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This term we will be 
learning about…

Our Local Area

History

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of our fact 
organiser for the year 3 History topic about the 
changes in our Local area over time.  It shows, in 
detail, the questions the children will be 
investigating and learning about. There are links 
to helpful websites about the topic which you can 
use to support your child’s learning about the 
topic. There is also a list of the key vocabulary 
your children should be able to use to explain their 
thinking. 
 
We hope you find this helpful.

Science
Forces and magnets - 

Our Year 3 scientists will be learning all about 
forces and magnets this half term. They will 
learn how forces work and what forces do to 
objects when you push, pull or twist. They will 
also learn about gravity being a pulling force 
and friction on different surfaces. We will be 
investigating magnets and how magnets 
come in many different shape and sizes. 
We will inquire different magnets and how 
close they need to be before the object is 
attracted to the magnet. We will explore and 
understand that not all metals are magnetic 
and be drawing conclusions on our findings. 

PSHE
This half term, our big idea for RSHE is ‘My 
Learning. We will explore aspects and ambition of 
things that we want to achieve and the steps it 
will take to get there. We will look at ways to 
share accomplishments that leave people feeling 
positive towards themselves and others. 
 Children will understand that sometimes things 
don’t go as planned and can lead people to doubt 
themselves. Despite this people should make 
responsible choices and ask for help from others if 
needed. Asking for help is a sign of responsibility 
and strength not weakness.

  
 

As part of their work week, Year 3 will have 
an expert engineer visit to teach them 
everything there is to know about building 
features. As they each create their own 
"happy place," students will learn about the 
work of architects and have the chance to 
pursue careers in architecture.
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English
This term, Year 3 will be immersed in a variety of texts to motivate them in English. Two essential texts we will be 
focusing on are; Ibtihaj Muhammad's "The Proudest Blue" which will concentrate on story writing skills and 
Andrea Beaty's "Ada Twist the Scientist" which will focus character description.
In reading, they will consider the distinctions between various kinds of text, how they can predict the plot of a 
narrative and how to learn more about texts by posing relevant questions. The children will be able to write a 
character description, a non-chronological report, and even a poetry using the same writing texts! Students will be 
taught ambitious vocabulary, how to utilise the right tense, and how to use punctuation to make their writing 
engaging in order to help them along this learning path.
 

RE
This term, Year 3 pupils will explore the symbolic meaning 
of light through learning about different religious festivals, 
artefacts and stories. They are challenged to reflect on a 
deeper meaning of light and link it to their own 
experiences. There are opportunities to invite religious 
visitors into school, to show how they use light in their 
religion.

Mathematics
In Maths, children will be continuing their Year 3 Maths learning journey by looking closely 
at numbers.  

● Year 3 Maths will focus on addition and subtraction.
● Children will be learning to add and subtract in 100s and with 3 digit by 1 digit numbers.
● They are going to solidifying their understanding of adding and subtracting using the column 

method. 

 

Computing
In year 3 pupils will be learning that animations are a 
series of still images stitched together to create a motion 
video. Animations can be created using on-screen or 
off-screen (flipbooks) images. They will also apply those 
skills to create a story-based animation. pupils will then 
add other types of media to their animation, such as 
music and text. Pupils will learn how to use different types 
of media and apply those techniques in one animation. 

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading

● Read everyday and record this in the reading record - try a 
range of text types.

Watching 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/facts-about-scotland/  
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/

Doing
● Why not try to make a map of Plaistow and draw on your route to school
● Practice your times table. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/facts-about-scotland/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/


Year 3- History. Final Enquiry: What do memorials tell us about the people who lived in Plaistow?


