
Y11 Revision Support 
Evening

Thursday 27th March 2025 

Supporting students in achieving GCSE 
and L2 BTEC success



Aims for this evening:
★ Advice relating to high impact revision strategies;

★ Advice and tips for parents and carers in supporting children 

at this critical stage of their education;

★ Subject-specific advice from leaders of our core subjects.



What leads to success?
- A strong home school partnership

- Strong attendance

- Revision that is focused upon the right areas

- Good communication between students and teachers

- Having an end goal

- Getting a supportive balance



Supporting your child in Y11
As a school we support Year 11 pupils in the following ways:

● Ensure exam practice and study skills are embedded within every subject area

● Provide pupils and parents with key information to support revision 

● Ensure that homework tasks support revision 

● Run a comprehensive revision programme 

● Provide revision materials

● Have a web page dedicated to Y11 revision and study skills 

● Offer tutoring / extra study sessions

● Offer academic mentoring to students who need additional support



Why are mock exams 
important?
Assessment of knowledge - assess your current knowledge and understanding

Building confidence - make you feel more prepared for final exams

Practice under exam conditions - simulate the actual exam environment; get 
you accustomed to time constraints

Identifying weaknesses - reveal your strengths and weaknesses in specific 
topics or subjects; this then allows for more focussed revision

Feedback - explanation for answers you performed less well on, 
helping you to improve; identifying areas to work on.



Why is Revision Important?
Effective revision can make a significant difference in 
achieving better grades and opening up future 
educational and career opportunities

★ Consolidates learning

★ Improves understanding

★ Increases retention of key concepts

★ Boosts confidence

★ Reduces exam anxiety

★ Enhances performance during the actual exams



Performance vs Learning
Performance

Refers to the gains that occur during the initial 
learning. Understanding sits in the working/short 
term memory.

We forget things in our working memory quite 
quickly as understanding is shallow.

Short term performance strategies can trick us 
into thinking we understand something. In effect 
we mistake fluency or familiarity with true 
understanding

Deep learning

Refers to a permanent change in knowledge 
and understanding. 

Once understanding is encoded in our long term 
memory it stabilises and we can retrieve it when 
we need it.

Strategies that support deep learning require the 
learner to think hard and grapple with difficult 
and challenging material or concepts.

These strategies make learning seem more 
difficult.



What the research tells us doesn’t work

Rereading

Gives pupils the 
impression that they 
know the content- 
however they are not 
‘thinking hard’ so are not 
learning

Re-writing

Gives pupils the 
impression that they 
know the content- 
however they are not 
‘thinking hard’ so are not 
learning

Cramming

Leave it late and pupils 
will be anxious, panic 
and resort to techniques 
that don’t work!



10 Revision Strategies

1. Flashcards
2. Paired testing with friends / family
3. Retrieval tasks
4. Quiz apps
5. Dual coding
6. Cornell notes
7. Revision clocks / mind maps
8. Mnemonics
9. Practice questions & past papers

10. Blank Page Retrieval





What can you as a parent do?
The next 3 months are tough you can support in the following 
ways:

- Acknowledging the challenge
- Taking an interest in the subjects and topics that your child 

is studying, quiz them on flashcards
- Help them to be organised 
- Draw up a study timetable and help them stick to it
- The exam period is particularly busy but much can be 

achieved during this period 



What can you as a parent do?
The next 3 months are tough you can support in the following 
ways:

- Manage distractions
- Make sure they have an appropriate space to work in
- Ensure they take appropriate breaks
- Reward them for their hard work - build in downtime/treats 

into the weekly schedule

 





Keeping healthy

- Diet is important 
- Ensure they are getting a decent amount of sleep
- Encourage exercise
- We have support available for pupils that are struggling 

with stress and anxiety  

 





Science



The key messages
● The single most important thing is fact learning

● Students who underperform invariably do so due to a lack of the ability to 
recall the meaning of 

○ key terms (eg ionic)
○ processes (eg diffusion)
○ required practicals (eg Elasticity)

● This year, students will get a full equation sheet
○ This means that grade boundaries  will assume students will get more marks on 

calculations than usual, so written explanations will make more difference to your grade



Key information
Separate science (biology, chemistry & 
physics)

Combined science (life and physical)

Higher tier: 4 - 9 (safety net of 3)
Foundation tier: 1 - 5

2 papers for each - 1 hr 45 mins each
(6 papers total)

AQA 8641, 8642, 8643

Higher tier: 44 - 99 (safety net of 43) 
Foundation tier: 11 - 55

2 papers for each - 1 hr 45 mins each
(4 papers total)

AQA 8645

Questions are a mix of multiple choice, short answer, calculation and extend response styles. They will 
cover recall of knowledge, application and scientific skills.
Students must have the following equipment:

- Pen
- Pencil
- Ruler
- Eraser
- Scientific Calculator                                          PLUS a protractor for Physics  (separates)      



Know what’s on each paper
● Synergy google classroom support: 

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMwODM0
MDU0NTcz?cjc=bopno26

● Chemistry: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzMTA2
NDczNjUz?cjc=tedtg2w

● Biology: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzODc2
ODMxNTgx?cjc=mie2ckc

● Physics: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMyNzgzO
DEzODQ2?cjc=pxtewic

● https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z
w488mn

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMwODM0MDU0NTcz?cjc=bopno26
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMwODM0MDU0NTcz?cjc=bopno26
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzMTA2NDczNjUz?cjc=tedtg2w
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzMTA2NDczNjUz?cjc=tedtg2w
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzODc2ODMxNTgx?cjc=mie2ckc
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzODc2ODMxNTgx?cjc=mie2ckc
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMyNzgzODEzODQ2?cjc=pxtewic
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMyNzgzODEzODQ2?cjc=pxtewic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw488mn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw488mn


Learning key information
Quizzing is the most effective way of memorising key facts.

Self quiz

I knew the 
answer

Quiz again

I didn’t know 
the answer

Read or watch to 
remind then quiz 
again.

Shortly afterA while after



Methods of self quizzing
High quality flashcards – use the specification, 

CCT’s, knowledge organisers, reputable 
publisher.

Educake – a platform that the school subscribes 
to with an inbuilt revision wizard and the ability 
to write your own quizzes. www.educake.co.uk

http://www.educake.co.uk/


Using Educake for revision
● Students can set quizzes for themselves in Educake to support with their revision.

● They can do this by using the Revision Wizard or by accessing the study and quiz 
yourself section.



Revision wizard
The Revision Wizard is for when you want to practice on your own but would like some 
guidance. It analyses the questions you've answered in Educake and makes quizzes to 
help you improve on your weaknesses and make sure you don't forget what you've 
already learned.
First, you can choose whether you want to learn something new or revise what 
you've learned. You can also choose "I'm not sure" and the Revision Wizard will pick 
for you.

You can also read the topics study guide first if you need a refresher.



Study and quiz yourself



Application
Once you know some facts practice application.
- Complete exam papers (sometimes timed), 

use mark schemes and examiners reports. 
- Educake quizzes – read the feedback 

carefully, it will help you understand the 
thinking process.

- Online exam paper walkthroughs. 



Other useful resources for learning the facts
● https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu videos for the key facts of each topic
● https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons for great simple videos (particularly for Foundation)
● https://www.youtube.com/@MalmesburyEducation for required practicals (outstanding videos)
● https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten for paper deep dives and revision

● https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ for revision materials and past papers

● https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8465/assessment-resources – for synergy papers (trilogy papers are 
good practice but are organised differently)

● https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources for chemistry papers (trilogy papers 
are good practice but do not cover all of the content)

● https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources for biology papers (trilogy papers are 
good practice but do not cover all of the content)

● https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources for physics papers (trilogy papers are 
good practice but do not cover all of the content)

Useful resources for application

https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/@MalmesburyEducation
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8465/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources


The formula sheet does not solve all 
problems

Common issues:

● Copying down equation 
incorrectly

● Using the wrong equation
● Not knowing the measurement 

units (e.g. acceleration)



Exam - common issues

Students must refer to information 
from the figure in their answer

E.g. typing a text message increases 
reaction time by 35%...



