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What we will cover

e An overview of Key Stage 4 at
Oathall

e The different pathways that
students may follow

e A breakdown of the subjects that
can be studied

e How to make the option choices
using INSIGHT

e (Guidance on how to make good
choices



Key Stage 4 - Years 10 and 11

All students

e study GCSE English language and literature, mathematics and science

e take Core Physical Education (PE) and Personal Development (PD) which
includes Core Religious Education and Citizenship

e study other GCSE or equivalent vocational subjects that they have some
choice over (the option subjects)

Most students

e will include a humanities subject (History or Geography) and a Modern
Foreign Language (French, German or Spanish) in their option subjects



Key Stage 4 - Years 10 and 11

Some students

e will not be required to study a Modern Foreign Language but will still take four
option subjects

e will follow an alternative curriculum in place of a Humanities subject and a
Modern Foreign Language




Personal
Development
Core Physical

Education

English
Maths
Science
Language
Humanities
2 further option
subjects

English
Maths
Science
Humanities
3 further option
subjects

English
Maths
Science
Alternative
Curriculum
3 further option
subjects




SUBJECT
CHOICES

What courses do we offer?

The core - taken by all students

These are all GCSE qualifications - Graded 9 to 1 Q

e English language
e English literature

e Mathematics / Further maths (Taken by more able students in addition to maths
GCSE)

e Combined Science - 2 GCSE grades or Triple Science - 3 GCSE grades



A — Languages

B — Humanities

C — Other courses, GCSEs unless otherwise indicated in

brackets.
French Geography 3-D Design Health and Social Care (BTEC)
German History Animal Care (BTEC) History
Spanish Art Hospitality and Catering (Level 1 / 2 Award)

Business Studies
Computer Science

Child Development (Cambridge
National)

Drama or Performing Arts-Drama
(BTEC)

Engineering
French
Geography

German

Music
Performing Arts-Dance (BTEC)
Photography

Physical Education or Sports Studies
(Cambridge National)

Psychology
Religious Studies

Spanish




GCSE or non-GCSE?

e Both cover the full range of outcomes

e Perfectly acceptable to combine both

e Both support progression onto a wide range of post-16 courses
GCSEs

e Graded 1109
e Most are assessed by examinations only, apart from Art, Drama, Engineering,
Music, Photography and PE

Non-GCSEs

Different grading systems but cover the equivalent range of outcomes

More practical approach to learning with links to the workplace

Assessment based largely on evidence produced by the student - deadlines!
One examination



How the grading systems work

Level Non-GCSE grades GCSE grades

Distinction™

Distinction

Level 2
Merit

Pass

Distinction
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Level 1 Merit

—

Pass




Pathway A - Students follow this pathway unless parents are informed otherwise

A - Languages

B — Humanities

C — Other courses, GCSEs unless otherwise indicated in

brackets.
French Geography 3-D Design Health and Social Care (BTEC)
German History Animal Care (BTEC) Hlsto.ry | |

Art Hospitality and Catering (Level 1/ 2
Spanish Business Studies Award)
(You will see the Computer Science Music |

i Child Development Performing Arts-Dance (BTEC)

other subjects , ,

(Cambridge National) Photography

listed here on
INSIGHT - ignore
them!)

Drama or Performing
Arts-Drama (BTEC)
Engineering

French

Geography

German

Physical Education or Sports Studies
(Cambridge National)

Psychology

Religious Studies

Spanish




Pathway B - Students follow this pathway only if parents have been informed

B — Humanities

C — Other courses, GCSEs unless otherwise indicated in

brackets.
Geography 3-D Design Health and Social Care (BTEC)
History Animal Care (BTEC) HIStOI.‘y | |
Art Hospitality and Catering (Level 1/ 2
Business Studies Award)
Computer Science Music
Child Development Performing Arts-Dance (BTEC)
(Cambridge National) Photography

Drama or Performing
Arts-Drama (BTEC)
Engineering

French

Geography

German

Physical Education or Sports Studies
(Cambridge National)

