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It is important to note that the aim of this policy is to support students in achieving their full 

academic potential by obtaining a set of qualifications which will enable them to progress to Higher 

Education, Employment or obtain an Apprenticeship.  

The vast majority of students successfully complete their Year 12 and Year 13 courses and 

progress automatically between Year 12 and Year 13. 

Year 12 to Year 13 

Students are required (except in exceptional circumstances) to progress onto a study programme 

of over 540 hours in Year 13. This involves the study of the equivalent of 3 A-level courses in Year 

13. For students who are studying the equivalent of 4 A-Level courses in Year 12 this will usually 

involve deciding which 3 they wish to pursue to completion during Year 13 however this is reviewed 

on a student by student basis. 

- Students usually carry on their BTEC courses unless there is significant evidence that they 

will not be able to complete the examined elements of the qualification. This may be the 

case where students have failed any externally assessed units in Year 12. 

 

- Students are able to carry on any examined course in which they have obtained 45% or 

more in their end of Year 12 assessments and a graded outcome not ‘unclassified’.  

The school will support any student who does not meet this criteria in investigating 

alternative curriculum options which will allow them to progress successfully into Year 13. 

 
Situations where a student is not able to progress from Year 12 to Year 13: 

- Where they are unable to carry on with courses which would provide a suitable programme 

of study for them of over 540 hours and where no suitable alternative curriculum can be 

found. 

 

- Where they have refused to complete one or more compulsory elements of the course (for 

example not submitting all the coursework required or refusing to take any examination).  

 

- Where the student has an attendance of less than 85% with no evidence of medical or 

related conditions. 

 

Where a student has not met the criteria to progress into Year 13 it may be appropriate for them 

to restart Year 12 in the following circumstances: 
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- An alternative curriculum is available which is likely to lead to a more successful outcome. 

Due to the way in which sixth form study is funded it is not usually possible to repeat more 

than one course, meaning that the majority of the study programme will be in new subjects 

or courses. 

 

- Where the student has shown a consistently positive attitude to their studies and are 

prepared for the challenge of returning to study outside of their peer-group. Such students 

are likely to have had high levels of attendance (other than for medical absence), excellent 

punctuality, and high levels of engagement as evidenced through modular and full reports. 

 
Year 13 to Year 14 

The vast majority of students in the sixth form complete their studies at the end of Year 13 before 

moving on to University, Further Education, Employment or elsewhere.  

For a very small number of students, perhaps because of extended medical absence, personal 

circumstances or a significantly poorer than expected performance it can be appropriate to return 

to Sixth Form for a Year 14. 

The school only accepts students into Year 14 where they have been enrolled for the duration of 

Year 13 at Whickham School. 

The school looks at each case individually using the following general principles: 

- The student must not be aged 19 before the start of the academic year in which they would 

study. 

 

- The student must return to study the equivalent of at least 540 hours – this would usually 

mean studying the equivalent of 3 A-level courses.  

 

- Due to the nature of the funding system funding is only provided for new courses. Students 

wishing to re-take previous courses will be required to fund their own resources and 

examination fees. 

 

- The student must show a consistently positive attitude to their studies and are prepared for 

the challenge of returning to study outside of their peer-group. Such students are likely to 

have had high levels of attendance (other than for medical absence), excellent punctuality, 

and high levels of engagement as evidenced through modular and full reports. 

 

- Where a student performed poorly in Year 13 there must be a clear reason why it would 

be expected that their performance would improve if they returned. 

 

Parents who are unhappy with a decision have the right to appeal. 

In the first instance appeals should be made in writing to the Head Teacher within 10 school days 

of the original decision. The Head Teacher will arrange to discuss the appeal (usually within 10 

school days). Any parent who is still unhappy with the outcome after meeting with the Head 
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Teacher has the right of appeal to The Education Funding Agency (EFA).The appeal must be made 

in writing within 10 school days. 

 
 
 


