University crash course - Scan the QR code to join in
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How many UK undergraduate courses are currently available on UCAS?

26 @

4,000-9,000 15,000-20,000 23,000-28,000 30,000-35,000 41,000-46,000




According to UCAS (2025), how many undergraduate qualification providers are there?

370

298 347 409 223 048




Initial research

Read university prospectuses

Research individual university websites

Use the UCAS search tool to view types of
courses available

Speak to university representatives
Attend Career fairs and UCAS exhibitions
Visit useful websites for university advice:
What Uni

Discover Uni
The Uni Guide







University of
Hertfordshire

Wear comfy shoes- it's a long day on your feet!

lake a sturdy bag/rucksack. Prospectuses can be rather heavy!

Use the time to speak to the universities you're interested in or look interesting to you.

Gather the literature on courses/unis, not just the freebies.

Shortlist the universities you want to speak to in advance.

Keep your ticket handy- you will need it to get in, but exhibitors will also ask to scan this so they
can send you further useful information, so take a screenshot/keep it handy.

Top tips for UCAS exhibition at the Excel on 25th March
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Bear in mind, some stands will get Be aware that you may need to Speak to some universities

very busy. Be prepared to queue, split up with your friends for a perhaps you haven't heard of or

but don't give up! Start with your period time, If you are doing previously considered. You might

shortlisted universities. different courses, and want to pe surprised with what you
explore all of the potential options hear/learn!

you wish to learn about. Don't
worry, you can meet up later on!
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How many people attend ucas exhibitions each year UK?

250 26 ©

00,000 100,000 (15104000 200,000 250,000 £10/0X010[0
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\I Courses

ampus life
only 25mins
from London

questions g =

« Preparing a couple of questions in advance can help you
focus when you get there and maximise your time

« University staff are there to answer questions to help you
make your decision, so ask away

« Remember, it'simportant to consider the course you want to
study as well as the university itself, ask questions about both

« You can pick from our suggestions on the next slide or think of
your own




VWhat are the entry
requirements? What

grades or UCAS
points will | need?

Are there placement
opportunities?

What type of student
support I1s available?

Can | study abroad?

Where is this
university located?

What kind of
assessments are on
the course”

What is the
accommodation like?

Is it a campus or city-
based university?

What are the facilities
like?

VWhat career
prospects are there?

VWhat do you look for
In a personal

statement?

Do you have any
links with industry?

What type of questions should | ask?

University of
Hertfordshire

UH




| earn more about the universities you
like

« UCAS exhibitions include talks on a range of topics i.e. student
finance, university life...

niversity of
j | fiﬁ tfordshire

e

« Have alook at the schedule and consider ones you want to
attend

« Don't worry about attending them all, your school / college will
deliver talks from universities over the course of the academic
vear

« Reflect; read through the literature you have gathered, look

through your notes and think about the conversations you
had

« Draw up a shortlist of universities and consider which you may
want to attend for an open day/taster day

« For any university that really caught your eye, go to an open
day/taster day!

I






\What is your favourite subject at this point in time 7

94 responses

TP VRN . S ———
OLIsIiness 1rinance

nistory maths biology

psycology

physics

politics

Not sure

economics

computing




Hertiordshire G Il

The main types of courses

Single Honours — Study one subject
Joint Honours — Divide your time 50:50 between two subjects
Combined Honours — Study two to four subjects, specialising in just two subjects in 2nd and 3rd year

Foundation Year — Acts as a stepping stone if you haven't got the right grades, qualifications or if you
want to change

Sandwich courses — Courses with one year in industry or a year abroad

Integrated Masters courses — Achieve an undergraduate and postgraduate qualification with an

additional year of study built in




University of
Hertfordshire

"Sandwich degree”
opportunities

Opportunity to either Study abroad ordo o
work placement

Typically makes your degree 4 years long
(instead of 3)

Typically takes place between years 2 and 3
of study

Most courses have this option, but not all (so
double check this)

You pay no fees to Hertfordshire for the
sandwich year!




Option 1: Study
Abroad

- Over 170 partner institutions

Covering over 40 different countries
- YOU get to choose where you go

- Where you can choose from is different
for each subject

- Study your subject at the partner
institution for a semester or a year

- After completion, you will return to us for
the final year of your degree




University of
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\Where would you want to go to study abroad?
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Option 2: Work Placement

Gain valuable industry experience

Explore possibilities and make valuable
contacts

Offered all over the country
We will come and check on you :)

Our Careers and Employment team can help
yvou find available placements

On average our students earn 19K during
their placement year
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\Which would you choose?

o4

t
Study Abroad (byeeeeee) Work Placement (experience + £)




Course content, teaching and assessment

Courses with different-sounding names
may be very similar

Courses with same name may be very
different

Visit university course pages to research
course content, and understand how a
course will be taught and assessed




\Which assessment method do you prefer?

