
 Curriculum Overview
Portway Primary School

Year 4

Term – Spring 2

This term we will be 
learning about…

The MayaScience
Biology - Living things and their Habitats

This year we have increased our learning through 
investigation. Each half term we have a concluding 
investigation question that we try to solve based on what 
we have learnt during the half term. Our question this term 
is:

Why can’t we have a pet elephant? 

We will be learning about how living things can be grouped 
(classified) in different ways according to their features. We 
will also begin to use classification keys to identify and 
name living things. We will explore how living things live in 
a habitat which provides an environment to which they are 
suited but these environments may change through physical 
and human developments. These environments also change 
with the seasons; different living things can be found in a 
habitat at different times of the year. 

PSHE
My Network
This term we will be learning about 
understanding and challenging stereotypes. The 
children will begin by defining what a 
stereotype is and exploring its impact on 
individuals and communities. Through 
discussion and real-life examples, they will 
identify situations where stereotyping can occur 
and consider ways to overcome these biases.

We will be visiting the British 
Museum on:

Tuesday 12th March.

Humanities
Please refer to the fact organiser at the end of 
this document for details about our History 
topic: Old and New.

Art
Year 4 will continue exploring Pop Art, focusing 
on vibrant colours and bold patterns. Inspired 
not only by Romero Britto but also by Yayoi 
Kusama. They will further develop their 
sketching, shading techniques, experiment with 
collage, and explore how patterns can be used 
to create visually striking compositions.
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You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading
Find our English texts at the local library and read them along with other 
books by the same authors.

Watching  
Horrible histories: Maya
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNECuXcLT80 

Doing
Take a walk through London and see which animals you notice. 

Visiting 
The British Museum - view Mayan artefacts

 English
In Writing, pupils will learn to extended sentences with more than one clause with a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, because and although. We will also use subordinate clauses to add 
relevant detail to complex sentences and vary sentence lengths for impact. We will use relative clauses 
beginning with who, which, where and whose. We will consider how to ensure our word choices are 
lively and imaginative, depending on what we are hoping to achieve and who our audience is. Our key 
text for this half term is The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry.

 

RE
Why is Easter important to Christians?
We will explore the events leading up to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and the meaning of those events 
for Christian people today. We will learn the story of holy 
week and the key events during this week, including 
Palm Sunday, the Last Supper and the Garden of 
Gethsemane.

Mathematics
 
Area: We will find the area of rectilinear shapes and understand the difference between area and 
perimeter.

Fractions: We will learn to count up and down in hundredths, recognise and show equivalent 
fractions, explain why fractions are equivalent and explore fractions which are greater than one. 

Computing
We will learn about data logging this half-term. We will 
learn about how data is collected over time and why 
this is done. Learners will consider the senses that 
humans use to experience the environment and how 
computers can use special input devices called sensors 
to monitor the environment. Learners will collect data 
as well as access data captured over long periods of 
time. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNECuXcLT80


Year 4 - History. Final Enquiry: Can we call the Maya an advanced civilisation? 


