
WELCOME TO

SIMON BALLE
ALL-THROUGH SCHOOL

CREATING TOMORROW’S CITIZENS TODAY



HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME

Dear Prospective parent,

The decision to not hold our annual Saturday
Open Morning was not taken lightly and we are
so looking forward to resuming next year, this
celebration of the life of our school community.

Due to the continuing worry about large
gatherings, this year we have decided to hold a
series of events for our prospective families;
after school tours and an online information
library. Unfortunately these will never capture
the true atmosphere of the school, that special
ethos, strong sense of community, academic
rigour, ambition and deep care. Please accept
our apologies as what we are trying to do as a
substitute is difficult logistically and do talk to
families and students already here so that they
can help you with your choice.

Our school is special and really does have a
unique ethos. We have a clarity of vision and
purpose: we are indeed driven by the fact that
we want to ensure that all of our young people,
irrespective of their starting point or
background, have the knowledge,
understanding and skills to become great
citizens.

The last two years have clearly shown to
everyone how the world is changing and the
challenges and opportunities that lay ahead for
these young people are both exciting and
daunting. To meet these head on, all young
people need to have that real strength of
character, an ability to face and accept change,
to seek out new reliable knowledge and to
develop a deep sense of moral purpose. This is
the mission of Simon Balle.

The foundation of this is our explicit teaching of
our values which we do through assemblies, our
House system, the way we talk, our School
Parliament and our community activities. This is
true whether the students are at the start of
their educational journey as a reception aged
child, during those important teenage years or
in the last stages at school.

This was seen so clearly by “Her Majesty’s
Inspectors” when Ofsted visited our school in
May 2018. They observed that:

“Strong moral values underpin the school’s ethos
and aims. Leaders treat all pupils as individuals”.

Alongside our focus on values we have our
passion and commitment to ensure all of our
students receive a “first class education”.

“Pupils typically experience teaching which is of a
consistently high quality. Teachers have strong and
secure subject knowledge and convey their
enthusiasm for their subject very well to pupils and
keep them up to date with the latest developments”

Therefore, our aspirations and expectations for
each young person are very high. We do not
accept second best academically and this can be
clearly seen when analysing our examination
results. Students make great progress here in
their studies.

“Pupil’s progress is rapid and sustained. All groups
of pupils achieve very well across a wide range of
subjects”

“The curriculum is broad and balanced and
provides children with excellent opportunities to
develop their skills and nurture their talents”



“Pupils respond to their teacher’s high expectations.
They are expected to try hard and achieve highly
whatever their starting points. Pupils relish the
opportunity to challenge themselves”

The school creates an extremely happy and
positive learning environment where all
children flourish. Children are expected to learn
to be independent in terms of how they conduct
themselves and their ability to develop study
habits. This belief in the worth of the individual
means that we simply care and the children
know this daily. One student told an Inspector:

“Teachers will move mountains to make sure you’re
happy”

Simon Balle All through School is a calm and
orderly school. We educate all children to learn
how to live well together, to show dignity and
respect.

“Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary. Relationships
between teachers and pupils are strong. They are
exceptionally well mannered and are well equipped
to be model citizens”

So, our mission is to develop the whole person.
Our range of enrichment opportunities is
impressive and in particular we are well known
for the outstanding musical experience our
students get as well as the incredible sporting
successes.

Our students thrive; most stay on into our
successful sixth form and indeed others transfer
to join them. The majority of students go onto
university courses or prestigious
apprenticeships, following their dream in a wide
range of subjects.

With a common and shared vision, parents work
very closely with us and thus a true partnership
is formed.

“Parents and carers, staff and pupils are
overwhelmingly positive about the school and its
aims. Communication with parents is highly
effective”

“The school has been the best I could have hoped
for, for my son. He has made fantastic progress and
enjoys going to school. I can honestly say I would
not want my children to attend any other school”

We are so proud of our community here in
Hertford. Our students leave us fully prepared
for the next stage in their lives. Thus we are
indeed “creating tomorrow’s citizens today”.

Alison Saunders, Headteacher

 



STUDENT VIEWS

We asked some of our current Year 7 students about their experience both of transition, and
their first few weeks at Simon Balle, bearing in mind that they too in 2020, did not have the
opportunity to attend an open morning!