Exam - common issues

Cognitive overload

Students get distracted by the 
calculation and forget the additional 

instructions



Practical method questions (mainly 
physics)

��
��
��
��

Measurement & what you 
measure it with
(e.g. Voltage with a Voltmeter)

What you will change & 
calculate
(e.g. add 1 resistor in parallel 
each time, resistance will be 
calculated by using R=V/I)

Validity - What needs to stay the 
same

Safety



Dos and don’ts

DO
● Use flashcards and 

look-cover-write-check to memorise 
facts

● Practice past papers (simple googling 
will find these)

● Do, and re-do, exam questions with a 
few days gap to embed the learning

● Attend every revision session offered 
in school

DON’T
● Just watch videos or copy out notes – you 

have to do something active, like summarise 
or practice questions

● Start late.  You need to start revising now.

● Cram revise. You need to do revise 
continuously over weeks to build robust long 
term memory which will withstand the stress 
of the exam room.



English



English Language: 
Context and the main ‘pitfalls’: 

✔ The stigma surrounding – English Language and the myth that you cannot revise as it is a skills 
based subject. 

✔ The question stems will always stay the same – this means that students can revise the 
requirements for each question. Experiences of examining – the requirements of bespoke to 
each question. It is important that this can be recalled. (Loom)

✔  Students struggle with timing – lots of planning is needed. Students should immerse 
themselves in a range of texts. 

 Revision strategies to support: 

✔ Flash cards, which detail the requirements for each question and subject 
terminology.

✔ Lots of practice using historical mock exams. Rather than creating full 
answers, students should create quote explosions to offer quick and easy 
plans for each of the question. This provides excellent exposure, supports 
timing and also allows students to develop the skill. 

✔ ‘Little and often’ i.e answer an 8 mark question (P1 Q2 or Q3) and time 
yourself 12 minutes. 

✔Revise the requirements of the high tariff questions. 







Pupil support pack



Focus on high tariff questions: Loom videos

Paper 1, Question 4 20 marks
- 20 marks = 4-5 PETAZL paragraphs

Paper 1, Question 5 40 marks
- Golden paragraph structure
- Use the planning grids we use in class. 
- Adopt the sky phrases and key vocabulary. 







Focus on high tarif questions

Paper 2, Question 4 16 marks
- 16 marks = X2-3 comparison A 

PETAZL B PETAZL paragraphs

Paper 2, Question 5 40 marks
- Use the planning grid we use in 

class to give structure. 



English Literature: 
Context and the main ‘pitfalls’: 

✔  Students can feel overwhelmed with the sheer volume of revision – substantial texts. 

✔  Students often feel the exam is a memory test – this is not the case. 

✔  It is important to develop your skill and revise essay structure, i.e. introduction, four key events in 
chronological order, carefully considering: 

- Character development throughout a text

- Writer’s intentions – the message behind each text

- Structural significance – why is it structured the way it is. 

Revision strategies to support: 
✔ Quotation flash cards, based on character and theme.
✔ Character arcs – how characters develop throughout the text. 
✔ Map from memory - try the two-stage approach for GCSE English Literature Firstly, plan an exam question with 

no notes or books in front of you to help, as a mind-map. See how much you actually remember testing your 
retrieval practice of information!
Then go back to your in-class and revision notes, as well as looking at the text.
Use this information to add in anything you forgot to include (using a different colour) when you answered the 
question. This will help you to remember the notes more vividly.



JJA



JJA



Pupil support pack





Maths





Subject Knowledge



Application





Individualised Revision List







Dr Frost





Students have a booking email (school email address) - please try and get this 
booked in tonight - we need to know accurate numbers for planning purposes.
Please book into correct sessions (tier/band)

Easter revision programme



Mr Berry Tuition Support Ext. 338

Miss O’Brien Pastoral Leader Ext. 317

Mr Wilson Y11 Achievement Ext. 224

Mr Crosland Assistant Headteacher Ext. 223

Key Contacts





Any questions?


