SAFEGUARDING

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)
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While there is still no legal definition of ‘Child Criminal Exploitation’ or CCE, it is increasingly being recognised
as a major factor behind crime in communities across Greater London and the UK, while also simultaneously
victimising vulnerable young people and leaving them at risk of harm.

CCE often occurs without the victim being aware that they are being exploited and involves young people
being encouraged, cajoled or threatened to carry out crime for the benefit of others. In return they are
offered friendship or peer acceptance, but also cigarettes, drugs (especially cannabis), alcohol or even food
and accommodation.

Children as young as 10 or 11 are being groomed to enter gangs and commit crime on behalf of older
criminals. These young people are being exploited and, by being persuaded or lured into carrying out illegal
activities, often with the promise of something they desire as a reward, they become incredibly vulnerable.

Victims of CCE are often fearful of getting into trouble themselves — for the very actions they have been
exploited into carrying out — so it can also be difficult to get these young people to come forward and speak
out about their situation.

If you have any concerns regarding Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE), please refer them to our Designated
Safeguarding Lead, askforhelp@tchs.org.uk

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
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https://spark2life.co.uk/
http://boxupcrime.org/
https://www.fearless.org/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/services/london-gang-exit-lge/
https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/
https://www.lifelineprojects.co.uk/
https://www.stgilestrust.org.uk/
https://www.futureyouthzone.org/
https://paceuk.info/
https://paceuk.info/
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https://benkinsella.org.uk/
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/

