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Collaborative, detailed and thorough curriculum planning lies at the 
heart of what we do in the department. We are committed to a 
two-year plan of developing our schemes of work. We use all 
available resources and teaching strategies to ensure that students 
have a comprehensive knowledge of the specifications and are 
capable of going beyond what is taught in lessons. Techniques to 
help develop long-term memory and help students master subject 
content are embedded in the curriculum. These are focussed on 
embedding challenge, metacognition, memory techniques, 
numeracy and literacy into our departmental curriculum.

Implementation
The aim of the Business studies/Economics curriculum is to 
equip students with the appropriate knowledge and skills 
needed to develop their employability and identify business 
problems and opportunities. We do this by quality teaching 
which ensures students understand underlying Business 
theory which students apply to a variety of familiar and 
unfamiliar case studies. We want students to be able to think 
analytically, reach logical conclusions based on data, and 
make judgements on future changes to markets and the 
economy. 

Intent
Our  curriculum plan in KS5 Economics has been 
planned to actively engage students in real life 
examples and we feel this will have a positive 
impact in gaining excellent results. The 
engagement of students in the department can be 
observed in lessons and by the uptake of students 
at KS5.

Impact

START OF A-Level

Introducing the market.

Scarcity, choice and 
potential conflicts

The role of credit in the 
economy

Firms, consumers and 
elasticities of demand.

Economic factors in 
business expansion.

Revenue, costs, 
profits and cash 

continued

Global labour 
markets

Market failure and 
government 
intervention. 

Impact of 
globalisation on 

global companies.

Business growth and 
competitive advantage. 

Introduction
Specification requirements. Mark Scheme.  
Course calendar. Where to find resources. 

Folder Setup. Workbooks. Homework 
calendar. Student/Teacher expectations. 
Understanding of flipped and unflipped 

learning. 

YEAR

13

Enterprise, 
business 
and the 

economy

Revenue, 
costs, profits 

and cash.

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

Exam skills – application, 
analysis, evaluation. Past paper 

practice

Productive efficiency. Life in a 
global economy.

End of Unit Test

Final A 
Level Exams

YEAR

12

The economic cycle.

Introduction to 
macroeconomic policy.

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test
End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test End of Unit Test

Impact of 
globalisation on local 

and national 
economies. 

Inequality 
and 

redistribution
. 

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test
Competition 
and market 

power.

Market 
power and 

market 
failure

Business 
objectives 
and pricing 
decisions

Productive 
and 
allocative 
efficiency.

Macroeconomic 
policies and 
impact on firms 
and individuals

Risk and the 
financial 
sector.

End of Unit Test End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

End of Unit Test

Numeracy baseline test

Skills Focus: 
knowledge and  
application

Cultural capital (examples covered)
Social - Provision of public goods and merit goods and the impact on society. Impact of 
government regulation on society.
Moral - Resource scarcity, employment, government intervention and monopoly
Cultural- Globalisation – does this take away from local culture and religions?
Spiritual - Should ancient cultures and industry be preserved at an economic cost?

Skills Focus: 
analysis

Skills Focus: 
evaluation

Skills Focus: 
allocation of time

Year 12 
Assessments: 
October, January 
and June

Year 13 
Assessments: 
November and 
February 

Literacy and further reading
The Economics Book by Niall Kishtainy
Economics: The User's Guide: A Pelican Introduction by Ha-Joon Chang
Cracking Economics by Tejvan Pettinger
Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Levitt, Steven D., Dubner
The Undercover Economist by Tim Harford
The Euro by Joseph Stiglitz 

Skills Focus: 
Effective use of 
case study/data 

Final exams:
Paper 1 Markets and how they work (2 hours)
Paper 2 Competing in the global economy (2 hours)
Paper 3 The economic environment and business (2 hours)

Organisation 
of folder, 
notes and 
glossary of 
terms

Organisation 
of folder, 
notes and 
glossary of 
terms


