


Pathways following Sixth Form
What do you intend to do from Summer 2023?

Higher 
education

Apprenticeships/ 
traineeships

Studying 
abroad

Gap year Employment





What is UCAS?
The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service

Their main role is to operate the application process for British universities.

https://www.ucas.com/

https://www.ucas.com/


What is UCAS?

350+ universities and colleges:

• 4 in Northern Ireland

• 15 in Wales

• 19 in Scotland

• 324 in England

35,000+ courses available





Opportunities available
● Contemporary and Popular Music
● Criminology and Sociology
● Economics with International Finance and Banking
● Animal Management and Zoology
● Speech and Language Therapy
● Motorsport Technology
● Archaeology
● Planning and Property Development
● Human Resource Management & Business
● Landscaping and Garden Design
● Mental Health Nursing
● Civil Engineering



Opportunities available
● Physiotherapy
● Sports Journalism
● Fashion Management
● Ancient History
● English and Creative Writing
● Photography
● Marine Biology
● Film and Television (Production)
● Graphic Communication and Illustration
● Events Management
● Neuroscience
● Midwifery



University is an AMAZING experience!



Why University?
Opportunities while studying:

• Chance to study a subject you are passionate about.

• Achieve a qualification that could lead to your chosen career.

• Grow in confidence, make lifelong friends, and gain independence and important life 
skills that will widen your prospects.

With a degree, you’ll have:
• the opportunity to follow your career path

• better job prospects, as many employers target graduates

• higher earning potential



University Mythbusting - True or False?
It’s not just A-levels,there are lots of different qualifications that 
will get you in to university

True
There are many qualifications that are accepted by 
universities

● AS
● A2
● EPQ
● BTEC
● Cambridge Technicals
● Access courses
● Music Grades
● ESOL Examinations
● LAMDA Level 3 Certificate in Speech & Drama: Performance 

Studies
● Free-standing Mathematics Qualification



University Mythbusting - True or False?
You can live at home and still go to university

True Living in halls of residence can provide an opportunity to 
become immersed in student life and live independently 
away from home. 

An increasing number of students attend universities and 
colleges that are close enough to allow them to remain at 
home. It is usually cheaper to live at home.



University Mythbusting - True or False?
You have big exams at the end of each year but only the ones in the final year 
count

False Most courses spread marks that contribute to your final 
grade across two or more years.

Very few degrees are awarded on ‘Finals’ alone.



University Mythbusting - True or False?
If you find you have chosen the wrong course you can automatically change 
to another subject

False While at most universities it is possible to change courses 
early in the first year, you have to fulfil the entry 
requirements of the new course, and there has to be space 
available.



University Mythbusting - True or False?
There is no one to turn to if you are finding it difficult to cope

False There are a whole range of support networks.

The Student Union/Guild has dedicated welfare teams with 
expertise in finance, academic support and 
accommodation. There are counselling services that offer 
confidential advice and support. 

Each academic department will have tutors responsible for 
the progress of students and they can often help with both 
academic and non-academic difficulties.



University Mythbusting - True or False?
Only rich people go to university. Students loans will put you in debt for life.

False





What are Student Loans?
Funds loaned to you by the government, to help you cover the costs of going to 
university.

There are two types of loan:
▪ A Tuition Fee Loan - paid to your university to cover the costs of your tuition
▪ A Maintenance Loan - paid to you to help with living costs - like rent, bills, 

books and socialising
 
These loans are very different to commercial loans offered by banks. They are 
designed to make sure your repayments don’t start until a year after you’ve 
graduated, and are always manageable and affordable. 





What is a Tuition Fee Loan?
• A Tuition Fee Loan is there to cover the costs of your tuition.
• It’s paid directly to your university or college, in three instalments per 

year.
• If you attend a publicly-funded university or college and it’s your first 

degree (it is for the vast majority of students) you will be eligible for a 
loan that covers all of your tuition fees



How do Student Loans work?
 

• Once you’ve decided to study a higher education course, you can apply for a 
Tuition Fee Loan of up to £9,250 per year to cover the cost of your course 
fees. 

• You apply through Student Finance England and the money is paid directly to 
your chosen university or college, so you don’t need to worry about making any 
payments yourself.





Rent, books, food and socialising are all a big part of university life - and they all 
cost money.  

The government also provides a maintenance – or living costs - loan that is 
designed to help towards your living costs. 

The amount of support you can access for living costs depends on your 
circumstances, including your household income and where you live and 
study.

Once you have applied for the loan, it’s paid into your bank account in three 
instalments - then it’s up to you to plan your budget and be smart about spending!



MAINTENANCE LOAN SUPPORT FOR 2020/21

HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIVING WITH PARENTS (£) LIVE AWAY FROM HOME AND 
STUDYING OUTSIDE 
LONDON (£) 

LIVE AWAY FROM HOME AND 
STUDYING IN LONDON (£) 

£25,000 or less 7,324 8,700 11,354

£30,000 6,707 8,076 10,719

£35,000 6,090 7,452 10,084

£40,000 5,473 6,828 9,449

£42,875 5,118 6,469 9,083

£45,000 4,885 6,204 8,813

£50,000 4,238 5,579 8,178

£55,000 3,621 4,955 7,543

£58,212 3,224 4,331 6,907

£60,000 3,224 4,054 6,272

£65,000 3,224 4,054 5,654





When do you start repaying your loan?
So, you’ve sorted out your tuition fee and maintenance loan - but how will you 
repay them?  And when?

