
Year One Reading Spine 

Webheath’s school reading spine is a selection of books children will be exposed to in each year they journey through the school.  These books have been carefully chosen 

to expose our pupils to a broad and rich range of text types by drawing on Doug Lemov’s 5 Plagues of Reading.  In addition, we have included specific poetry material the 

children will experience through the course of the year. 

Text children will be 
exposed to in Year 1: 

The True Story of the 3 
Little Pigs- John 
Scieszka   
(Narratively Complex)  

  
 

When the Rain Comes- 
Tom Pow (Non-linear 
Sequence, Diversity)  

  
 

Traditional tales e.g. 
Jack and the Bean 
Stalk, Little ed Riding 
Hood, Princess and 
the Pea 
(Archaic) 

The Book with No 
Pictures- B J Norvak 
(Resistant Text)  

 
 

The Tiger Who Came to 
tea (Complexity in 
symbol/plot)  

  
 

Other high quality 
books specific to Year 
1: 

Grandpa- John 
Burningham  
(Non-linear Sequence)  

 
 

Beegu- Alexis Deacon 
  

 
 

The Wolf Story- What 
Really Happened to 
little Red Riding Hood 
– Toby Forward 
(Narratively Complex)  
 

 
 

The Snail and the 
Whale-Julia Donaldson  

 
 
 

Not Noe Bernard- 
David McKee 
 (Resistant Text)  

 
 

Poetry children will be 
exposed to in Year 1: 

Ning Nang Nong- Spike 

Milligan (resistance text) 
 

Puffin Book of Fantastic 

First poems- June 

Crebbin 

 

The More it Snows- 
A.A. Mine (archaic) 

  



 


