
Primary phase newsletter

Thursday 24th November  2022
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All through news
A warm welcome on a chilly day- the seasons at last
seem to be changing! With only 4 weeks until we
break up for Christmas, now is the time to remind
parents of some key dates.

● Friday 25- Tues 29 November (inclusive)
Student mid half term break (Tuesday is a
staff training day)

● Simon Balle Frost Fair-Saturday 10 December
● Wed 21 December - finish at lunchtime (tbc)
● Thursday 5 January- School starts for all

students
● Year 11 mocks start on December 5th.

If you have visited the site recently, you can not fail to
see the preparations for our new flexible space- “the
Jubilee Suite”. As a school desperate for creative
spaces, once installed this will offer opportunities for
staff and students alike to take a more creative
approach to rooming and events. We trust that this
will be functioning, early in the new year.

Whilst the calendar is already filling up with pre
Christmas events, we continue to celebrate other
opportunities. Since the publication of the last
newsletter we were all impressed with the wonderful
Armistice Day reflections; two events, every student
except Reception in our primary phase (380 children)
and followed by 1200  older students plus staff and
governors, moved by readings, the choir singing so
sensitively, the last post played, the laying of wreaths
and then two of our Ukrainian students reciting their
national anthem, whilst we all reflected on the
horrors of war.

In contrast, we thank you for your amazing support
for all of our musicians (this must now total over 500
young people across the school) playing in a variety of
concerts, and also Y6 in the national Shakespeare
Festival (Art Depot- Finchley)

Sports events have been equally popular and I know
that recently Mr Brennan has outlined to you the

many opportunities, matches and events that our
students rightly take part in. Tonight (Wednesday) is
our annual “Sixth Form Open Evening” and I expect to
see many parents there. Remember if you have
families and friends who are looking at sixth form
provision, we are always eager to hear from them.

We are well aware that life continues to throw many
challenges to our students and their families as well
as our staff. This is why we always emphasise the
importance of community- how we listen and help.
However, it is with sadness that I must ask that some
parents are reminded that we can not solve the whole
world’s problems. Equally, we can not simply drop
everything and deal with issues now.  We need all of
us to work together; can I remind parents that it is
perhaps better not to write a lengthy emotional email
late at night or to shout at staff when they simply
need to listen. We know that other professional
bodies display notices as polite reminders about this-
I am sure that a gentle reminder to the very few is
sufficient, as we all want the best for all of the
children.

To end; wishing everyone a relaxing mid half term
break.

Christmas jumper appeal

CHRISTMAS JUMPER APPEAL – THURSDAY 8TH

DECEMBER
In the UK and around the world, the Save the
Children charity makes sure children keep safe,
healthy and learning.

● They have helped 45 million children across
the world get the medicine, good food and
education they need



● They have over 600,000 supporters alongside
families, nurses, teachers and other workers

● They believe in a world where every child has
a chance of the future they deserve. With
children, for children they change the future
for good

DOUBLE THE FUN
For the first time ever, the UK government has
promised to match all donations. All of this ‘match
funding’ will go to an amazing cause - helping mums
and babies in Kenya.
Every year in Kenya, 74,000 children die before
reaching the age of five. Yet, most of these deaths are
the result of preventable causes, such as diarrhoea,
malaria and pneumonia. Half of under-five child
deaths are associated with malnutrition.  
The match funding from the UK government will
increase the quality and availability of essential
new-born and child health and nutrition services in
Kenya. It aims to benefit 200,000 vulnerable people. 
Our donations raised through Christmas Jumper Day
will go towards supporting Save the Children’s vital
work in the UK and around the world, enabling the
charity to make lasting change for those who need it
most.

Students and staff will be able to wear a Christmas
jumper on Thursday 8th December with their normal
school uniform. Please use this link
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/
madeleine-harman-christmas-jumper-day to make
your donation and to benefit from the government
match funding. Thank you in advance for your
support.

Children in need
Thank you to all those who donated to our Children in
Need appeal. We raised £1055.50 which will help to
make a difference to young lives.

Dropping students off
You must not drop off/park outside While Lodge or
on the bridleway. Drivers are blocking the driveway

and the residents are unable to enter or leave their
property. This is unacceptable. Thank you in advance.

