
2023 GCSE Results



Overview

Students at Trinity have consistently achieved well in their GCSEs.

2023 GCSE attainment remains very strong and above national statistics with the school once again

securing very high standards at KS4.

Of the 24 GCSE subjects, 18 achieved 80%+ 9-4.

71% of all grades are 9-5. 70% of students achieved 5+ 9-5 passes and 16 subjects achieved a 9-5 of

70% and above.

Top Grades: Achievement at the top end is excellent. The percentage of students achieving 5 or more

top grades at 9-7 remains outstanding at 29%. 7% of all entries were grade 9 and 33% of all entries were

grades 9-7.



Progress 8 

What is Progress 8?

This score shows how much progress pupils at

this school made across 8 qualifications between

the end of key stage 2 and the end of key stage 4,

compared to other similar pupils nationally.

+0.4 (2023) Outstanding

The average score for all state-funded schools in

England is -0.03
• A score of 0.4 means that pupils at Trinity achieve up to half 

a  grade higher in each qualification than other similar 
pupils nationally.

• Pupils in our school are making above-average expected 
level of progress. 



Attainment 8

What is Attainment 8?

Schools get a score based on how well

pupils have performed in up to 8

qualifications.

The Attainment 8 score, which measures a

student’s average grade across eight

subjects, is 56.9

(National: 46.2)

(Local Authority Average: 54.5)



Attainment in English and Mathematics 

➢ The percentage of students achieving at least
grade 5+ in both English and mathematics is
66%. (National: 45%)

➢ The percentage of students achieving at least
grade 4+ in both English and mathematics is
86%. (National: 65%)

➢ Best of both English Language and English
Literature: Taking the best achievement of
either English Language or English Literature
94% of students secured a grade 4.



Another outstanding year of results at GCSE 

Thank you

Progress 8 Attainment 8 Grade 5 or 

above in 

English and 

Maths 

Grade 4 or 

above in 

English and 

Maths

Top Grades 9-

7 

(All entries)

+0.4 

(National: 

-0.03)

56.9

(National: 

46.2)

66%

(National: 

45%)

86%

(National: 

65%)

33%

(National: 

N/A)



Mrs Brennan-Smith 

- Fourteen years teaching 

- Eleven years as a Head of Year 

- Three years as an Assistant Headteacher in charge of behaviour

- Taken three Year 11 cohorts through their GCSEs 

- Taken 14 GCSE English classes through their GCSEs 



Supporting your child during 
GCSEs

• GCSEs open doors for students to continue on their education to 
become strong and independent members of our community. 

• It’s not just about getting lots of 9s (even though that’s nice!), it’s 
about preparing young people for the hard work and dedication they 
need to succeed. 

• This starts now. Not in March, or April or May. 



Every year I see this…

September 
Usually after first mocks or 

Christmas 



Preparation for parents is key! 

• Anxiety is a completely normal response to exams and it’s 
important that parents prepare themselves for possible 
signs of this i.e. mood swings, tears, lethargy or even 
anger. 

• If you notice their anxiety is building, sit down with your 
child and encourage them to open up. Think about your 
own experiences of exams or otherwise to make them 
aware that they will get through it. Avoid pressure or 
comparing to other siblings. 

• Check in with them regularly, check Satchel One for their 
homework to make sure it’s being completed and ask to 
look at their revision timetable. 

• Remain as positive as possible! Even if your own anxiety is 
starting to grow, remain positive and upbeat with them. 

• School is always here to help and advise. 



One of the biggest 
barriers our students 

face is a fear of failure. 

“But I thought it was 
wrong so I didn’t say 

anything” 

There are many benefits to 
failure before your GCSEs

- Develops resilience 
- Builds strength of 

character
- Learning! 
- Helps identify strengths 

and weaknesses
- Builds creativity and 

problem solving 



This rectangular frame is made from 

5 straight pieces of metal.
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5 This rectangular frame is made from 5 straight pieces of metal.

12 m

5 m

 The weight of the metal is 1.5 kg per metre.

 Work out the total weight of the metal in the frame.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kg

(Total for Question 5 is 5 marks)

The weight of the metal is 

1.5 kg per metre.

Work out the total weight of the metal 

in the frame.

5
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4

3 cm
A B

D C

3 cm

x cm

x cm

 The area of square ABCD is 10 cm2.

 Show that  x2 + 6x = 1

(Total for Question 4 is 3 marks)

The area of square ABCD is 10 cm2.