“At first I was really scared of
starting secondary school here at

Simon Balle, but now I know
there was no need to have felt

that way. I have really enjoyed it
here so far and I can't wait for

the years to come”. - Neve

“It is good to have friends
that you already know but
it's even better when you

make new ones! “- Melissa

“I really enjoy Simon Balle,
it's really fun.I like cooking

with Mrs Saunders and
science with Mr
Kelleway”. - Luis

“At the start of year 7 I only knew
a few people but I've already
made lots of new friends. I

thought I would get very lost but
with the help of the summer

school I found my way around
the school and I know my way all

around It. I'm very happy with
my form tutor. I couldn't ask for

more!  - Emily 

“I was scared at first
thinking i wont have that
many friends because no

one from my primary came
here but I made lots of
friends and feel really

happy.” - Jorgie

“Simon Balle is a great school
and there are a lot of different
subjects .My favourites are P.E,
English, values with Mrs Owen.
You will get your own lockers,

chrome books and other supplies
like the Simon Balle uniform and
P.E kit. I definitely enjoy it a lot
more here than primary.”- Ruby



“I enjoyed it here because
you can play football at

lunch and make new friends.
Also you can go to football,

rugby, netball and
basketball” . - Thomas

“I have made lots of new
friends and have enjoyed

my time so far. My
favourite subject is art and

I really like our form
teacher”. - Ruby 

“I've liked year 7 so far
because of all of the subjects

like drama, geography and
history and things like that

which we didnt do in primary
school much. Once I got used

to the layout of the school
after summer school it was

easy to get around and know
my classrooms.” - Jude

 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed Year 7 so
far and had many new

opportunities. I have made so many
more friends and I am so glad that I
chose Simon Balle. I really enjoy the
lessons that we do and the teachers

are so helpful and will always
encourage you to do your best.

After seeing what secondary school
is like, I am no longer afraid and

wouldn't go back to primary school.
- Katie

“I have really enjoyed year 7, the
people are super nice. I couldn't

have hoped for a better form tutor
and every lesson is really fun. It is

quite a big jump from primary
school, but it is a good one as you
feel really grown up and everyone

feels the same when joining
secondary school so don't be afraid

to ask someone if you need help
with something.” - Noah

Students follow a broad and balanced curriculum with a wide range of subjects to choose from at
GCSE level. Our aim is to fully prepare students for the next stage in their education and achieve
the best results of which they are capable. Lessons across the school encourage students to have a
passion for their learning, be independent and aspire to excellence. Whether it be our highly
successful Sixth Form, college or on an apprenticeship, Simon Balle students are ready and able to
succeed.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is Simon Balle All-through School an “inclusive school” and will my child be known as an individual?

This is perhaps the hallmark of our school. Every child is accepted for who they are and how they contribute to our
community through character, academic ability, skills and values. We are a truly inclusive school. However, as a
school, whilst celebrating the worth of every student, they must operate within the framework and limits of our
community.

Do you set or stream students according to their ability?

Initially students when they join our community are mostly taught within a mixed ability group. Certain subjects
then look at how they can group according to skills and ability but this is never fixed, for example maths and
languages.

My child is bright academically- how will you stretch them?

We are known as an academic school for we have the highest expectations upon all students regardless of their
starting place. Indeed this summer, three of our students are starting their degree courses at Oxford or Cambridge,
whereas many others attend other prestigious universities. Our staff are specialists and highly academic, and thus
they delight in setting challenges for those students who are more able. In addition, we run enrichment
programmes including a series of aim higher sessions in Y9,Y11 and Y13.

My child needs support with their literacy. What will you do?

We are passionate about ensuring that all students not only can read and write confidently but they enjoy
developing their literacy skills. Quality first teaching is always the most important strategy for all students but
especially for those who struggle or who have SEND needs. Our teaching assistants form part of our learning
support team and receive regular training to ensure that they are equipped to support students appropriately. In
addition, from time to time, we focus ipon out of class support with trained teachers who can create group or
individual programmes.

I have heard that there will be less chance of getting into Simon Balle because of your own primary school
children?

We are offering 180 places for local children. Although in September 2022, students who are currently in our
primary phase will be offered an automatic place, most of these young people live locally within walking distance
to the school. Simon Balle All through School is primarily a local community school and as such is for the people of
Hertford who live nearest to the school, and who will support our ethos and values.

Our neighbour’s children have chrome books- how does this work ?