32

Coursework (writing, presentations, posters etc.)

28

Practical assessments




Entry requirements

- Grades for university courses will vary
with each institution

- Entry requirements may be stated as
grades or UCAS Points

- Some courses will require prior study
of certain subjects




UCAS Points A level
A*

UCAS Points
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| ocation

Hundreds of places to study

Different locations ofter different
experiences

Campus or City based university?

\Vlove away or stay at home?

Hertiordshire GJ Il

Liverpool

Nottingham

Cambridge

Hertfordshire

Luton @

_ A
London

Chelmsford

St Albans

-
Canterbury

Cardiff

Southampton Bnghton

& Fortsmouth

A~

Bournemouth
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Live away from
home?

Independence

Opportunity to live with friends

Become fully immersed in the university
experience

T'hings to consider:

Cost of living

Accommodation rent and bills (sometimes
included in rent)

Travel costs




\Where are you currently planning to stay?

21 At home

8 /2 Move out (Halls or Private
accommodation)




Sign in Register

SIGN IN

Please sign in below.

Email

Password

Forgot your password?

UCAS will share your data with our wholly
owned trading subsidiary UCAS Media. Please
be assured your data is safe with us and we
never pass your details to third parties for
marketing purposes without your permission.
Please see our privacy and cookies policies for
more information.
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For 2024, how many students applied for a course through UCAS?

4109

204,456 398,003 A8rArIT7 094,940 686985




10 do Wt

YOUR 20

-

23 FAVOURITES
How do | apply for university? APPLICATIONS o

Online application via UCAS

To start an application you need a
UCAS Hub' account

Apply, search for courses, chat to
students and morel
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Your university/ course choices will be able to see your email address through UCAS.

55 @
43 @

lTrue False
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\What goes on a UCAS
application?

Personal Information

Academic History
Personal Statement
Course and University Choices

Reference from a Teacher




Finance and Funding

You will only be asked further
questions in finance and funding if
yvou select UK, Chl, loM or EU Student

Finance Services

Tell UCAS your local authority under

Student support arrangements’

For more information head to:
ucas.com/finance

Fersonal details

v Lontact and residency

details

Nationality details

Supporting
mnformation

v

v English language skills

O Finance and funding

=

O

v’ Employment

What will be your man source of funding for your s

SHeCt an oot

~

Student support arrangements

= ll-r----l-ll-- o . e, g = '
I- = t .h .- bl

UK Chl oM or EU student finance services




Student loan: your student loan is made up
of two parts

Tuition Fee Loan - up to £9,535 per
vear

Maintenance Loan - amount depends
on household income and where the
applicant will live during term time




For 2025 entry:

Repayments start when you earn over
£25,000

Repayments are based on how much
you earn, not what you owe

Interest is added at the RP|

Your 'debt" is written off after 40 years
from graduating

|
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So if a graduate is earning £30,000 a year, how much will the monthly repayments be roughly?

330

32 @

£27 £ 31 £47 FO/




Take advantage of
student discounts

Totum (formally NUS), Student Beans and
Unidays

Free digital membership for all three!

You can pay for the Totum discount & ID
card

£14.99 for 1 year, £24.99 for 2 years or,
currently, you can get 3 years for the
price of 2 (£24.99)

o
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Examples of student discounts
available:

Prime Student: Free 6-month Amazon Prime trial (£4.49 o

month thereafter)

Hello Fresh: 60% Off 1st box + 25% Off next 3 boxes
Holland & Barrett: 20% student discount

HP: Up to 40% student Discount

JD:10% student discount on full-price items

slidebean.