Show that x2 + 6x = 1

June 2017 Paper 1 (Non-Calculator): June 2017 2017 Paper 1 (Non-

Calculator):

Foundation Q 23 and Higher Q 4 Foundation Q 24 and 

Higher Q 5



Working or answer an 

examiner might expect to see

Mark Notes

52 + 122 P1 This mark is given for the start of a process of to use 

Pythagoras’ theorem

(52 + 122) = 169 = 13 P1 This mark is given for a process to find the length of the 

diagonal

5 + 5 + 12 + 12 + 13 = 47 P1 This mark is given for a process to add all the lengths

47  1.5 P1 This mark is given for multiplying the total length by 1.5

70.5 (kg) A1 This mark is given for the correct answer only

(Total 5 marks)

Working or answer an 

examiner might expect to see

Mark Notes

(x + 3) × (x + 3) M1 This mark is given for writing the area using algebraic terms

x2 + 3x + 3x + 9 = 10 M1 This mark is given for expanding (x + 3)(x + 3)

x2 + 6x = 1 A1 This mark is given for rearranging to give the given 

expression

(Total 3 marks)

Solutions:





Thursday 16th May 2024 (am)

Monday 3rd June 2024 (am)

Monday 10th June 2024 (am)

Summer 2023 GCSE Mathematics 
exam dates (provisional)



Wednesday 8th November 9am
Paper 1 – Non Calculator (80 marks) 
1 hour 30 minutes

November mock exams 

Wednesday 15th November 1pm
Paper 2 – Calculator (80 marks) 
1 hour 30 minutes

Tuesday 31st October
Friday 3rd November

Walking Talking Mocks in lessons



• black pen

• pencil

• rubber

• 30cm ruler

• sharpener

• compass

• 180° protractor

• scientific calculator (eg. Casio CLASSWIZ FX-83GTX, FX-85GTX, 991EX)

Essential maths equipment needed for exams



https://education.casio.co.uk/products/gtx

Know your calculator



November mock higher revision list 



November mock foundation revision list 



Online:

✓ MathsWatch
✓ Corbettmaths
✓ Pinpoint Learning

Revision resources:

Write-on:

✓ Edexcel practice papers
✓ Collins textbook
✓ Exercise books



CGP

CGP Revision Guides and Workbooks:



MathsWatch:



MathsWatch – home study and exams:



MathsWatch – My Progress:



MathsWatch – independent topic search:



Mathswatch – watch video clip or 1 min version:



MathsWatch – interactive questions:



MathsWatch – worksheets:



Corbettmaths:



Corbettmaths – 5-a-day:



Use a

QR

reader

app

or look 

up the 

video 

number

Corbettmaths – exam style questions and videos:



Pinpoint Learning – question analysis and feedback:



Pinpoint Learning – question analysis and feedback:



Pinpoint Learning – question analysis and feedback:



The region R, shown shaded in the diagram, is the region between two circles with the same 

centre.
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12 The region R, shown shaded in the diagram, is the region between two circles with the 

same centre.

R

n – 1

2n + 6

 The outer circle has radius (2n + 6)

 The inner circle has radius (n – 1)

 All measurements are in centimetres.

 The area of R is greater than the area of a circle of radius (n + 13) cm.

 n is an integer.

 Find the least possible value of n.

 You must show all of your working.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 12 is 5 marks)

The outer circle has radius (2n + 6)

The inner circle has radius (n – 1)

All measurements are in centimetres.

The area of R is greater than the area 

of a circle of radius (n + 13) cm.

n is an integer.

Find the least possible value of n.

You must show all of your working.

Spend less time on standard techniques questions…

…and more time on problem solving questions.



• MathsWatch exams as revision

• November mock exams

• Pinpoint Learning feedback

• Spring mock exams

• Summer GCSEs 



Trinity Catholic High School

English Literature
English Language



Trinity Catholic High School

English Language
This GCSE is comprised of two units.

• Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

(Section A: Reading, Section B: Writing)

1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks (50%)

• Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

(Section A: Reading    Section B: Writing)

1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks (50%)

23rd May 2024

6th June 2024



Trinity Catholic High School

English Literature
This GCSE is comprised of two units.

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century  Novel

1 hour 45 minutes

64 marks 

• Paper 2: Modern Texts* and Poetry

2 hours 15 minutes

96 marks 

13th May 2024

20th May 2024



Trinity Catholic High School

Literature Texts



Trinity Catholic High School

Poetry Anthology
• Students will study one cluster of 15 poems taken from the AQA poetry 

anthology, Poems Past and Present. The poems are thematically linked (power 
and conflict) and were written between 1789 and the present day. 

• Students will study all 15 poems will be prepared to write comparatively about 
any two from the collection in the examination.

