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This term we will be 
learning about…

Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes

Key Information

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of our fact 
organiser for the year 3 Geography topic about 
Volcanoes and Earthquakes.  It shows, in detail, 
the questions the children are going to be 
investigating and learning about. There are links 
to helpful websites about the topic which you 
can use to support your child’s learning about 
the topic. There is also a list of the key 
vocabulary your children should be able to use 
to explain their thinking. As part of their 
Geography topic, Year 3 will be visiting the 
Natural History Museum on 29.01.2025.
We hope you find this helpful.

 
 

Science 
Rocks: 

This year we have increased our learning through 
investigation. Each half term we have a concluding 
investigation question that we try to solve based on what 
we have learnt during the half term. Our question this 
term is:

What soil have the gardeners used in our 
gardens to support plant growth? 

In order to answer this question they will be learning: 
rock is a naturally occurring material. There are different 
types of rock e.g. sandstone, limestone, slate etc. which 
have different properties. Rocks can be hard or soft. 
They have different sizes of grain or crystal. They may 
absorb water. Rocks can be different shapes and sizes 
(stones, pebbles, boulders). Soils are made up of pieces 
of ground down rock which may be mixed with plant and 
animal material (organic matter).

PSHE
This half term, our topic for PSHE is ‘Safety’. 
Children are going to discuss boundaries which 
are lines that other people should not cross 
physically or emotionally. They are also going to 
discuss what good and bad secrets are and how 
people around us can help us to be safe. 
Children will also learn about what is online 
safety and will find strategies that they can use 
if they do not feel safe.
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English
We will be reading the text Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit. Using the text, we will write a 
recount of the story and create an information text about volcanoes. Children will create a setting and 
characters. We will use a range of adverbs to express time, place and cause as well as conjunctions. 
Children will learn how to use fronted adverbials and adjectival phrases in their information text. At the end 
of this term, we will also learn about poetry. Children will practise how to write in verses and stanzas. They 
will include ambitious vocabulary and will vary the sentence structure to make it more interesting. They also 
will read the poem aloud using intonation and expression.

 
 

RE
In RE this term year 3 will be applying their 
knowledge about religion to 21st century living. We 
will be learning about 2 important symbols found in 
a synagogue and describe their important features, 
connecting them to Jewish beliefs and Jewish 
people’s lives in 21st century.

Mathematics
This half term, children will develop their knowledge of multiplication and division to solve problems. In this 
unit children develop their understanding of the multiplicative properties of numbers. Children will continue 
to practice their division skills and will be introduced to remainders when dividing. They will consider how 
the inverse of multiplication and division can be used to check our answers. They will use key vocabulary to 
compare multiplication and division calculations.They will also practice multiplying a 2 digit number by a 1 
digit number and dividing a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number.   

 
 

Computing
The topic in computing is “Sequencing Sounds”. 
During this half term, children are going to create 
sequences through a website which is called 
“Scratch”. They are going to create different sprites 
with characters and they are going to control the 
commands with sounds and movements.

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading

● Use the library and read non fiction books about rocks and natural disasters. 
Watching
Newsround for stories about fossil fuels, volcanoes and 
earthquakes.  

Doing
•Research types of rocks, soils and fossil fuels.  
 •Practise your time tables by using TT rockstars.    https://ttrockstars.com/

https://ttrockstars.com/


Year 3 - Geography. Final Enquiry: Are earthquakes and volcanic eruptions only ever disasters? 