KFC: Free Popcorn Snack Bucket when you spend £3 or
more

New Look: 10% student discount

Papa Johns: 35% off Pizzas (Minimum delivery spend may
apply)

Superdrug: 10% student discount

Virgin Experience Days: Extra 20% student discount

Nike: 10% student discount




Scholarships and Bursaries at Herts:

University of Hertfordshire Independent (Estranged)
Student Bursary

University of Hertfordshire Sport Scholarship Scheme
University of Hertfordshire Undergraduate Bursary
University of Hertfordshire Care Leaver Bursary
University of Hertfordshire Young Adult Carer Bursary
Dannenberg Scholarship (BEng)

The Joan Trower Midwifery Scholarship

NHS Learning Support Fund

Sir Gerard Newman Scholarship

Pendleton Scholarship

and many more




Additional state funded
support is available

Healthcare students (NHS Learning Support
Fund)

Care Leavers (paid by local authority)

Child Care grants (up to 85% of childcare
costs)

Parental learning allowance

Adult dependence allowance
Disabled Students Allowance (DSA)

Further details can be found at
www.gov.uk/student-finance




Additional Funding Support
for Healthcare Students

Dietetics, Dental Hygiene/Dental Therapy
(Level 5 Courses), Midwifery, Nursing (adult,
child, mental health, learning disability, joint
nursing/social work), Occupational therapy,
Operating department practitioner (Level 5

Courses), Orthoptics, Orthotics and
prosthetics, Paramedic Science,
Physiotherapy, Podiatry/chiropodly,
Radiography (diagnostic and therapeutic),
Speech and Language Therapy
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According to the ScholarshipHub, how much financial support goes unclaimed each year in the UK in total?

100000 1000000 2000000
4 responses 4 responses 4 responses
10000000 <10/010(0 3000000
4 responses 3 responses 3 responses
20000000 1500000 2000000
3 responses 2 responses 2 responses

The correct answer is: £150 million
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On average, how much more do Graduates earn per year compared to non-graduates? (GLMS, 2023)

200

3@

1Q

Theydontearnmore £2,500 £4,500 £6,000 £8,500 £10,500




University of
Hertfordshire

) & 37%

Graduates are Graduates on
around 3 times average earn
more likely to 37% more per
secure “high- year compared
skilled” jobs to non-graduates

Graduate
employment rate

Non-graduate
employment rate

Graduate Prospects - Graduate Labour Market Statistics (2023)




93.4%

93.4% of UH graduates are in 77.3% of UH grads are in highly skilled
employment or further study 15 jobs or further study within 15 months of
months after graduating finishing their studies

Graduate prospects - University of Hertfordshire




Personal statement changes (2026
entry)

Personal statements are changing to
three separate sections

EFach section will have a minimum
character count of 350 characters

The personal statement will still be
4000 characters in total: this includes
spaces




The new Personal Statement questions are:

Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare tor this course or
subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these
experiences useful?




Paying the application fee

If you need to pay you will see this (look right)

The fee is wavered for students who have recieved free
school meals in the last 6 years

Click "Pay now" and you will be asked to enter your card
details

The fee for 2025 is £28.50 for up to 5 courses (this
includes extra and clearing)

VWhen you ve paid and submitted your application, it will
go to your school/college to check

If you log in after you've submitted your application, you'll
see ad read only version

University of
Hertfordshire UH

Pay and submit

Please click pay now, where you will be asked to enter your card details. Compulsory fields are marked with an astensk (*)

Card payment details

Credit and debit cards: we accept UK and intemational Visa, Visa Debit, Deita, MasterCarg, JCB, Maestro, and Electron. At the
moment we do not accept Amencan Express or Diners Club cards

Your card details will be encrypted before being transferred over the internet
The appiication will not be processed until your payment has been authornsed Dy the card issuer

If it is subsequently discovered that you did not have authority to make payment using the credit or debit card whose details
are entered, we will cancel your application.

Do not refresh the page or use the back button while we process your payment.
AMOouUNtaue £27.00

The next screen you see may be a payment card verfication form supphed though your card issuer which is in place to give you
added protection when paying online

F:ELT.LII.I..I ..E Eip:lll:aT I::r.t

[/\Hn::l: 1o Terma and condibong :]

-
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18.00 UCAS Extra opens. If

UCAS Undergraduate Deadline for applications to Oxford and you have used all 5

application opens for Cambridge and for courses in medicine, choices and not
2026 entry. dentistry and veterinary medicine/ science. holding an offer.

: Early September 2025 14th January 2026 30th June 2026
13th May 2025 15th October 2025 26th February 2026 '

Completed UCAS undergraduate 18.00 Last date for applications
applications can be sent to Deadline for most before Clearing opens.

UCAS. undergraduate courses.
Applications can be sent after

this, but no guarantee of equal
consideration.

