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There are 3 GCSE maths exams, each 90 minutes long:

Paper 1 – Non-Calculator Paper 2 – Calculator Paper 3 – Calculator

Your child will then be given a number grade from 1-9 for their results. Grade 9 is the highest grade 
a student can achieve on higher tier, or a grade 5 on foundation tier. A grade 5 is a ‘strong pass’. 
Your child will either be taking foundation or higher tier. Our exam board for maths is AQA.

The run up to exams and mock exams, as well as the exam period itself, can be incredibly stressful 
for children; we all want to support our children in their preparation for exams.

Here are some tips and resources which might help you to support your child in their preparation 
for the maths GCSE exams and their mock exam period:

• Set some time aside with your child and create a revision timetable. This will help your child to 
organise their revision and use their time to maximum effect. To maintain their concentration, 
build in breaks for food or just to be away from their revision. More information on preparing for 
a maths exam and approaches to problem solving follow later on, which can help you to start 
thinking about different approaches and techniques your child can use in their maths exams, as 
well as their revision. Please remember that maths homework also contributes to your child’s 
revision.

• Where possible, your child needs a quiet space away from distractions to revise effectively. They 
should have a desk/ table/ bench to work on.

• Ensure your child drinks plenty of water.
• Ensure they get plenty of sleep! Always build in time at the end of the night for your child to 

unwind away from revision.
• They must always remember to eat breakfast – especially on exam day!
• Make sure bags are packed the night before to avoid a panic on the day. Checking that pencils are 

sharpened, calculators are working and pens have some ink left is key!

Resources available for revision:
• The school website has a wealth of revision resources for maths. Go to Learning > Our 

Curriculum > Maths. More information on this follows.
• Sparx maths is an excellent revision resource which your child should be familiar with using. It 

features a system called XP-Boost where they earn points for tasks and has a vast independent 
learning section.

• Corbett maths has a video for each topic with worked examples and explanations, exam 
questions with worked solutions, and textbook exercises with answers for your child to self mark 
their work.

• Onmaths is a website which has online mock exams and individual topic tests, which are marked 
for you.

• MathsMadeEasy is another excellent website, with written revision notes which your child could 
turn into flash cards, practice exam questions and online tests.

• Your child’s maths book and past assessments are also excellent resources for revision, as they 
contain personalised feedback. Green box examples should be focused on the correct way to 
answer a question.
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for Preparing for Maths Exams
Maths revision should be mostly active; your child should be spending most of their time working 
through the kinds of questions that come up in exams, instead of reading about how to answer these 
questions. If your child is struggling to answer a question, only then should they look up the method 
for solving it.

Practice papers are a good way to get used to exam-style questions and the format of the exams. Your 
child’s maths teacher will be providing your child with lots of these in the run up to exams and in class. 
Practice exam questions are just as effective and can be found on the websites mentioned previously.
Whilst your child is working through practice questions and practice papers, every time they need to 
look up a method or a formula, they should write this down. Eventually, all of the information that they 
have had to look up will become a personalised list of facts and formulae to revise before the exams. 
Your child can get blank flashcards from their tutors at school which they may wish to utilise to make 
revision cards. Setting aside time with your child to use these flashcards to test them is an excellent 
revision tool. We also sell ready made flashcard packs and revision guides in school.

The formulae that your child will need to remember is available as a downloadable poster on the 
maths section of the school website.

Problem Solving
Problem solving is a major part of the new GCSE format. There will be questions in each paper which 
could be unlike anything your child may have seen before. In this situation, we need to encourage 
them not to panic or assume that they don’t know how to answer it! They may well know all of the 
maths content needed to solve to problem, the challenge is working out what they have to use. In 
maths lessons we use the following hints to help children through a problem solving question:

What do you see? What do you know? What do they want?

What shapes can you see in 
the diagram? What are the 
key pieces of information? 
What key command words 

can you pick out (e.g. 
calculate/prove)?

What formulae do you know 
that apply? What do you 

know about the angles/sides 
in these shapes? Can you 

form an equation to describe 
the situation?

What is the question asking 
for? Have you got enough 

information? Have you written 
down the units or are they 

provided? Have you rounded 
to the required degree?

What do you see?
Triangle ABC is equilateral
Triangle CDE is isosceles
Angle CED is 28°
B, C and D are on a straight line
What do you know?
Angles in a triangle add up to 180°
Equilateral triangles have all equal angles, so 
180 ÷ 3 = 60°
Isosceles triangles have two equal angles at the 
base. 180 − 28 = 152°. 152 ÷ 2 = 76°
Angles on a straight line add up to 180°
180 − 76 − 60 = 44°
What do they want?
The angle x is 44°

Encourage your 
child to use and 

annotate diagrams
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for Preparing for Maths Exams
The maths page on the school website can be found here:

P

Here you will find an overview of each year of our curriculum. Years 7-10 have knowledge organisers 
attached to each block of learning. These are useful for our Y11 pupils as they summarise the learning 
they have already worked on in previous years.
Under the Y11 section, you will see an overview of the scheme of learning for the year, followed by a 
number of useful resources.

The ‘revision plan’ is a chunked schedule which your child 
should follow to ensure they have covered the whole course in 
time for the summer exams. 
The formulae sheets are downloadable posters with all of the 
formulae your child will need to remember for their exams. 
The ‘Revision Guides…’ are downloadable booklets of notes and 
exam question practice, targeted at different grades, for your 
child to utilise in their revision – their maths teacher will be 
able to provide them with the answer booklets. 

An example of a Year 10 knowledge 
organiser available on the maths page

The highlighted 
documents are revision 
mats for each strand of 
mathematics. They 
summarise the key 
content that your child 
will need to know with 
examples.

An example 
of a page of 
a revision 
mat for 
foundation.
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