
This year in RE we will be learning: This links to: Key vocabulary:

1

Explain practices of Judaism
● We will explain how Jews worship in the synagogue and in the home.

● We will understand Jewish food laws (Kosher).  

● We will learn about Jewish festivals; Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Pesach and Sukkot.

● We will learn about Jewish rituals; Brit Milah (Circumcision), Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah, Marriage, Mourning 

Rituals.

● Knowledge of other world religions links to 

Y7& Y8 world religion topics.

● Understanding and evaluating different views 

and beliefs links to GCSE Component 1 exam 

which requires a contrast of two views.

2
Explain different views on the origins of the earth
• We will learn about the Bible as a source of authority for Christians.

• We will learn about the use of art in religions; Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam & Tree of Life mosaic.

• We will learn about the origin (beginning) of the earth, comparing Christian beliefs with scientific views.

• We will understand Christian views on stewardship and our responsibilities a such

• Learning for KS3 on creation story and 

stewardship will help with early knowledge

• Links to later sanctity of life issues ie 

euthanasia (Comp 2)

3
Explain the impact the belief about our origin has on our meaning of life
• We will explore issues of the sanctity of life; abortion.

• We will explore Jesus’ social teachings and the impact of them on Christians.

• Sources of authority links to all exam practice 

throughout Comp 1, 2 & 3

• Jesus’ teachings link to Comp 1 G&E, Jesus’ 

authority

4
Explain the nature of evil and how Jesus overcame evil
• We will learn about good and evil; natural and moral evil & the problem of evil.

• We will learn different understandings of evil and its origin; Augustine & Irenaeus.

• We will explore the meaning of suffering and if good can come from it.

• We will learn about Christian belief in the Trinity and Jesus as the Incarnation.

• Link to Comp 2 content both L&D and S&F; 

judgement, salvation and redemption

5
Explain how Catholics respond to suffering today
• We will understand Jesus’ position as a source of moral authority.

• We will explore different attitudes towards the use of statues in religious worship.

• We will learn about pilgrimage during times of suffering and the use of prayer to support those suffering.

• Link to Comp 2 content S&F; salvation through 

the death of Jesus

• Links to Judaism and their attitudes towards 

statues

• Developing Y9 HT2, Life of Prayer

6

Explain Catholic beliefs about life after death
• We will learn about different beliefs in life after death including non-religious views

• We will explain beliefs in Heaven and Hell & the Catholic belief in purgatory.

• We will use Jesus’ parables to explain ideas on judgment and the after life.

• We will explore views on end of life care, contrasting to euthanasia.

• Link to KS3 work on Jesus’ parables; 

Sheep & Goats

• Sanctity of life as featured in Comp 1 -

O&M
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2
Explain Catholic practices around death
• We will learn about the structure of the Catholic Church; Magisterium, Vatican.

• We will explore symbolism on the Sarcophagus and Paschal candle.

• We will understand Catholic Funeral rites, including funeral music.

• We will learn about Catholic beliefs in praying for the dead.

• Link to Comp 1 - O&M work on symbolism 

through art in religion

• LInks to prayer - Y9 HT2

• Life after death - Y9 HT4

3
Explain the role both punishment and forgiveness play after wrongdoings 
• We will learn about theories of punishment; deterrence, retribution, rehabilitation.

• We will evaluate the use of capital punishment looking at different countries laws.

• We will understand Catholic teachings on forgiveness.

• We will understand Catholic teachings on salvation and redemption for all.

• Link to KS3 social justice and Y7 Joys & 

Challenges - Forgiveness

• LInk to HT4 Y11- further development of 

salvation

4
Explain the role of the Church in achieving salvation
• We will learn about the nature of the Church; one, Catholic, holy, apostolic.

• We will learn why Mary is seen as a model of the Church.

• We will explore the sacraments and how they link to achieving salvation.

• We will understand evangelisation and the Catholic duty to evangelise.

• Link to KS3 studies on Mary, the 

Annunciation

• Development of KS3 understanding of the 

sacraments and their purpose
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