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Creating Tomorrow’s Citizens Today

All through news

Welcome to our all-through newsletter, where we try
and share with parents and carers, both news from
school but also what is happening as part of the wider
Simon Balle Community.

It seems that spring is on its way with the abundance
of flowers, brighter sunshine and the lighter evenings.
However we have just received a “cold weather
warning” for next week and although it is always
difficult to predict accurately whether there will be
snow, sleet, frosts and or sunshine, temperatures are
dropping once more.

Please ensure that your child wears a winter coat and
has breakfast before they leave home. Gloves and
hats will be recommended. We might also suggest
that parents leave a little longer for journeys. We
know that poor weather increases traffic problems
and it is always best to think ahead. In school, we
constantly assess the conditions on site; if too cold to
go out for breaks, we will be suggesting indoor
options. In the event of school closure, please do
check the website. The Department For Education is
quite clear now that home learning is now expected
to replace “snow days”!

Thank you to everyone who supported the
“Earthquake” appeal- read below for more details. We
also know that many of you continue to welcome and
support our Ukrainian friends who are so very much
part of our Hertford Community, including within our
own school community.

Turkey-Syria Earthquake collection! We were
overwhelmed by the response and many people can
now be helped with your amazing support.
We have started working in conjunction with
Humanitarian Aid Fund Great Britain (HAFGB) and
Debs Bonfield, who many of you will know through
her tireless efforts in supporting local families and
beyond.  We have set up a separate fundraising page
with Debs' charity to provide direct aid and support

to the people affected in this disaster. We will
continue to document our work there so you will be
able to see exactly where your support is going.
Please help us reach our target of £10,000.
www.justgiving.com/helpturkeyandsyriasurvivors.
Thank you.

This spirit of kindness and generosity is so important
in any community. Miss Ahmed, our Head of Y12 has
recently presented to Governors an impressive list of
how all of our Y12 have embraced their volunteering
responsibilities. From helping in lessons, mentoring
y11, listening to our youngest children read, being
part of the leadership of the walking bus, sports and
music leaders to setting up various clubs and
societies. The list and scope is impressive. Within the
“Larch centre” there are equally students who take up
leadership and volunteering roles, including our own
Larch Presidents. Shortly Mr Moss and I, along with
support from this year’s Presidents (Willow, Gabriel,
Sarah, Josh and Yazmin) will start the process of
appointing new Presidents. They in turn will work
with Mrs Kirk to identify the Larch Presidents who
will then take up their roles on various capacities
including the School Parliament.
And yet another way in which we do indeed “Create
tomorrow’s citizens today”.

Car Park
With many thanks to the vast, vast majority of our
parents who are supporting us with students walking
to school, and not driving to Simon Balle. Our site is
safe, and pedestrians and cars separated at all points
on site. Thank you.

That said, we have received a number of complaints
from the cricket club up the road from the school.
Firstly their car park cannot be used for parking or
dropping off/picking up. Nor should you park on the
verge as this is causing damage.

We would urge you, as always, to use the car park
next to the fire station in Old London Road and walk
to school from there. Families are able to park there

http://www.justgiving.com/helpturkeyandsyriasurvivors


for an hour at both ends of the day free of charge.
Please make full use of this facility. Thank you for
your cooperation.

Fruit and Vegetable shortages
You are probably aware of the current issues

surrounding the availability of salad items and winter
vegetables. There is, however, a reasonable supply of
alternative products such as broccoli, lamb's lettuce,
parsnips and other root vegetables.

As a result of the shortages our caterers, Accent, will
be offering alternatives to their usual menu options.
It is envisaged that this situation should be resolved
within 4 weeks. There will be notices displayed in the
canteen to inform students.

Vacancies
We continue to advertise for a number of roles:
English Teacher (secondary)
Teaching Assistant (SEND- secondary)
Teaching Assistant (English- secondary)
All of these vacancies are available to view on our
website
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/community/vac
ancies/

SEND meetings
If you would like to book a virtual appointment of up
to 15 minutes with a member of the SEND team,
please use the following link:
https://calendly.com/send-drop-ins/send-drop-in-me
etings?month=2022-12

Library news

Extreme Reading
To celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 2nd
March, we have had an Extreme Reading Challenge.
As part of the challenge students and staff had to
choose a good book to read, find a weird and
wonderful place to read the book, get engrossed in
the book, and have a photograph taken.
Well done to everyone who completed the challenge.
There are many extremely excellent entries!

World Book Day
David Rudd from Hertford Library came to visit year
3 today. Students in Wrens and Robins asked him lots
of excellent questions such as: What inspired you to
become a librarian?, what is your favourite part of the
job?, what is your favourite book, author, illustrator?, and
which book is borrowed the most often? David then
discussed all the different events that take place in
the library and the reasons why the library is an
important place in the community.
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PE news

Sportshall Athletics success

Congratulations to both Year 7 Girls and Year 5 and 6
girls who qualified for the County Sportshall finals on
March 21st at Wodson Park. This is the first time we
will have teams across the All through school
competing at a County final. We are also proud to
announce that our Year 9 & 10 Sports leaders will be
supporting the running of the event. Many thanks
must go to these students for their support in the
delivery of the recent District Sportshall competition.
We wish all athletes and sports leaders the best of
luck at the County finals.

