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We are Reception!



Purpose of Today
• Who’s in class
• Timetable and overview of learning
• Expectations for Reception
• Reading, Writing (including phonics 

and Literacy) and Maths
• Behaviour management
• Reception Baseline Assessment and 

End of Reception Profile
• How to support your child at home
• Key information



Who’s in Class?

Mrs Barber (Class Teacher/EYFS Lead)

Miss Allen (Higher Level Teaching 
Assistant)

Miss Watson (Teaching Assistant)
The Children Will Also See:

Mr Hudson (Executive Head Teacher)

Mrs Ward (Executive Deputy Head Teacher)



Life in Reception

During your child’s time in Reception, they will..
• Be encouraged to become more independent as they 

move towards more formal working.
• Move towards End of Year Expectations which are known 

as Early Learning Goals.
• There won’t be much homework, however home reading 

books are sent home weekly. 
• Complete baseline and end of year assessments. 



A typical day in our Reception Class…



Learning in Reception
In Reception children are provided with a play-based 
curriculum that includes a wide and varied selection of 
learning experiences through a balance of planned, purposeful 
play and a mix of whole class teaching, child-initiated 
learning and adult-led activities.  

• Child-initiated: Children make choices from within the 
learning environment and create their own challenges and 
outcomes.  

• Adult-supported: Resources will be adapted by an adult to 
stimulate and consolidate learning through careful 
questioning and planning. 

• Adult-directed: Children engage with planned activities to 
meet specific learning outcomes. 

Through careful observation, adults are then able to provide 
purposeful and challenging next steps for all children so they 
can thrive and reach their full potential. 



The EYFS
Development Matters

Literacy
Maths

Understanding 
the World

Physical 
Development 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development

Communication 
and Language

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design



The EYFS Early Learning Goals (ELGs)



The EYFS Early Learning Goals (ELGs)



Reception Topic map 
for Autumn Term



Phonics
When the children begin school in Reception, they start a 
phonics programme called Little Wandle. In Reception and 
Key Stage One, children receive daily 15-minute sessions 

where they learn a new sound each day.



Phonics
While completing this programme, children read books 

that are matched to their phonics knowledge. This allows 
them to apply their segmenting and blending skills.

This also provides the opportunity for children to build 
fluency in their reading style as they re-read texts suited 

to their reading ability.



Reading
At the start of Reception children bring home 
wordless books or books that have very few 
words. These books are very important for 
their development. As your child’s phonics 
knowledge develops, they will receive 
phonics-based books.

On Mondays, children are given a VIPERS 
focus question and two reading books to read 
at home throughout the week. These books 
are returned on a Friday. The two books are a 
‘My Book’ and an ‘Our Book’.



Reception Literacy Early Learning 
Goal



Maths
All classes across school follow the White Rose Scheme for maths. In 

Reception, maths is taught daily and consists of practical and recorded 
tasks.



Reception Maths Early Learning Goal



Dojo points – Children will earn individual monster points 
for achievements in class. This may be for participation, outcome, 
being a good friend, plus many more.

House Points – Children will earn house points. These are 
class rewards, when we have all worked hard, good teamwork, 
smartest line around school, in worship, plus many more. Each 
week during Friday’s worship, the house points are collected, 
totaled and all houses including the winning house are celebrated 
on their achievements.

Behaviour Management



We have a happy classroom!

In our classroom we….
Are kind

share toys
look after our toys

look after each other
have kind hands
do good listening 

smile
sit smartly 
take turns
tidy up. 



To ensure we all have a positive fun learning experience 
in school, each class uses the 1, 2, 3 system following 
the behaviour policy (you can find this on our website).

• In the first instance, the teacher will tell the pupil to 
stop the behaviour, explaining why their behaviour is 
unacceptable (the child will be told they are on a 
‘one’). 

• If the pupil does not stop immediately, the teacher 
will give a second warning (the child will be told 
they are on a ‘two’).

• If the behaviour continues following this, the teacher 
may issue a sanction (the child will be told they have 
reached a ‘three’).

Behaviour Management



In the Early Years children are learning how to behave appropriately. Many of 
the things they do are normal for their stage of development and we help them to 
learn when something is dangerous or harmful to themselves or others, and to 
make positive (good) choices in their behaviour. The Reception team will intervene 
when behaviour is persistently disruptive or potentially harmful.

We do this by:

•Providing a first warning; being clear about the behaviour that is unacceptable.

•Providing a second warning; supporting the child to think of solutions to put 
things right.

•Providing quiet time (reflective time) before talking through the situation with 
an adult.

At times it may be necessary to skip steps or seek the support of additional 
members of staff. In which case we would inform the parents/carers the same 
day.

For children with a specific behavioural needs, we will introduce Individual 
Behaviour Plans (IBP) to support their needs. This will be put together by the 
class teacher and SENDCo and shared with the parents of the child as we work 
together.



Reception Baseline Assessment
The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of 
your child’s early literacy, communication, language and 

mathematics skills when they begin school, using 
materials that most Reception children are familiar with.

The RBA is not about judging or labelling your child or 
putting them under pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ or 

‘fail’ the assessment. It’s main purpose is to create a 
starting point to measure the progress schools make with 

their pupils.



Reception Baseline Assessment
When your child reaches year 6, the 
end of key stage 2, you will be able 
to see how well your child’s school 
has supported the year group in 

their time at first school and middle 
school, compared to other schools 

nationally. Before the RBA the 
progress measure used was only 

between key stage 1 and key stage 2, 
missing out the crucial work schools 

do between reception and year 2, 
the end of key stage 1.



Everyday: 

•Big or small we are here to help. 

•Messages: leave a message in the office via email or phone.

Electronically: 

•Class page on the school website.

•Twitter page for events (class trips/special events/visitors).

•Tapestry.

Reporting Home

•Two formal parent/carer meetings a year.

•End of year written report. 

Communication



How can I help?
We want to encourage our children to be as independent as possible. 
Encouraging your chid to dress themselves independently is a great 

skill. 
Read everything! Books are for enjoyment, as well as learning, so 

encourage reading as much as you can. Talk about what they’ve read, 
ask opinions, make predictions, visit the library. Reading doesn’t just 

have to be the books we send home. 

Tapestry! 
Tapestry is a great way of communicating with me. If your child has 

done anything they’d like to share, pop it on tapestry and we can have 
a look at it together. 

Feel free to come and see me before or after school, I’ll always be 
around! 



Key information
P.E

PE sessions will take place every Wednesday morning. The 
children will come into school wearing their P.E kit.

Outdoor Day/Forest Schools
We are fortunate to have beautiful grounds at Ovingham
CE First School and we spend lots of time exploring the 
world around us, whatever the weather! We ask that 

children have a pair of wellies or outdoor shoes that are 
kept in school for these occasions. We also have dedicated 
Forest School days throughout the autumn, spring and 

summer terms. More details about this will follow.



School 360
Your child will receive their own 
School 360 login. They will use the 
EYFS login page to access their 
account. There are lots of amazing 
resources that the children can 
explore including ‘Busy Things’ and 
earn points to personalise their 
avatars.



• New Starter Welcome Pack
• Email address: 

Admin@ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk
• Website: 
http://www.ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk
• Reception Class Page:
http://www.ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk

/web/reception/105492
• Twitter: @ovinghamfirstschool

Useful information

mailto:Admin@ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:Admin@ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:Admin@ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk
http://www.ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk/
http://www.ovinghamfirst.northumberland.sch.uk/web/reception/105492


Thank you! 

Have you got any questions?


