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This term we will be 
learning about…

A Child 100 years 
ago

History

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of our fact 
organiser for the Year 2 history topic about the 
Victorians.  It shows, in detail, the questions the 
children will be investigating and learning about. 
There are links to helpful websites about the topic 
which you can use to support your child’s learning 
about the topic. There is also a list of the key 
vocabulary your children should be able to use to 
explain their thinking. 
 
We hope you find this helpful.

Science

In Science we use investigations to deepen our 
understanding of science and how the world works. Each 
half term we have a concluding investigation question 
that we try to solve based on what we have learnt during 
the half term. Our question this term is:

How can you use paper to make a 
strong bridge? 

In order to answer this question they will be learning:

The different properties materials have. 
How to test for the different properties of materials such 
as strength, rigidity and absorbance
Why particular materials are used for particular objects. 
How people decide what material to use. 

We will also continue our year long topic about seasonal 
changes. 

PSHE
This half term, our big idea for RSHE is ‘My 
Learning’. We will: 
Describe what we are good at doing. 
Recognise when we might need help with our 
learning 
Choose a personal learning goal. 
Plan small steps that will help us to achieve our 
learning goal. 
Recognise that sometimes things won’t always 
happen the way we want the first time we do 
them but if we stick with it our learning will 
improve. 

  
 

The week beginning the 25th November will 
be Work week. This is a week for the 

children to learn about and explore careers 
in a variety of fields. Part of this week is a 

trip to a sports centre Further details will be 
shared with you nearer the time.  
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English
This half term we will be reading the book, ‘I was a Rat’ by Philip Pullman. When a small boy turns up 
on Bob and Joan's doorstep unable to say much except 'I was a rat', the kindly couple adopt him. It 
seems strange but Bob reads about odder things every day in his newspaper. To them, the sunny little 
chap is Roger, and he's trying hard to adapt to human life. This is a fantastic book that will allow the 
children to develop their writing. We will be exploring the text by writing diary entries and stories based 

on the text.k of

 

RE
In RE this half term, the children are learning about 
the different holy books that belong to different 
religions. In Year 2 pupils will be taught to:

- Explain why holy books are special
- Explain how people can learn from holy 

books, why they are important to a believer
- Compare what is important to them with 

what is important to others

Mathematics
In this term the children will continue learning about addition and subtraction of 2 digit numbers. 
They will learn a range of strategies to help them calculate equations and will deepen their 
understanding through reasoning. 
Then they will apply these skills in the next unit, money. Children will learn the coins and notes that 
make up pound sterling, calculate totals and change and solve money problems. 
Finally they will begin to learn about multiplication and division. They will explore the concept of 
groups, repeated addition and will start to learn their 2,5 and 10 times tables. 

 

Computing
This half term children will be learning how to create 
media through digital photography. They will 
exploring how to take photographs whilst thinking 
about lighting, effects and what makes a photograph 
great. 

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading

● Read everyday and record this in the reading record - try a range of 
text types.

Watching 
Horrible histories - Vile Victorians clips on youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVGaumifWkE 

Doing
● Write a diary from the perspective of Roger from ‘I was a Rat’, add an entry for each chapter we read. 
● Research further about Victorian schools. Can you create an accurate drawing of a Victorian classroom? 
● https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zdp4pg8 - Play karate cats to practise your number skills!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVGaumifWkE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zdp4pg8


Year 2- History. Final Enquiry: Whose life was better, a child in 1800 or a child in 1900?