"



Trinity Catholic High School

November Mock Exams

English Language Paper 1 Exam

Tuesday 7th November (am) - 1 hour 45 minutes

English Literature Exam (Macbeth and An Inspector Calls)

Tuesday 14th November (am) – 1 hour 45 minutes



Trinity Catholic High School

Fundamentally. . . 

• Read, read and read again!

• Nothing can replace knowing the text in detail. 

• It is less about remembering key quotes – it is more about 
understanding the message of the different texts and putting 
forward a clear idea that demonstrates this understanding.  

• Responses must be holistic, conceptualised and critical and this 
can only be achieved if students fully understand the text.  

Literature



Trinity Catholic High School

Revision Opportunities
• Walking Talking Mocks

• A range of example student responses for all exams

• Academic Reading / Wider Reading

• Revision Lessons 

• Revision Booklets

• Revision Guides

• Knowledge Organisers 

• Access to online resources



Trinity Catholic High School

Online Revision Resources 
• AQA website  - exam papers, mark schemes, examiners’ 

reports
• Massolit
• Digital Theatre +
• Youtube – Mr Bruff and Mr Salles are good!









Massolit



Massolit

Students should be 
making revision notes as 

they watch!



Massolit



Trinity Catholic High School

What your child should do…
1. Complete all class work and home study to the best of their ability. 

2. Read through teachers’ comments and respond to the diagnostic feedback 
to improve responses.

3. Be organised for each lesson with the appropriate materials.

4. Be aware of and fully understand the different requirements for each exam.

5. Complete a set of revision cards on the different topics, terms and texts for 
each exam. 

6. Have their parent/guardian, siblings, friends test them on the set texts.



Trinity Catholic High School

7.  Complete past papers that are available online under timed conditions.

8. Print off the mark scheme and with a different coloured pen, highlight the key 
elements/words that the examiner is looking for in each task.  

9. Use the highlighted words/elements as a checklist to see whether they included this 
in their responses.  If not, include the corrections.

10. Practise planning longer responses – this is an important skill in the exam.

11. Find and print off any opinion articles, descriptive extracts and poems that they 
have never studied before and annotate the text under timed conditions.

What your child should do…



Trinity Catholic High School

What you can do…
• Help them devise a revision timetable in preparation for their exams.

• Ensure they have a quiet, suitable place to revise. Remove distractions (phones)!

• Be aware of key dates and what exam takes place at that time.

• Make sure that your child is confident in how to revise and prepare themselves independently.  

• Ensure that your child gives themselves enough time during the week to complete home study and
to revise.

• Test them on the set texts—remember it is a ‘closed book’ exam.

• Check their exercise books—are they completing their class work and home-study to the best of 
their ability?  Are they responding to teachers’ comments?

• Encourage your child to read opinion articles you come across. They need to write in this style for 
English language paper 2.

• Please contact the department if you feel your child needs further support.  



GCSE Science information  2023/24



AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE : TRILOGY   (8464) 
AQA GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES :   BIOLOGY  (8461) ; 

CHEMISTRY (8462);  PHYSICS (8463)

GCSE SCIENCES : ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE SUMMER 2024

2 GCSE’s in Combined Science 3 GCSE’s  in Biology, Chemistry, Physics

6 papers : 
Biology 1 and 2; Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2

6 papers : 
Biology 1 and 2; Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2

Papers  are 1 hr 15 minutes each Papers  are 1 hr 45 minutes each

Raw Marks per paper = 70 Raw Marks per paper = 100

Raw Marks are totalled for all 6 papers to give an overall 
mark  out of  420

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark on a 
sliding 17 point double graded scale : 9,9 to 1,1 .  

Raw Marks are totalled separately for  Biology 1 and 2;  
Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2  to give an overall 
mark out of 200 for each subject

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark for each 
subject separately on a sliding 9 point single graded scale: 9 
to 1.  Any combination of  3 grades is therefore possible. 

Students receive 3  awarded grades for their 3 GCSE’s in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics



AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE : TRILOGY   (8464) 

GCSE SCIENCES : TIERS AND ASSESSMENT 
STRUCTURE SUMMER 2024

All students entered for either 
Higher or Foundation Tier 

The tier for all 6 papers is the same 

Grades attainable on each tier are as follows:

Higher Tier Foundation Tier

9,9

9,8

8,8

8,7

7,7

7,6

6,6

6,5

5,5 5,5

5,4 5,4

4,4 4,4

4,3 ( slim allowed boundary) 4,3

3,3

3,2

2,2

2,1

1,1

U U

Tier decisions are made by the school 
to enable each student to attain at 
their best 

Final Tier decisions for all students are 
made in February.  