Psychology

Religious Studies

Spanish




Pathway C - Students follow this pathway only if parents have been informed

A B C — Other courses, GCSEs unless otherwise indicated in
brackets.
Alternative Curriculum 3-D Design Health and Social Care (BTEC)

e Step up to English
e Step up to Maths

e Range of other qualifications

Animal Care (BTEC)
Art

Business Studies
Computer Science
Child Development
(Cambridge National)
Drama or Performing
Arts-Drama (BTEC)
Engineering

French

Geography

German

History

Hospitality and Catering (Level 1/ 2
Award)

Music

Performing Arts-Dance (BTEC)
Photography

Physical Education or Sports Studies
(Cambridge National)

Psychology

Religious Studies

Spanish




Using INSIGHT to complete the options choices
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Select Options
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Choices summary

Available options

Option A will be
selected.
Students on

Pathway A must
select the language
they have been
studying in Year 9.
Students on
Pathway B can
select any subject




Optens 2010

Choices summary e Select Ok from the
pop-up that appears

Available options Current choges




Options 2019

Choices summary
List

Opt A

Main

DoubleStep Up to English &

Students on Pathway C
will have the Alternative
Curriculum
pre-selected.

Go straight to Option C

Opt A Option C ‘ ption D

Alternative Curriculum has been pre-selected. Move to Option C.

Available options

Course

DoubleStep Up to English & Maths
Step Up to English & Maths (EL)

Current choices

Main Option

DoubleStep Up to English & Maths




Pathways A and B
e Select Option B

Choices summary

e Select chosen
subject and confirm
as main choice as
before.

Current choices

Available options

e Repeat this process for Options C and D to select the other options subjects.

e In Option C and D a second choice must be made which will be saved as a Reserve.

e Students who have been studying two languages in Year 9 may, if they wish, select the second
language in C or D.

e Students may select the second Humanities subject in Options C or D if they wish to take Geography
and History.




Key dates

1. Monday 31 January - Options opens on Insight

2. Thursday 3 February - Parents’ Consultation
appointments

3. Thursday 10 February - Options deadline



&
Checklist @@@

Make sure you have: @)

e taken the time to find out everything you need to about the courses on offer before
making your choices,

make appointments to speak with teachers on 3 February

included a reserve choice in Option D,

not selected the same subject more than once,

completed the options process in INSIGHT by Thursday 10 February,

Students following pathway A must have a language selected in option A.



Allocation of option choices
Once you have selected your options, we will try to meet

your preferred choices (make sure your ‘reserve’ choice is as well thought
out as your other choices).

Are these choices guaranteed? Not necessarily...

Possible reasons might be:

o Numbers too low for course to run
o Your suitability for the course
o Your combination cannot be timetabled




When will my choices be confirmed?

No news is good news!

If your combination is unsuccessful or the course is not
running we will communicate this with you.

Letters will be issued during the summer term to confirm
which option subjects your child will be studying in Year 10



What happens if | change my mind?

Do not panic!

Come and speak to me as
there may be a solution

/s |
AEEE])




Gather as much information as possible

Videos and information sheets on the website
Speak with teachers at the parents’ consultations

Contact tutor or Head of House

Contact the careers team RS
iy BT,
o Mrs Isley: disley@oathall.org g/(REEgAIME'NAgRCH E?’;RZ'
RN L S iSO/

o Mrs Ferros: kferros@oathall.org



mailto:disley@oathall.org
mailto:kferros@oathall.org

Consider the future...

% What might you like to do at college or as a career?
% The broader your range of subjects, the greater breadth of choice you may have

. A

in the future

Look at the website
under the ‘learning
tab’ for careers
information



Know your strengths
% What are you good at?

* What do you enjoy?




Avoid selecting subjects because:
% your friends are
% you like/dislike a teacher

% you think it will be easy



Final points...

INSIGHT will open for options on Monday 31 January
You must submit your choices by Thursday 10 February
Parents’ consultation online:

o Thursday 3 February

Option choices will be confirmed by letter in the Summer Term

In the meantime... ‘no news is good news’!



