
Reading 
     (and Phonics)
 Workshop for Parents and Carers

at St. Bernadette’s



What is reading?
Decoding and Comprehension



Decoding taught through phonics

We use Bug Club phonics and our 
reading books dovetail with it.



Phonics is the teaching 
of sounds.

Our first sounds are
“s a t p i n”



● Set 1: s, a, t, p. i . n.
● Set 2: i, n, m, d.
● Set 3: g, o, c, k.
● Set 4: ck, e, u, r.
● Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

Then we build on them:



Our last phase of sounds should be 
completed by the end of Y1, hence 
the phonics screening test.

Phase 5 focuses on the alternative 
spellings of sounds



For example:
pay

made
maid
vein
grey

break



The Department for Education paper states:
 

“Children need to read and reread to gain 
“automaticity” in decoding.  So eventually they can 
read it at a glance.  They need to sound and blend 
several times. “



With that in mind the DFE recommend that children read 
books in line with what they taught in their phonics 
lessons.   They are advising that books are read and 
reread, children should rehearse and rehearse until 
they gain automaticity. 





Now for comprehension!

Comprehension is developed 
through discussion:

Listening to stories in school and 
at home and talking about them.



Here’s how many words children would have heard by the time they 
were 5 years old:

Never read to, 4,662 words; 

1–2 times per week, 63,570 words;

Read to 3–5 times per week, 169,520 words.

Read to daily, 296,660 words; 

And five books a day, 1,483,300 words.



Simple view of Reading



Reading at home – more than the school 
reading book!

With that in mind we are sending a book home 
“For Fun”.  This book is to be shared with an 
adult.
*Predict what might happen
*Read it several times.
*Let them join in with familiar phrases.
*Retell it together.
*Talk about new words, the characters, the 

setting, how they feel, their favourite part. 



▪ Share books, newspapers, magazines, comics 
▪ Encourage the need for reading: TV Times, 

recipes, instructions for games, information 
on packaging, football results, internet etc

▪ Join a library
▪ Talk with your child about their books: 

discuss, ask questions 



Enjoy Reading 
Together











We will soon be 
launching our online 
“Bug Club”reading





Our meeting on the teaching of 
phonics is intended for

Wednesday 13th July