Football news
Our Larch football team has been competing in the
Hope cup since January. We are extremely proud of
their achievements as they have qualified for the
semifinals of this competition which involves all the
local Hertford and Ware schools.

At secondary level four teams have qualified for the
semi finals of the District Cup, this is our best
showing in recent years. The following year groups
have qualified;

● Year 7
● Year 8 (one game to play)
● Year 10
● Year 11
● Senior

Recently the Year 9 Boys beat Broxbourne School 3-1
but unfortunately with 2 wins out of three, it is not
enough for a semi final place.

On Saturday 25th February Years 7-10 competed in
our Saturday morning fixtures against Katherine
Warrington school. Years 8 & 9 won and Year 7 & 10
narrowly lost. This Saturday we are due to play
Roundwood Park with Years 8 & 10 at home and
Years 7 and 9 away.

Our Year 8 boys play Ashlyns School (Berkhamsted)
on Friday 3rd March in the Quarter final of the
County Plate. They also play their final group game in

the district cup on the 9th March. If they win this they
will progress to the Semi-finals.

Girls football:
U13 Girls National Cup
The U13 girls football team comfortably won their
first game in the district cup and also progressed to
the next round of the National Cup on penalties. All
future games in the cup competitions can be found on
the Sport calendar as and when they are arranged.
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/sport/

U15 Girls National Cup
The U15 girls were away at St Albans High School for
Girls’ in the first round of the National Cup. Despite
being their first game, the girls quickly started playing
well and scored not long into the first half. As the
game went on, the girls continued to play some
excellent football and capitalised on their chances.
The final score finished at 5-1 with the Simon Balle
team progressing through to the next round.

Hockey news
The U12 boys hockey team went to the County
tournament at Bishops Stortford College. Despite
being the first time to enter a competition at this level
for year 7 boys, the boys played some fantastic
hockey and competed with some very strong teams.
Across the day, the boys had 3 draws and 3 losses and
gained a lot of experience to take through to next
year. Well done to all the boys for their commitment
to the hockey club this year.

Coming up this month we have the district
tournaments for Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10
girls teams.

https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/sport/


Rugby news
Our Year 7 boys team is improving all the time and
ran in 5 tries against Robert Barclay on Tuesday
28th. Their next match is against Chauncy on
Monday 6th March (at home) where a big focus is
on more control at the ruck and wider passing out of
the ruck. It’s great to watch their development and
we look forward to next week.
Year 8 boys rugby plate quarter final Vs SRA is
coming up next week.

Netball
We are delighted that our Larch Netball team have
qualified for the semi-finals of the Evans trophy which
is out of all the Schools in Hertford and Ware. This is a
knock out competition that the children have been
playing in since January.

Year 10 girls competed in their school netball
tournament hosted at Broxbourne. The girls played
exceptionally well, finishing runners up of the
tournament only losing to Presdales.

The year 7 girls play in their District netball
tournament on the 8th March and the year 8’s on the
21st March. We want to wish all squads the best of
luck for these competitions.

Secondary fixtures and extracurricular
programme
Please go to the following link on the school website
for all secondary fixtures and Simon Balle Sport
twitter updates -
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/sport/
Our Secondary Sports extra-curricular programme
can be found by visiting the following link -
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/sport/secondar
y-sport/

Dates for the diary
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PSA news
The PSA have started planning for the Slice of
Summer and are looking to expand the team or
organisers.  This year, the summer fair will take place
on Saturday 1st July, 12-4pm.  Area Leads are needed
for the following: Volunteers, Creative, Attractions,
Stallholders, Music & Entertainment, Food and Drink,
Games and Prizes, Raffle, Maps and Planning,
Sponsorship.
If you are interested in leading or co-leading with a
friend, please refer to this form for more information
and to sign up:
https://forms.gle/Ts4odcMxtwEgMMVDA

Re-homing unwanted and excess gifts
The PSA would be very grateful for any
new/unopened excess gifts you may have that we can
offer as Raffle prizes at our fundraising events. Please
drop them off at either reception.
Thank you.

Volunteer Opportunities
We have a number of volunteer opportunities
including supporting the bar for the Music
Department’s Strings and Singing evening on 18th
March, as well as their Wind and Brass night on 22nd
April.  Later in the year we will be looking for support
with the Larch Frozen Fridays, the Slice of Summer
and our September quiz night.
To be included on our volunteer database, please
complete this short form:
https://forms.gle/njydecWi2mqddvg29

https://forms.gle/Ts4odcMxtwEgMMVDA
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A ‘quick queries’ service for parents, carers, and young people 
(16-25) in Hertfordshire

Visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localoffer for services 
for children/ young people with SEND

Find us on twitter @HertsEPS

Please call if you would like to speak directly to an Educational 
Psychologist to discuss a child or young person’s development, 
learning or emotional wellbeing, or to find out more about our 

service.

From 22nd February 2023 Contactline will be available 
Wednesday from 2:00pm to 4:30pm, 

every other week, term time only. List of available dates the 
line will be open can be found here: 

Educational Psychology Service (hertfordshire.gov.uk)

01992 588574

Contactline

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/educational-psychology-service.aspx
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