
GCSE Support Evening 
19/09/23



The Purpose of This Evening
● To ensure parents feel informed and supported about the 

challenge ahead.

● To hear from students that were in your shoes last year. 

● To give advice to students and parents about learning at 
home.



Year 11 Key Contacts
Head of Year

Mr. Waterworth

Form Tutors

Mrs. Barrow
Miss. Hart
Mrs. Holcroft
Mr. Hughes Alty
Ms. Jones
Mr. Nichols
Mrs. Parkinson
Mr. Wigham
Mrs. Williams





Year 11 Key Dates

Assessments

1st Assessment Week - 25/09/23

Christmas Mocks - 04/12/23

Easter Mocks - 11/03/24

GCSE Start - 09/05/24

Parents Evenings and 
Reports

First Report - 30/10/22

Parents Eve - 17/01/24

Parents Eve - 17/04/24



Period 6
Starts on Monday 25th September.

Strongly recommend students to attend if they have a session.

Week A
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Opt B English Maths F. Maths

Week B
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Opt C Opt A Science F. Maths



Period 6 Rewards (Sep-Dec)(Jan-April)
100% attendance to all period 6: Draw for £50, £30, £20 vouchers

100% attendance to subject period 6: Draw for free prom ticket

Period 6 Hard worker award: 1st £50 voucher, 2nd £30 voucher, 3rd £20 voucher

Period 6 highest attending form: Reward trip to those who attended



Shevington High School  
Past Students



Revision



How to Get Organised
● Subject folders
● Plastic wallets
● File dividers
● Stationery
● Follow a timetable
● Have a sensible working area
● Diary/Planner
● Know your exam dates





Effective Revision Conditions
NO MOBILE DEVICES

Quiet space

Away from all distractions

Have a designated area that isn’t located in your relaxing zone

Take advantage of your school environment

Meeting with people can SOMETIMES be beneficial



(students)

Take class tests/mocks seriously

Eat breakfast and ensure you get 
enough sleep

Use the schools/exam resources

Start early !!!! (Now!)

Remember to take regular 
breaks

Use a revision app

Revise the aspects you struggle 
with and not just what you 
enjoy/are good at

Get the spec!



Year 11 Key Contacts

Test your child

Offer emotional support

Enforce time for a break and mobile 
phone rule

Ensure they’ve created a revision 
timetable

Leave them/give them space when 
working

Organise an area for study

Help them get organised; Folders, 
postcards, etc

Ask what’s going on –but light-touch

Check progress & completion of 
homework

Breakfast & water



Year 11 Key Contacts





Success in GCSE Mathematics



3 GCSE Mathematics Exam Papers

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
Non Calculator Calculator Calculator

Pupils will not know the content that is to be tested on each paper so 
should be fully prepared for any topic to come up.  Some topics can be 

tested on more than one paper.

Higher and Foundation tests are on the same days for same length of time.
All papers are 1 hour and 30 minutes in length and are out of 80.



GCSE Mathematics Higher and Foundation 
Higher Foundation



Essential Equipment Required
●Scientific Calculator (Casio preferred)
●Black pen, pencil, ruler
●Maths Set



Using Weekly Analysis Grid to Revise…
All pupils are issued with one of these for each paper.  We strongly encourage pupils 
to focus on the skills highlighted red as it was on these questions that your child 
scored zero marks.  Sometimes this happens when a pupil is secure in a skill but does 
not know how to apply the skill to the question.

P6 sessions will be based on 
supporting pupils to revise 
using these!



Using Weekly Analysis Grid to Revise…
This pupil should now plan to revise the 
following topics on Mathswatch.  

Clip 117
Area of a Circle
Clip 150
Pythagoras’ Theorem
Clip 204
Probability AND/OR Questions
Clip 199
Direct and Inverse Proportion
Clip 154
Negative Indices
Clip 188
Fractional Indices
Clip 159b
Equation of a Line
Clip 208
Perpendicular Lines
Clip 203
Area of a Triangle using Sine



Using Weekly Analysis Grid to Revise…
Select Videos from 
the bar at the top, 
then search by clip 
number or by topic 
using words.

Clip 117
Area of a Circle



Using Weekly Analysis Grid to Revise…
We recommend that 
pupils watch the 
video, make
a revision card and 
try the interactive 
questions.



Home Learning (Homework)
● An online homework task is set on Mathswatch weekly    

(to help revise for upcoming weekly assessments) 
● A 2nd homework task is set on paper weekly                   

(to help keep previous topics fresh)
● Both are set on Wednesdays, due the following Wednesday
● Students should do extra on top of this when revising and 

preparing for exams and assessments.



Questions you may want to ask your child on a 
weekly basis

● Have you completed your homework on Mathswatch and 
on paper?  

● Can you show me what you have been working on this 
week as part of your revision?



We need your help and support

• Attendance
• Punctuality
• Keep us informed
• Behaviour
• Equipment
• Revision
• Coaching 



GCSE Science - How can you help 
with  science revision



GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy)
● Final Examination Assessments only
● 6 papers each 1 hour 15 minutes  (7-1/2 hours of examination)
● 2 x biology, 2 x physics, 2 x chemistry
● 70 marks per paper
● 2 grades awarded, 9-9 down to 1-1.  Grade 4-4 is a low grade pass.  Can achieve 5-

4, 9-8 etc.



