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Year: Nursery
Term – Autumn 1

This term we will be 
learning about…

Exploring our 
Environment.

 

Key Information
Please pack a ‘stay at school’ bag with your child’s 
name on that contains labelled change of clothes. We 
recommend you include 2 tops, 2 trousers, socks and 
underwear. Please also send your child with their own 
water bottle labelled with their name.

We will soon be giving out a book bag and reading log 
for your child. When you receive it please  read with 
your child every day and sign their reading log 
everyday. Nursery children will select a book each 
week to take home. Please remember to bring in your 
child’s book bag daily.
The Nursery team will kindly remind parents to avoid 
gathering outside the classroom in the morning as it 
unsettles the children. When collecting your child at 
hometime please line up for us to give your child to 
you safely. Some parents will have a different 
arrangement to this and will be waiting to one side due 
to their child’s needs. Thank you for your cooperation. 

As part of our learning on ourselves the nursery team 
kindly request a photo of your child when they were a 
baby and also a family photo. Please write your child’s 
name on the back and give it to the class teacher. 
Alternatively you may email it to the following address:
info@portway.ncltrust.net with your child’s name and 
class on the subject line.  

 

This is such a special time of year and we are so 
excited to meet and welcome all our new and 
returning Nursery students and families to Portway 
Primary school. 

We will be using the story of Owl Babies to support 
and settle in Nursery children in their new 
environment with the understanding that their families 
will be back soon. This term we will be focusing on 
our topic ‘exploring our environment.’ This gives 
children the opportunities to familiarise themselves 
and feel secure in our setting. We will be learning 
about our classroom and playground and become 
familiar with our new environment. 

RSHE
This half term, the topic is My Emotions. For Nursery 
this involves getting to know each other and to think 
about our families. 

We will practise working cooperatively and 
collaboratively to enhance our social skills allowing a 
sense of community and belonging in our class. 
 

EAD 

During Autumn 1 we will be learning to mark 
make by taking a line for a walk. We will use 
a variety of colours and link it to the colour 
monster. 
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English
In Reading, pupils in the first half term will practise phonological awareness- alliteration, rhythm, rhyme, 
body percussion, environmental sounds.

In Writing, pupils will be practising making marks, giving meaning to marks and beginning to practise 
their names.
This key texts this half term are: 
● Owl Babies - Martin Waddell ● Monkey Puzzle- Julia Donaldson ● My cat Likes to hide in boxes - Eve Sutton 

PSED
This half term we will be supporting the 
children to settle in our environment. We will 
encourage them to become more outgoing with 
unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their 
setting.  We will also work will them to show 
more confidence in new social situations. 
. 

Mathematics
Number: Pupils will learn to: 

● Recite numbers in order to 5 and above
● Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.

Space, shape, & Measure: Pupils will learn to: 
● Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) 

using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.
  

 
 

Computing

Nursery children will be taking pictures of each 
other on the ipad, acquiring basic skills in 
turning on and operating ICT equipment. 

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:

Reading
● Please read with your child daily. 

Watching 
Owl babies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo 

Doing
● Bring in a picture of your family so we can get to know you better. Draw a picture of yourself and your family members. 



Nursery- Geography. Final Enquiry: What do I like about my local area? 