GCSE SCIENCES : TIERS AND ASSESSMENT 
STRUCTURE SUMMER 2024

All students entered for either Higher or 
Foundation Tier in all 3 Sciences  

The tier for all  3 subjects can be different , but 
must be the same for both papers within a 
subject.
Grades attainable on each tier are as follows:

Higher Tier Foundation Tier

9

8

7

6

5 5

4 4

3 ( slim allowed boundary) 3

2

1

U U

Tier decisions are made by the school 
to enable each student to attain at 
their best 

Final Tier decisions for all students are 
made in February.  

AQA GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES :   BIOLOGY  
(8461) ; CHEMISTRY (8462);  PHYSICS (8463)



AQA GCSE Combined and Separate  Science

GCSE SCIENCES : EXAM DATES SUMMER 2024

2 GCSE’s in Combined Science 3 GCSE’s  in Biology, Chemistry, Physics

6 papers : 
Biology 1 and 2; Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2

6 papers : 
Biology 1 and 2; Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2

Papers  are 1 hr 15 minutes each Papers  are 1 hr 45 minutes each

Raw Marks per paper = 70 Raw Marks per paper = 100

Raw Marks are totalled for all 6 papers to give an overall 
mark  out of  420

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark on a 
sliding 17 point double graded scale : 9,9 to 1,1 .  

The 2 awarded grades each count as 1 GCSE in Combined 
Science  

The 2 grades awarded will not differ by more than 1 grade 
from each other:  eg 5,5;   5,4 ;    4,4;   4,3   are all possible 
but 5,3  is not.  

Raw Marks are totalled separately for  Biology 1 and 2;  
Chemistry 1 and 2; Physics 1 and 2  to give an overall 
mark out of 200 for each subject

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark for each 
subject separately on a sliding 9 point single graded scale: 9 
to 1.  Any combination of  3 grades is therefore possible. 

Students receive 3  awarded grades for their 3 GCSE’s in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Biology 1 : 10th May 
Chemistry 1 : 17th May 

Physics 1 : 22nd May 
Biology 2: 7th June 

Chemistry 2 : 11th June 
Physics 2: 14th June 



AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE : TRILOGY   (8464) 

AQA GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES :   BIOLOGY  (8461) ; CHEMISTRY (8462);  PHYSICS (8463)

The Department for Education and OFQUAL are currently deciding on whether to provide 
students with the Physics equations sheet that was distributed to all students in the 2022 and 

2023 exam seasons.

Changes for summer 2024?



AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE : TRILOGY   (8464) 
AQA GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES :   BIOLOGY  (8461) ; 

CHEMISTRY (8462);  PHYSICS (8463)

GCSE SCIENCES : MOCK ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE NOVEMBER 2023

3 papers : 
Biology 1 ; Chemistry 1 ; Physics 1

3 papers : 
Biology 1 ; Chemistry 1 ; Physics 1 

Papers  are 1 hr 15 minutes each Papers  are 1 hr 45 minutes each

Raw Marks per paper = 70 Raw Marks per paper = 100

Raw Marks are totalled for all 3 papers to give an overall 
mark  out of  210

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark on a 
sliding 17 point double graded scale : 9,9 to 1,1 .  

Raw Marks are totalled separately for  Biology ,  
Chemistry  and Physics   to give an overall mark out of  
100 for each subject

Grade boundaries are applied to the overall mark for each 
subject separately on a sliding 9 point single graded scale: 9 
to 1.  Any combination of  3 grades is therefore possible. 



Mock Content  November 2023 : Paper 1, Combined 
and Separate Sciences



COMBINED AND SEPARATE SCIENCES  

GCSE SCIENCES : MOCK REVISION  NOVEMBER 2023



Trinity Sixth Form



Sixth Form curriculum

26 A Level subjects across the Sciences, Humanities and the Arts

Alternative pathway of vocational qualifications in Food Science and Nutrition 
and Digital Media

Exam results with the majority higher than National Averages and improved 
against 2019 measures.

E,g. At A*/A grades: Biology 10% above, Music 27% above, Spanish 15% above 



Co-curricular opportunities

The Extended Project 
Qualification

Subject Societies

LAMDA qualifications 
in Public Speaking and 

Acting

Core Maths

Gold and Silver 
DofE Awards

Assistant Expedition 
Leaders Award

Sports and Music 
Clubs

Leadership and 
volunteering 
opportunities

Core Philosophy



University and careers preparation
We recognise the importance of not only supporting students in excellent exam 

results, but also equipping them to make a successful transition to university, 
apprenticeships and the world of work. 

Weekly PSD sessions - Higher Education, Mental Health & Wellbeing, Study skills, Employability skills, 
Independent Living and Relationships.

University visits and UCAS Fairs

The Luminaries programme

Super-curricular study 

Careers guidance and work experience




