
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN DISASTER STRIKES?

A LEARNING EXPEDITION BY THE LKS2 CHILDREN AT PLOVER SCHOOL



In the summer term of 2025, the LKS2 
children at Plover School embarked 

on a Learning Expedition called 
‘Earth Shattering Events’, with the 

aim of answering the guiding question: 
‘What happens when disaster strikes?’ 

Through the Expedition, we shone a light on some of earth’s most devastating 
natural disasters.  To help children comprehend the force of the natural 

world, we sought to use both current and historical events to contextualise
 their learning: the eruption of Vesuvius in Pompeii, AD79 and as a ‘disaster’

closer to home: the flooding of Fishlake in Doncaster, 2019. 

Both tragic events have inspired different styles of high quality writing including 
poetry, news paper reports and narrative stories. We also have been fortunate 

to have had several expert visitors to support the children’s learning, 
including a visit from Kerry Poncia, an XP member of staff who was affected 

by the events of the Fishlake Floods. 

Throughout our learning journey, we have also experimented with different 
styles of artwork inspired by how the use of colours can capture the chaos 
of a disaster. We have particularly been driven by the artwork of Katsushika 

Hokusai, who created the well known Great Wave piece which the children have 
recreated using watercolour paint.



The Fishlake Floods
Dark, gloomy clouds appeared in the sky,
The people in Fishlake gave heavy sigh. 

For three weeks straight,  the clouds continued to cry.
Overtime, the river’s water levels rose up high.

Flood warnings on the news, it didn’t look great.
Residents near the  river were told to evacuate.                                                           
The river felt full, it couldn’t hold more water in,     

So it spewed it all out, it was time for the flood to begin. 

Sandbags were stacked to build a flood defence, 
But the water was too strong, its power was intense.

It was on a deadly mission, rushing towards the doors,  
Disgusting, mucky water invaded the all the floors.

It happened so quick, families didn’t have time to pack,
They had to stay away until it was safe to go back

Who would have thought that persistent, heavy rain, 
Could cause so much destruction, devestaton and pain.

Weeks later, people returned but, oh gosh, what a mess!
Smelly, soaked furniture, it caused a lot of stress.

They had to start again, to fix their poor, ruined home, 
Luckily, people worked together, so no one was alone.

When the flood waters receded, flowers began to grow 
Will a flood happen again? Nobody will know. 

Although years have passed, Fishlake will never forget, 
That living on a floodplain can cause a lot of regret. 
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High up in the hills is where rivers begin,
To start they flow gently, a small trickle, just thin. 

This section is called ‘the upper course’,
It’s gentle, it’s peaceful - it’s the river’s source!

It’s narrow and thin and it’s not very deep,
It flows gently downhill for it is not yet steep.

But things will soon change for here comes another…
Three little streams to join in with the other.

Tributaries combine - join in with the current,
Deeper and wider and faster - concurrent!

Soon a huge drop will plummet down sharp,
A waterfall - so look out carp!
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Steep and rapid the water now flows,

At this point the river’s width just grows.
It then continues and heads on its way,

Twisting and turning - meandering they say.

Into the delta water finally flows,
Splashing and crashing as it goes.

The delta expands - becomes a mouth,
Opening up wide as the water flows out.

To join the ocean so vast and wide,
Flowing this way and that as part of the tide.

Rivers are important - they give us life and food,
But in addition provide beautiful views!



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



3H



4G
4G

Vesuvius
The giant sleeps all day long,

All is peaceful
Nothing is wrong.

Over in a nearby town,
The people shop

All around.

The giant wakes from his sleep,
His tummy rumbles

He needs to eat.
Over in the nearby town,
Small tremors are felt

All over the ground.

The giant stretches out his arm
He reaches out 

Switches off the alarm.
People  in the nearby town,

See the volcano’s
Huge ash cloud.

The angry giant stubs his toe,
Lets out a roar

From deep below.
Down in the nearby town,

Buildings collapse
Down to the ground.

The raging giant stomps and growls,
Has a tantrum,
Like a child..

Over in the nearby town,
The terrified people

Run around.

The fuming giant blos his top,
Kicks and throws
And will not stop.

Down in the nearby town
The buried people

Deep underground.

The giant sleeps all day long,
All is peaceful

Nothing is wrong.
No more sign of the nearby town,

People vanished,
Nothing’s around.
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The ground can shake and move around,
An earthquake rumbles through the ground.

It happens when the big plates slide,
They crash they crumble and collide

It makes the buildings shake and sway,
And things can fall or tumble away.

If you get caught don’t shout or run,
Duck and cover until it’s done!

Stay calm and smart, you’ll be okay,
The shaking stops at the end of the day! 
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CLASS 3B
Riley  A

Jayce A

Dolly B

Ruby-Ann B

Corben C

Weronika D

Mason D

Nevaeh D

Angelica F

Jacob F

Harper G

Kodie-Lee H

Antonina J

Lawan K 

Lily M
Ines P
Ianis P

Sergei S

Mia Taylor

Aria Teale

Evanas S

Riley W

CLASS 3H
Sulieman A

Arez A
Omar A

Raegan B
Gracey-Lea C

Paisley C
Blake C
Vlad C

Nevaeh C
Riley C

Zuzanna F
Zara G

Pheobe G
Joe H

Kyryl H
Avaarni K

Isla L
Rahoz N
Angel R
Reign R
Euan S

Sienna S
Rachel S

Alec T

CLASS 4G
Hasty A

Rayyan A
Charlie A
Slavi A

Lamar B
Helen-Rose Bs

Ralph C
Jacob C

Emmanuel D
George E
Emma J
George L
Amber L
Jaxon M

Karleigh M
George M
Brendan M

Daisy N
Anwyn Ormandy-W

Atlas O
Hani Q
Diana R

Samuel S
Elian S
Kyran T

Jenson-Jay T
Kusang T

Julianna W
Mason W
Neriya Y

CLASS 4V
Harvey B
Minnie B
Nelson C
Aashish D
Matthew D
Bobby E

Dakota H
Nevaeh H

Edy J
Jarvis Leishman-B

Demi L
Anna M

Ruben M
Cassius M

Rufus Ormandy-w
Avianna R
Denis R
Theo S
Shay S

Lucas S
Liva T

Dima V
Charlotte W

Sofia W



All written work and artwork created by our LKS2 children.
Book layout and design by the XP Trust Comms Crew.

ploverschool.co.uk
xptrust.org

Plover School is part of the XP Trust.

XP Trust are a school trust based in Doncaster. All of our schools 
have Crew at the heart of everything they do. We deliver our 

curricula through cross-subject Learning Expeditions and 
developing strong links with partnersand community. All of this 
is done through the prism of our three rich Curriculum Seams.
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