
Skill:
Solo keyboard performance

Knowledge:
Musical Elements

Knowledge:
Rhythm Notation

Skill: Musical 
Elements 
Composing Task

Skill: Guitar 
performace/ 3 chords 
and finger-picking 3-
note melody.

Skill: Vocal skills/ 
Ensemble 
Performance

Skill: Rhythmic 
Ensemble 
Performance

Year

7

Year

8

Year

9

Year

11

MUSIC

Basic Skills 
& Terminology

Rhythm/ 
Elements 
Composition

Guitar 
Performance/ Vocal/ 
Musical Theatre

Music And The Media

Skill: Using 
Garageband
Software

Skill: Solo instrumental 
performance Working in 

groups

Skill: Garageband – Film 
Composition

World Music

Western Classical Music

Skill: Whole Class 
Samba/ African 
Drumming 
Performance

Listening 
Tasks/ revisit 
Musical 
Elements

Knowledge: 
Composers & 
Instrumental 
Timbres

Skill: Solo 
Performance

Skill: Blues Ensemble/ 
Solo Performance 

Skill: 
Melody 
Writing

Skill: Arranging

Skill: creative 20th

Century Composition 
Task

Year

12

Year

10

30% GCSE 
Grade 15% GCSE 

Grade

Terminology: Harmony

Terminology: Rhythm

Film Music

The Concerto Through TimeRhythms Of The World

AoS6: Board-Set Brief Performances

Exam-Technique

SoA
1, 2 & 
3

SoA 1 & 6

SoA
7, 8 
& 9

SoA
7

AoS
5

AO6

AoS 2, 3, 4, 5

AoS
6

AoS
1

AOS1 AOS1&
6

Year

13

AOS
1

Skill: 
Ensemble 
Performance

Skill: 
Composing 
Chord 
Progressions

Skill: Using Sibelius 
Software 

Skill: Non-diagetic
film music 
composition.

Skill: Solo/ 
Ensemble 
Performance

Ao6
AoS6

AoS1 

SoA
7

SoA1 
& 10

SoA
8 & 
10

SoA8

SoA
5&6

SoA9 
&10

SoA 1 
& 2

SoA 8.9 
& 10

SoA8 
& 10

SoA5

SoA
2

SoA1

SoA9

SoA8

Analysing and 
creation of radio 
advert.

Skill: 
Improvisation

Listening 
work based 
on famous 
performers.

Knowledge: Listening to 
and identifying 
characteristics of a range 
of world music styles.

Listening 
Assessment on 
different styles 
of pop music

Knowledge: 
Song structure/ 
Hooks/ Riffs/ 
Artists/ 
Different styles

Pop song 
arrangement 
using 
Garageband

Knowledge: Basic 
characteristics of 
the musical eras.

Revisit orchestral 
instruments and 
timbres.

AoS6

Pachelbel Canon 
inspired composition 
task

Skill: 
Ensemble 
rhythmic 
performance/ 
improvisation

Developing an independent and personal project

Selecting 
Composers 
for 
inspiration

AoS
3

Final piece

AOS6

Developing and 
refining ideas

Evaluation 
of other 
performers

Developing and 
refining ideas

Final piece

AOS6

Paper released September

Key Stage 3: Strands of 
Assessment

1) Solo Performance
2) Ensemble 

Performance 
(Instrumental)

3) Vocal Performance
4) Improvisation
5) Composition
6) Use of Technology
7) Using notation
8) Listening to and 

evaluating music
9) Developing knowledge 

of musical terminology
10) Developing historical 

knowledge of music

SoA
2 & 3

Knowledge: 
Chords/ Tab

SoA 7

Listening 
Skills

Working in 
pairs

Skill: Song 
Writing

Listening 
Skills

Classical 
Indian music 
performance

Listening 
Skills

Working in 
Groups

Key Stage 4: OCR GCSE
Areas Of Study

AoS1   Solo Performance/ 
Composition
AoS2: The Concerto Through 
Time
AoS3: Rhythms of The World
AoS4: Film Music
AoS5: Conventions of Pop
Ao6: Integrated Portfolio (Board 
set composition brief)

Terminology:
Texture

Listening 
Skills

Knowledge: 
Terms 
relating to 
harmony and 
texture

Knowledge: Pop 
instrumental 
techniques/ 
vocal techniques

Knowledge
: Focus on 
voice

Knowledge- Styles:
Rock and Roll
Rock Anthems
Ballads
Solo Artists

Knowledge: 
Melody writing, 
part-writing, piano 
accompaniments.

Skill: 
Composition

Knowledge: 
Film genres, 
film music 
composers.

Listening 
Skills

AoS6

Terminology: 
Structure Knowledge –

compositional 
structures: AB, ABA, 
Rondo, Strophic etc..Development of 

compositional 
ideas into a 
coherent 
structure

Whole-class 
performance of S. 
Peter’s Geographical 
fugue.

Knowledge: Characteristics of concertos from the Baroque, 
Classical and Romantic eras.

Listening 
Skills

Skill: 
Composition

Skill: Melodic and 
rhythmic dictation

Half-termly performance 
assessments from yr 10 onwards.

Listening 
Skills

AoS1:
Personal 
Composition

Knowledge: Indian Classical, 
Bhangra, African drumming, 
Greek folk, Calypso, Samba, 
Steel Pans

Developing and 
refining ideas

EXAM:
40% GCSE 

Grade 

Listening 
Skills

Revision of AoS Content

Skill: 
Composition

Skill: 
Performance

Key Stage 5: OCR A-Level
Areas Of Study

AoS1   Instrumental Music of 
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven
AoS2: Popular Song & Vocal Jazz
AoS3: Instrumental Jazz
AoS4: Religious Music of The 
Baroque Period
AoS5: Programme Music 1820-
1910

AoS5

• Classical Features
• Symphonies

Compositional 
Techniques/ 
Performance.

• Concert 
Overtures

AoS1

• Tone Poems

• Concerto
• Listening Skills

AoS1

AoS5 AoS4

• English Anthems
• Catholic Tradition

AoS1

AoS1

AoS5

• Programmatic 
Symphonies

• Set Work

AoS4

• German Lutheran 
Tradition

Free 
Composition

AoS5

• Programmatic 
Piano Works

• String Quartets
• Sonatas

Paper 
released 
September

Paper 
released 
September

Compositional 
Techniques/ 
Performance.

• Intro to Jazz & 
jazz harmony

• Using a lead sheet

AoS2

AoS3

• Origins of 
instrumental jazz.

• Early Jazz.

• Swing, be-bop
• Big Bands
• Improvisation 

techniques

• Development of 
Big Band

• Sound recording/ 
broadcasting

• Key band leaders/ 
vocalists/ 
composers

AoS3
AoS2

AoS2

AoS3

• Arranging styles
• Comparison of 

vocal styles and 
techniques.

• Cool jazz
• Hard Bop
• Free Jazz
• Advanced jazz 

harmony

AoS2

• Set study
• Exam style 

questions.

AoS3

• Jazz Fusion
• Contemporary 

Approaches

Composition Completion Recording/
Final Performance/
Exam Preparation/ Technique

Knowledge:
Styles of Musical 
Theatre song

Please note that 
students will only 
choose to answer 
questions on AoS3 

or AoS4 so the 
course may be 

adapted depending 
on the cohort.


