points of the story or the text.



Year 3 Reading 

• Guided reading in key stage two 
develops deeper reading 
comprehension skills texts to build 
confidence with more complex 
reading material. 

• It moves beyond basic decoding to 
foster analytical skills, challenging 
all learners with high-quality texts 
and collaborative learning.

• Oracy - sharing opinions and 
answering questions about what we 
are reading.



Choral Reading

• Reading together at a pace that allows them to decode 
unfamiliar works quickly.

Echo Reading

• Children repeat after the teacher, chorally, to practice 

reading fluently.

Partner Read

• Children read sections of the text with/ to their partner.

Independent Read

• Children read sections of the text independently.



Content Domains

• The specific reading skills 
assessed in national tests, 
focusing on areas like vocabulary, 
retrieval, inference, linking 
information, and author's word 
choice/language.

• Taught using quality texts and 
questioning to build the following 
skills: comprehension, 
summarising, and critical analysis 
for deeper understanding and 
confidence.



Reading at home

• Children either bring home a free reader 
book from the library or a 2A, 2B or 2C 
book based on their reading ability and 
fluency

• All children have a library book

• Reading little and often, sharing 
interests and taking ownership of their 
reading

• Record reading at home in their reading 
diaries



Questions for storybooks

• What do you think will happen in this book?

• What has happened in the story so far?

• What will happen next?

• What do you think a specific character is thinking?

• How do you think a particular character is feeling? 

• Why do they feel that way?

• Why did a character act the way they did?

• What was the problem in this story?

• How was the problem solved?

• What happened in the end of the story?

• Did you like the story? Why did you like it? 

• Why did you not like it?

Questions for non-fiction books

• What facts did you learn?

• What did you find most interesting?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand?

• What would you like to find out more about?

How can you support your child at home? 



Reading for Pleasure
- School and classroom library

- Children’s input and interests

- Inviting and fresh!

- Accessibility

- Range of genres and text types 

- Focus on diversity and inclusivity

- Recommendations (Reader Teacher)

- Link with Simply Books

- Author visits

- Birthday books

- Outdoor library

- World Book day

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/bookmatch




Helpful Resources:

Phoneme Pronunciation FFT Success for All 
Phonics - Parents Portal on Vimeo
 
Glossary of terms Tips for Home Reading – 
Parent Portal (fft.org.uk)

Phonics Play
PhonicsPlay

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990
https://parents.fft.org.uk/tips-for-home-reading/
https://parents.fft.org.uk/tips-for-home-reading/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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