We are proud of the digital journey we have been on over many years. Our students use IT daily through their use
of “google classrooms” and mark books. Therefore we run a scheme whereby parents can purchase school chrome
books at a good cost. The students are expected to bring their chrome books every day and also use them at
home. To be frank, this is what singled us out as a school during the recent lockdowns, for our students can study
remotely and now are confident and enjoy our blended learning approach.



Did you as a school manage to keep open and teach during Lockdowns?

We have never closed! Every day children and young people attended school as we openly welcomed key worker
children and those deemed to be vulnerable. Lessons were taught live online or through a series of engaging
resources, and staff made weekly pastoral contact with all students. This has eased the transition back into school
and really helped those who struggled.

Which Modern Foreign Languages will new students study?

We believe that the study of language is so important if we are creating tomorrow’s citizens today. Our students
will study French and Spanish, with an expectation that almost all take one to GCSE level.

Do you offer a fully broad and balanced curriculum at KS4?

Currently students in Y10 and Y11 in addition to the core subjects, choose 4 options; one must be geography or
history, and then a variety from creative and performing arts and design, additional science/ humanities, food,
business, sports studies, religious education and health and social care.

We believe that science is really important for young people to study. Do you encourage this?

An understanding of science is so important for all young people and so many of our students really enjoy
exploring so many aspects from human biology, plant life, environmental issues, chemistry physics and
astrophysics. All students study science at KS4, with many opting for the extended programmes. Sciences, along
with psychology, are the most popular subjects at A level (along with mathematics) and we have a large number of
students who not only study them with us , but go onto further study at university, or through an apprenticeship
scheme.

My friend tells me that this year Year 7 students come to school early on certain days. Why is this?

We are running a special academic enrichment programme, called ‘Gradu8’, for all Y7 children every Monday and
Thursday morning, from 8-8.30am. This is a personalised programme so we respond to the needs of each student
and provide the support and stretch they need to be successful with us from the very start. Activities range from
maths challenge projects, to MFL culture club, specialised software to develop reading skills and much more
besides.

We have heard that you do not have strict rules? How do you manage behaviour?

We believe that children and young people should ultimately be able to self regulate and take responsibility for
their own behaviours. We teach them what good behaviour looks like and have incredibly high expectations. There
are rules, and we expect students to adhere to them. If students fail to follow these, they will receive detentions
and in extreme cases may be excluded temporarily or permanently. We always work with parents and students
when issues occur which our parents really value.



We have seen that there are lots of opportunities for music at Simon Balle- please tell us more?

Our music department is perhaps one of the best nationally in terms of the opportunities it offers. Indeed,
currently around a quarter of all students learn a musical instrument (there are so many choices- even for
beginners!)  or take voice lessons. Or curriculum music is innovative, frequently using specialist software to
compose and perform. At GCSE and A level , music is a popular option. If you learn an instrument it is imperative
that you perform; we have a vast number of ensembles, choirs, orchestras, bands and groups playing genres that
include, rock, pop, jazz, classical, baroque and modern. Most students also take an examination in performing;
from grade 1 beginners to grade 8. In addition, each year a few students take the prestigious diploma (university
level) often prior to accepting places at various musical conservatoires.

What sort of  sport and other enrichment clubs do you offer?

We are passionate about sport and physical activity both for teams and individuals. We offer the traditional team
sports for both boys and girls, as well as some less popular sports. In addition, we are very keen to promote
athletics and running; we also offer fitness through our own in house fitness area.

Most curriculum areas offer clubs and societies for various year groups, including drama, art, chess, geography and
science. Debating club is also popular.

What are the times of the school day?

We expect all secondary students to be onsite by 8.30 to start their lessons at 8.40. Each lesson is an hour. We
finish school at 3.10pm. Parents must not bring their children on to the school site (unless before 8am) nor pick up,
unless after 4.15pm. Students are expected to walk or bike to school, or dropped off in the town.

How does Simon Balle school help all students to make a smooth transition from their primary schools?

Should you be so fortunate as to gain a place, we will then expect both you and your child to be part of our
transition programme. This will include online learning and information, face to face meetings, a visit to the child’s
primary setting and a day in school. We are also looking at how we can replicate our highly successful summer
school we ran this year from summer 2022.

What are your expectations upon parents?

We truly believe that for your child to thrive here, we need to work closely with you as parents. It is a myth that
once a child enters secondary school, parents can be less involved. We need you to understand the curriculum and
be true partners with us, engaging and supporting this part of the educational journey.

Please visit our website for further information

www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk

http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk

