
YEAR

8

7
YEAR

Can I play my part in time with others?

 The Blues, 
chord and 
harmony

Improvisation

Melodic 
Composition

 9
YEAR

How do I use a score to create 
music?

Can you tell me about 
music from 1600 to 
1900?
Can you tell me about 
the musical devices you 
have played?

11
YEAR

Reggae & Music of the 
Caribbean: 

development of a 
genre

Jamaican Rumba, One 
Step Beyond, I Can 
See Clearly, Three 

Little Birds

Solo and 
Ensemble 
Performance 
and A of S 4 
Revision

A of S 2 
Musical 
Forms and 
Devices

How does music from Africa 
sound and why? 
How can I apply rhythm in my 
own compositions?

FINAL 
GCSE

EXAMS

How does studying formal 
music theory support our  
understanding of  music from 
aural traditions?

How am I going to use 
compositional devices and 
an overarching structure to 
create an effective 
composition?

Composition 
and A of S 2 
and  4 
Revision

Consolidate  subject knowledge 
through interactive revision  
strategies and practice exam 
papers in preparation for your final 
exams in ?

GCSE 
YEAR 10

A of S 4 
Popular 
Music

Elements of 
Music 1 and 
Reading and 

playing 
music

“The Rhythm 
of Life” - 
African & 

World Music 
combined with 

composition 
Bayeza

What is the musical purpose of 
different instruments in 
traditional & popular Indian 
music?

What does it mean to play the 
blues?

Can I compose my own 
melodies?

Musical 
Devices, 

Riffs, Loops 
and Ostinati
How to Save 

a Life

Composition and 
Music Technology 
Consolidating the 

theory 

What are the key elements 
of a piece of music?
How would you describe 
the process of composing a 
piece of music?

Explain the role of the bass 
staff and bass instruments 
in a complete piece of 
music.

How do musical styles develop and 
change over time? 
How does the context/story of the 
music influence the way it develops?

What is the role of musical 
patterns in composing and 
performing?

Set Brief 
Compositi
on and A 
of S 1 
Revision

Composition  
and A of S 1 
and 3 
Revision

How should I 
choose which 
aspects of the 
elements to focus 
on when composing 
my piece?

MUSIC

How does studying formal music 
theory support our  understanding of  
music from aural traditions?

Music “then and 
now” - what are the 
fundamental 
differences?

A of S 4
 Film Music

 A of S 2 
Music for 
Ensemble

 Free Composition 

and Musical 

Elements Revision

Ensemble 

Performance and 

Musical Elements     

Revision

Western Classical 
Music & Structure

Bach-Toccata, 
Mozart-#40, 

Beethoven-#5, 
Baggage 

Elements of Music 2, 
Ensemble playing Wing 
of A Condor

World 
Music: and 
fusions 1 
Northern 
Indian & 
Bhangra

World 
Music and 
fusions 2: 
Samba & 

Bossa Nova

Can I play 
more 
complex 
rhythms 
(from 
Brazilian 
music) and in 
time with 
others?

Ground Bass
Feeling Good/

Pachabel’s 
Canon

If music can be composed  
formulaically using  
compositional devices “tools”, 
why can some pieces evoke 
such an emotional response 
from listeners?

How do the 
most effective 
ensembles 
perform with 
such cohesion?

Is that indefinable 
quality of what 
creates an emotional 
response from the 
listener more 
definable than you 
think?

Has my perception of 
the world been 
affected by the 
knowledge and 
understanding gained  
from learning about 
music from a range of 
styles, cultures and 
times?