Good news!  You will only be required to start making any repayments

• From the April after you’ve graduated - and
• If you’re earning above the threshold of £25,000 per year - and 
• You only ever repay a percentage of what you earn above that threshold

Your Tuition Fee Loan and Maintenance Loan are combined for repayment 
purposes, to keep it simple.  And the student finance system is designed to 
ensure your repayments are always affordable.



How much will you pay back?

Once you’re earning over the £25,000 threshold:

• You’ll pay 9% of anything you earn above that £25,000 per year. 
• Your employer will deduct this from your salary automatically, like taxes. 

So, let's say your salary is £27,000 a year - you'll pay 9% of £2,000. 

That’s just £15 pounds a month.
If you're self-employed, you’ll make repayments as part of your 
self-assessment return to HMRC, in the same way you’d pay self-employed 
taxes.



Key messages
• Interest rates and repayments are dependent on your income – so they 

should always be manageable 

• After 30 years, if you don’t pay your loan off in full, any remainder will be 
written off.

• The Government expects that 25% of current full-time undergraduates who 
take out loans will repay them in full

• If you decide to leave university before graduating you’ll still have to repay 
what you’ve been loaned – but again, only once your income is above the 
threshold.



University Mythbusting - True or False?
If you move abroad after university you don’t have to pay your student loan 
back

False



Consider where gaining a degree could help you reach!

















Average Potential Earnings
The average graduate debt – stands at 
more than £50,000 for a three-year 
degree.

That said, a degree still pays off in the 
long run.
Graduates last year earned a median 
salary of £34,000, while non-graduates 
earned only £25,000.



Headline facts and figures
● The employment rate for working-age graduates in 2019 was 87.5%
● Graduates are more likely to be in employment than non-graduates, although the gap has been narrowing 

since 2014
● In 2019 the non-graduate employment rate was 72%

Annual median salaries 
working age population; 
2007-2019



Alternatives to University
● University isn’t for everyone.
● There are plenty of alternatives, Further education colleges offer 

higher apprenticeships and foundation degrees, which combine 
academic and vocational study from L1 - L4..

● Later in life you may consider adult education, distance learning 
and online courses, which can be done remotely and part-time.

● The newest option is a degree apprenticeship, 



Degree Apprenticeships
● Degree Apprenticeships launched 

in 2015
● You are classed as an employee
● Follow the employers application 

process
● For three or four years, apprentices 

study for their degree while gaining 
paid industry experience

● Course costs are covered by the 
employer and the government, 
meaning degree apprentices often 
don’t have to pay for their tuition



Very Competitive
● The entry requirements for each degree apprenticeship vary from programme to 

programme.
● Most employers set minimum entry requirements that are similar to traditional 

university degrees - that's typically three A levels (A* to C)

MINIMUM ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS!



The Facts and Statistics
● 146,900 apprenticeship achievements
● 19% higher apprenticeships
● 27,911 degree apprenticeships in the UK

● Apprenticeships are for all ages
● Number of under 19 years olds secured a degree 

apprenticeship - 2,800
● Down 18% on last year

● You are an employee - redundancy
● 2,270 apprenticeship ended











Key Dates
15th September 2022 - University applications 
open for courses beginning September 2022.

15 October 2022, 18:00 (UK time) – deadline 
for any course at the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, or for most courses in medicine, 
veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry.  

26 January 2023, 18:00 (UK time) – deadline 
for the majority of courses. 

24 March 2023, 18:00 (UK time) – deadline for 
some art and design courses.



How many courses can I apply for?
You can apply for as many as 5 courses. All UK Universities use the UCAS system.



Application to University - Personal Statement
The personal statement is an important part of the UCAS application. It's your 
chance to describe your ambitions, skills and experience. It's your chance to 
show what makes you unique, besides your birth name and UCAS ID.

The ‘word’ limit for your personal statement is 47 lines, or 4000 characters. 
This equates to (roughly) 500 words.

● Your predicted grades
● School reference (written by your form 

tutor)

Is also sent to UCAS as part of your 
application.



Grades/ Estimated UCAS point score



Entry Requirements

UCAS Tariff - 
112 - 120 
points

A level - AAA

A level - ABB

UCAS Tariff - 128 - 
136 points

UCAS Tariff - 
112 - 120 
points

A level - 
AAA







Researching Next Steps

Dedicate at least ONE p6 session a week to Next Steps.
Begin generating a list of 20- 30 courses that possibly interest you!



February - Coaching Sessions
Gain further advice and guidance from the Sixth Form team in smaller groups.

“How to begin shortlisting your options”



UCAS Exhibition Trip
Monday 14th March 2022 - Coaches from SBAS to Excel Centre in London









What can you start doing now?

Research courses/ 
apprenticeships using 

UCAS or Unifrog.
Explore all options.

Generate a list.

1 2
Begin seeking a Work 
Experience placement

3
Talk to your parents/ 

guardians.


