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This term we will be 
learning about…

The World Wars

History key information:
WW1 began on July 28, 1914 and lasted until 
November 11, 1918. Differences in foreign policies 
were to blame, although the immediate cause was 
the assassination of Austria’s Archduke Ferdinand.

By the end of WW1, over 9 million soldiers had 
been killed, and another 21 million wounded. Over 
a million soldiers were killed in the infamous Battle 
of the Somme alone, including about 30,000 in 
just one day.

WW2 was started by Germany in an unprovoked 
attack on Poland.  Britain and France declared war 
on Germany after the German leader, Adolf Hitler, 
had refused to abort his invasion of Poland.
 

Science
The Year 6 science topic will be on ‘Light’. The 
children will learn where light comes from, how light 
appears to travel in straight lines, and how objects 
are seen because they give out or reflect light into 
the eye. Part of the unit will involve exploring the 
means in which the direction of light can be 
changed. Additionally pupils will Use the idea that 
light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows 
have the same shape as the objects that cast them.

Our question this term is: How did soldiers in 
WW1 see what was happening in no man’s 

land without being seen?

This unit will be linked with their Humanities topic 
and Writing curriculum as in Humanities we will be 
looking at the world wars and in writing the text is 
based on the life of a War Hero. 

RSHE
The topic for RSHE is my learning. We will be 
looking at resilience in learning and how it 
supports children to persevere through challenges 
and overcome barriers. There will be a focus on 
what does resilience look like in our learning, how 
resilience and perseverance supports us, and how 
setting a long-term goal supports us to make the 
most of our learning opportunities.

  
 

The week beginning the 25th November will 
be Work week. This is a week for the 
children to learn about and explore careers 
in a variety of fields. Part of this week are 
trips to visit workplaces or workshops. 
Further details will be shared with you 
nearer the time.  
Trip -Imperial War Museum on 
Thursday 21st November 2024

http://primaryfacts.com/5121/archduke-franz-ferdinand-facts/
http://primaryfacts.com/3028/battle-of-the-somme-facts-and-information/
http://primaryfacts.com/3028/battle-of-the-somme-facts-and-information/
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English
Year 6 will be working from a new core text this half term - Walter Tull’s Scrapbook by Michaela 
Morgan. The children will use a variety of skills to write a diary entry and a non-chronological report 
based on the facts from this story. The skills include looking at a range of punctuation, a range of 
figurative language devices and how to write within genre.  Autumn 2 also brings the opportunity for 
many of our pupils to be involved in writing a report for our school newspaper; Portway Post. In 
Reading pupils will be exploring and strengthening the skills of retrieving, inferring and summarising 
information as well as exploring structure and presentation and how this contributes towards meaning.  

 

RE
Our question this term is:
“What do people believe about life after 
death?” They will be exploring what religions say 
about life and death, including Christianity, Islam and 
Hindu beliefs. This includes exploring similarities and 
differences as well as appreciate and appraise 
different views on life after death.

Mathematics
Number: Fractions
In their learning about fractions, pupils will compare and order fractions, including the importance of 
simplifying and finding common denominators in order to do this successfully. Pupils will then use the 
four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) with fractions, considering the 
reasoning and justifications for answers in a real life context. Following this, pupils will use their fraction 
knowledge to identify decimal and percentage equivalents.  

Computing
Pupils will be introduced to creating websites for a 
chosen purpose. Pupils will identify what makes a 
good web page and use this information to design 
and evaluate their own website using Google Sites. 
Throughout the process, pupils will pay specific 
attention to copyright and fair use of media, the 
aesthetics of the site, and navigation paths.

You might like to join in with our learning at home by:
Reading

● Read everyday and record this in the reading record - try a 
range of text types.

Watching 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH-X9uWltxY Look at some ‘Horrible Histories’ 
sketches and songs on Youtube. Ask an adult to watch with you!

Doing
● Research and make an air raid shelter/Anderson shelter. Think about which materials would be best to use.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH-X9uWltxY


Year 6- History. Final Enquiry: Why is WW2 considered a pivotal moment in world history?