GCSE chemistry/biology/physics
● Final Examination Assessments only
● 6 papers each 1 hour 45 minutes  (10-½ hours examination)
● 2 x biology, 2 x physics, 2 x chemistry
● 100 marks per paper
● 3 grades awarded, 9 down to 1.  Grade 4 is a low grade pass.  



Assessment Objectives (AOs)
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE 
Combined Science: Trilogy specifications and all exam boards. The exams will measure 
how students have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific 
techniques and procedures. (40%)

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, 
techniques and procedures.  (40%)

• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and 
draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures. (20%)



Revision - Little and Often
● Equipment required:  notebook, index cards, paper, revision guides/textbooks, laptop.
● Fitting science revision into their regular practice is a great way of making it seem less 

overwhelming. Start with areas they find the hardest.
● Use a variety of resources:

○ Seneca learning
○ Revision Guides
○ Online videos
○ Practice papers and GCSE Questions

● Sit down with your child and make sure they’re really getting the topics they’re covering. 
Learning to recognise their weak spots and to pinpoint the moment when they start to 
understand for themselves is key to improving their metacognition and their skills for life 
beyond school. 

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/courses/add?Price=Free
https://global.oup.com/education/product/9781382004879/?region=uk
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu


seneca



Y11 SENECA REVISION CHALLENGE

What? - Revision challenge for paper 2 mocks

Who? - Split into triple, higher and foundation

How? - Complete as many hours of seneca as you can! These must be from the 
“SENECA REVISION CHALLENGE” assignments on your google classroom.

When? - From now until after mocks (after easter). Weekly winners and a final grand 
prize.

Grand prize - FREE PROM TICKET



Online Videos - https://cognitoedu.org/



Past papers:  Exam Board: AQA  GCSE Combined science - Trilogy



Practical tips:
● Follow the same revision timetable as the science teachers.  (A timetable for 

classes has been made available).  This helps the students when they come into 
lessons having already revised the topic.

● Use the revision guides or textbooks to test them.
● Identify areas of weakness and focus on these areas more to make the most 

progress.
● Practice questions  (SLOP!)



How to use the textbooks to help with revision



Success in GCSE 
English Language and English Literature

“life is what you make it!”



English Language
Paper 1 - Fiction
Explorations in 
creative reading and 
writing

80 mark paper
- Section A Reading (1 extract to 

read)
- Section B Writing

Creative/descriptive writing

1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2 - Non Fiction
Writers’ viewpoints 
and perspectives

80 mark paper
- Section A Reading

(2 extracts to read)
- Section B Writing

Leaflet, essay, article, letter, or 
speech.

1 hour and 45 minutes

Total exam score is out of 
160 marks

3 hours and 
30 minutes in total



English Literature
Paper 1 
Shakespeare
19th Century Novel

- 64 mark paper
- Section A 

Romeo and Juliet
- Section B

The Sign of the Four

1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2
Modern Play
Poetry Anthology
Unseen Poetry

- 96 mark paper
- Section A

Blood Brothers or An Inspector Calls
- Section B

Power and Conflict Poetry
- Section C 

Unseen poetry (2 questions)

2 hour and 15 minutes

Total exam score is out of 
160 marks4 hours in total



What can YOU do to succeed in English Language?

● Reading fiction and non-fiction texts
● Completing past papers to practise question skills
● Reflection on mock marking and working on areas of 

development
● Look back through your work on Google Classroom
● Use GCSE Pod 
● Watch some informative videos by Mr Bruff
● Make sure you have your ’cheat-sheet’ or story opener 

completed and marked by your teacher
● Prepare for cold test and use the feedback



What can YOU do to succeed in English Literature?
● Read and revisit your set texts
● Completing past papers to practise question skills
● Set yourself character or theme questions
● Reflection on mock marking and working on areas of development
● Look back through your work on Google Classroom
● Use GCSE Pod - the videos have lots of quotes with analysis
● Watch some informative videos by Mr Bruff
● Revision techniques: brain dump (and check), flash cards, 

decorate your house with post-it notes, make audio quotes (with 
explosions)

● Seneca - particularly good for context revision and poetry 
anthology

● Prepare for cold test and use the feedback



Revision guides

“life is what you make it!”

● SCOPAY
I have had all the literature revision guides added to SCOPAY 
for you to order.  

These can be ordered as a bundle or you can select individual 
revision guides.



How can students be supported at home?

Supporting your young adult to come up with a revision timetable - this is key!

Practising exam writing for English Language is vital - it is often timings that students 
struggle with.  The Independent learning tasks for next term will have a variety of 
exam questions to support this.  Can you start the timer?  Do they know their ‘cheat-
sheet’/opener - ask about this.

English Literature is slightly different.  You could help with quote recall, discussing the 
social and historical context of the text, asking about the plot of the texts, can your 
young adult tell you about the characters - this includes the poetry anthology.   

“life is what you make it!”



What WE will do to support you?

“life is what you make it!”

As a team of staff we are here to:

● provide every revision material we have to help you practice
● guide you when you are uncertain
● give you our time to support you in period 6
● working with small groups to develop responses
● give you lots of praise for success
● listen and help!

My door is 
always open if 
you have any 
questions.



What will homework look like?

“life is what you make it!”

● Term 1 a Knowledge organisers 
● Term 1 b Knowledge organisers and fortnightly extended 

responses.  These will be set week B. 

My door is 
always open if 
you have any 
questions.