Vacancies
We are looking for a TA to work either in KS1 or KS2
in the Larch centre. This is a full time post (32.5
hours per week over 5 days). For full information
and an application form please visit
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/?s=vacancies

PSA news
Frost Fair - 10th December, 12-4pm
You will soon receive a Frost Fair Newsletter,
providing you with lots of information relating to this
special event.  From the Winter Raffle, Year 7
House Hamper Competition (w/c 5/12) and Larch
Accessory day (9/12), to the pre-loved primary and
secondary uniform sale, crafty stallholders and even
our very own Simon Balle Festive Gin - there is
something for everyone.
We are still looking for a large number of volunteers
to make this event a success.  We especially need
help in these areas: Welcome Desk, Raffle Station,
Refreshments and the staff run Secret Shopping
Room (2-4pm slots).  We have limited volunteer
opportunities left on our games stalls.
Students, parents and staff, please consider
supporting this event by signing up to a volunteer
slot: https://forms.gle/dAQPB3S7oFbM4Z397

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/madeleine-harman-christmas-jumper-day
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/madeleine-harman-christmas-jumper-day
https://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/?s=vacancies
https://forms.gle/dAQPB3S7oFbM4Z397


Primary news

Poetry Writing Competition
This term we ran a poetry writing competition. The
theme for the competition was 'the environment'. The
poems were judged anonymously by the author Alice
Hemming and Miss Iles. Well done to the winners and
runners-up.

Here is Felix's winning poem:
The environment
Sea animal and littering limericks

Title: Animals HATE rubbish!!!

There once was a turtle named Bob,

who floated around with a sob.

All the rubbish in the sea,

tangled up round his knee.

To clean up, it was a big job!

Once lived a starving seal,

He ate some plastic he thought was a meal.

His belly felt sore,

He didn’t want any more,

Oh it was such an ordeal!

There was once a crab called Jerome,

Who needed to find a home.

The beach wasn’t clean,

Some people had been mean.

Their rubbish had been carelessly thrown!

It has been such an enriching fortnight, with so many
opportunities and so much to celebrate in the Larch.
I would like to begin by thanking parents/carers for
your support with home learning - there have been
some wonderfully creative homeworks to share and it
is always notable how these consolidate children’s
knowledge and skills - for example, geographical
models in Year 4 showing longitude/latitude/equator
and more, and excellent instructional writing in Year
3 showing all of the success criteria for great
instructions.

At this busy point within the term, it is important too
to celebrate the breadth of our curriculum. Year 2
are showing precision in their developing sewing
skills within DT, Year 5 are asking excellent questions
due to their engagement with science learning
related to the solar system and our literary canon
texts continue to inspire active learning and brilliant
writing - do ask any Year 1 child about Beegu!

A special newsletter will follow next week to highlight
our extra-curricular offer as an all-through school -
too much to highlight here! I wanted, though, to draw
your attention to Mr Leonard’s lunchtime leagues -
with certificates awarded for tag rugby last week and
the basketball league now begun. The children’s
enthusiasm is infectious! Fully inclusive, and
providing an opportunity to take part in active sport
at lunchtime, the children are showing great
sportsmanship and collaborative skills, as well as
developing physical skills - and always with an
emphasis on our SImon Balle values. Thank you Mr
Leonard!

Also a huge thank you to our amazing music
department and over 130 Larch musicians for the
concert in school last Wednesday. I know that the
music team have been celebrating this on social
media platforms, but a huge thank you from me to all
involved - from junior to senior Larch choirs, from
strings to wind and brass - the musicianship,
professionalism and smiles were great to see. As
always, an enormous thank you to parents/carers for
all your support and commitment for children’s
practice at home - the results are clear! Onwards to
Christmas - please see the Larch Carol Service dates
below!

This week it was the time for Year 6 to shine in their



wonderful Shakespeare performances of Macbeth in
the ArtsDepot theatre in London with all of the
benefits of a real theatre - from lighting to costumes,
from the staging and the technical departments - it
was a supportive audience and an incredible
atmosphere. The depth of children’s understanding of
the characters, the narrative and the language was
clearly evident in their convincing and professional
performance. We were so proud of all - well done!

At the other end of the age range in the Larch,
Reception are working hard to prepare for their
Nativity performance.  There is something magical
and exciting in the air when we hear young voices
sharing Christmas songs once again. With a brand
new performance this year, we are already so
impressed with the way different children are shining
and thriving with the opportunity to perform. We
look forward to welcoming parents to this very
special event.

Finally, anti-bullying week last week was a very
important opportunity to focus on the value of
kindness in the Larch. In our assembly on Tuesday
children’s voice, including our anti-bullying
ambassadors, was so powerful. Many, many kindness
calendars are in the process of being completed and
submitted. Google forms to seek children’s views
were completed from Years 3 - 6 - we will feedback in
our next newsletter. We are so proud daily of the way
in which your children are kind to one another - this is
the foundation of the calm and happy learning ethos
in every class.

With all good wishes for a wonderful long weekend,
Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal)