Important dates




YUUK
APPLICATIONS

R YOUR YOUR YOUR YOUR
PLICATIONS APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS

i ALL
SUBMITTED RETURNED SENT WAITING

WAITING

FOR CONFIRMATION
FROM YOUR CHOICES

TO YOUR SCHOOL | :, WAITING FOR DECISIONS

horgrorliepeia B BYvouRAoviseR it FOR DECISIONS RECEIVED

i i W AT LIATIN VIEW APPLICATION VIEW APPLICATION VIEW DECISIONS

VIEW AFPPLICATION

Tracking your application

Your UCAS Hub will update as the status of your application changes. Click onit to
go to your application




Mathematics and Languages (MALA]
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Firm and Insurance choice

Once ALL decisions have been received, you will reply
and confirm your choices

If you choose a conditional offer as your firm choice, you
have the option to add an optional insurance choice

If you choose an unconditional offer as your firm choice,
you cannot have an insurance choice

All other offers will be declined, underneath the Firm
choice

You must remember to ‘Save’ your choices

CONFIRM YOUR CHOICES

UCAS Application

Selecting as your firm choice

Archaeology (V400)

University of Edinburgh (E5S6)

Master of Arts (with Honours) MA {Hons)
Location: Main site

Start date: September 20210

OFFER
You have been offered a place subject to conditions

Your offer

Fass in Access Course with 45 credits at Level 3, of which 24 Level 3 credits must be at
Merit or Distinction grade in Science, Social Science or Health related subjects and pass
Functional Skills Maths, Subject to DBS and Occupational Health clearances,

View full ofter

Selecting as your insurance choice

Geography (L700)

University of Edinburgh (E56)

Master of Arts (with Honours) MA {Hons)
Location: Main site

Start date: September 2020

OFFER
You have been offered a place subject to conditions

Your offer
Pass in Access Course with 45 credits at Level 3, of which 24 Level 3 credits must be at

Merit or Distinction grade in Science, Social Science or Health related subjects and pass
Functional Skillzs Maths. Subject to DBS and Occupational Health clearances.

View full offer

Offers you are declining

Italian and History of Art (RV33)

University of Edinburgh (E56)

Master of Arts (with Honours) MA (Hons)
Location: Main site

Start date: September 2020

OFFER

You have been offered a place subject to conditions

Your offer

Pass in Access Course with 45 credits at Level 3, of which 24 Level 3 credits must be at
Merit or Distinction grade in Sclence, Social Sclence or Health related subjects and pass
Functional Skills Maths. Subject to DBS and Occupational Health clearances.

View full offear




Other options*

Extra (26 Feb - 4 July)
If you have used all five choices and have no offers or have
declined all offers, you could add Extra choices for
consideration one at a time.

If you don't hold any offers after 5 July, you will be able to
add an additional choice using Clearing

* Dates correct for 2026 entry
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'V\ Your status

Congratulations! Your place at

University of UCAS G45 for

Onresults dﬂ\/, vyour choices will | aw G78 has been confirmed.
automatically update from 9am

Decline my place >

If you meet the requirements for your firm choice, this will
change to accepted and your insurance choice will be
declined

Give us vour feedback!

f fl oY ful &
you are unsuccessful for your firm choice, but successfu s ! Next st eps
for your insurance choice, your insurance will be

automatically acceptec Check your confirmation letter
DO NOT TOUCH THE 'DECLINE MY PLACE' BUTTON! carefully. You should receive

If both your Firm and Insurance choices are unsuccessful, details from the university or
college about what to do next.

vou will automatically be placed into clearing

Adjustment Is available for
applicants who've met and
exceeded the conditions of their
offers, and may wish to look for
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Clearing

Clearing is the final part of the UCAS cycle ‘s Your status
You do not have a place at

&
*? Next steps
You can now look for Cleann

It is another chance to change courses or get a place on

o any of your choices. You are vacancies.
a specific course NOW in Clasdns Ve
Clearing number is 000038 Add a clearing choice

Clearing works on a first come, first served basis (subject
to applicants meeting the entry requirements)

Some courses may have lower entry requirements during
clearing, but this is not always the case

Please note that not all courses will enter clearing

You can apply through Clearing online or by calling your
chosen university s clearing hotline
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According to UCAS, how many students secured a uni place through clearing in 20237

20 @

26,016 34,626 48,379

68,810




How did you find this session?




University of
Hertfordshire

\Would you like to sign up with Herts for subject specific information? (optional)
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*» Ll
listening!

'll be at the stand for any questions and so you can grab some freebies :)
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