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This term we will be 
learning about…

Anglo-Saxons

History

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of our fact 
organiser for the year 4 History topic about the 
Anglo Saxons and the changes they brought with 
them.  It shows, in detail, the questions the 
children will be investigating and learning about. 
There are links to helpful websites about the topic 
which you can use to support your child’s learning 
about the topic. There is also a list of the key 
vocabulary your children should be able to use to 
explain their thinking. 
 
We hope you find this helpful.

Science

Science is all around us, helping us understand the world 
and make new discoveries every day! This half term, in 
Science, we will be learning about electricity. Our goal for 
this half term will be to investigate:

What materials would you use to construct an 
“operation” style game?

There will be an exploration about how household devices 
use electricity, whether they are plugged into the mains or 
run on batteries. We will study how electrical circuits work, 
with a focus on the components like cells, batteries, and 
wires.

In order to answer this question they will be learning:

- What makes a good conductor / insulator?
- What is a switch?
- How do switches work?
- How will we know if a circuit works?
- How do we use electricity?

PSHE
This half term, our big idea for RSHE is  ‘ My 
learning’. We will look at: 
How we decide on what to do in the future
How resilience helps us to achieve our ambitions
Why it is important to make a plan
How we can overcome disappointment and 
frustration 
How rules help groups to work well
How groups ensure everyone contributes

  
 

The week beginning the 25th November will 
be Work week. This is a week for the 

children to learn about and explore careers 
in a variety of fields. Part of this week will 

include visitors coming in to lead on 
workshops for the kids. Further details will 

be shared with you nearer the time.  



 Curriculum Overview
Portway Primary School

English
In Writing pupils will be reflecting on their school trip experiences and writing articles for our school 
newspaper : The Portway Post. 
We will continue to practice writing sentences using composing and rehearsing sentences orally 
(including dialogue), building a varied and rich vocabulary and using sentence structures. Pupils will be 
planning their writing by discussing similar writing in order to understand and learn from its structure 
and vocabulary and grammar.
Our focus texts are: The Promise and The Geat: The story of Beowulf and Grendel  

 

RE
This term, Year 4 will explore fascinating facts about the 
Bible and understand why it is considered holy by many 
people around the world. They will delve into the 
inspiring story of Mary Jones. Pupils will discover what 
the Bible contains, examining its stories and impact on 
people’s lives. They will also reflect on what is special to 
them personally, helping them appreciate the value that 
sacred texts and meaningful objects can bring.

Mathematics
We will be focusing on key skills that will help your child become more confident with numbers and 
problem-solving. We will start by revisiting addition and subtraction, with an emphasis on solving 
real-life problems. Students will learn and apply different strategies to help them solve problems more 
efficiently, and we’ll work together to identify methods that best support their individual learning needs.

We will also explore measuring rectangles and other rectilinear shapes and find their perimeter. In 
addition, we’ll focus on times tables, particularly the 6, 7, 9, 11, and 12 times tables. 

 

Computing 
In computing pupils will identify the necessary input 
and output devices for working with digital sound, 
such as a microphone for recording and speakers or 
headphones for playback. They will discuss the 
importance of digital audio and understand copyright 
implications when duplicating others' work. Using 
Audacity, pupils will create their own podcasts, 
learning how to record, edit, and manage audio files.

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading

● Read everyday and record this in the reading record - try a 
range of text types.

Watching 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zhtdd6f  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zs872v4 

Doing
● Research the foods that Anglo Saxons ate  and construct a model of something that links to the Anglo Saxons. 
● Practice multiplication and division (timestable) using TTrockstars or Hit the button  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zhtdd6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zs872v4


Year 4- History. Final Enquiry: What might be different in our lives if the Saxons had never 
arrived? 


