[image: C:\Users\ptchris.ayre\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\2KRQ3N8F\Logo (002).JPG][image: ]St. Patrick’s Catholic Primary School 
a Catholic Voluntary Academy
Westbury Street, Thornaby, Stockton-on-Tees TS17 6NE
	Telephone: 01642 676724 Email: enquiries@stpatrickscp.npcat.org.uk
Website: www.stpatricksthornaby.org.uk/stpatricks
	Executive Head Teacher:  Mr M Ryan BA (Hons) NPQH
	Head of School:   Mr J Conwell BA (Hons) NPQH


Dear Parent/Carer

I hope you and your families are all safe and well. Like you, I am looking forward to schools returning to ‘normal’ where all of the children are back and happy in their classrooms with their friends and teachers. 

From the recent letter sent to you from Hugh Hegarty, CEO, about the wider opening of schools, I am now in a position to set out further details. It is important that you understand how the school day will look like for your child and the steps we have to take to keep all children and staff safe.
If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should not come back to school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to school. Please refer to government guidance for further details of these groups.

It has been amazing to see how some families have simply bonded and got on with things as best as they can. Some of the children have been doing amazing things at home. Thank you. The children who are the happiest are the ones who have clear routines and structures in place. To the families who are struggling to work from home and help their children with Google Classrooms I just want to say well done and thank you for all you have done. I can only imagine how difficult it has been. At the end of the day, you have tried your best and that’s all that matters.

I think you all know that school has been open continually since the government announced that schools were ‘closed’. We have been open every day and every half term holiday to the children of key workers.

To ensure we operate as safely as we can there will be changes to how the school operates.
Pupils will be divided into small groups or 'bubbles' with dedicated members of staff for that group. In some groups, the teacher will be supported by another teacher or teaching assistant. There will be no whole school gatherings of any kind. Pupils will be assigned their own toilet areas and hand washing facilities.

This means that school will be different. We have considered carefully how we can comply with the guidance set out by the government to help reduce the risk of the virus spreading. It is important to realise that things are changing quickly and we will adapt and change as things change. 

A key factor here will be pupil numbers. We will continually assess the situation based on how many pupils are in school.

Dropping off at school/Collecting Children 

Parents will enter school by the gates on Lanehouse Road

Only one parent should enter the school yard. Parents will wait on the schoolyard with their child ensuring they remain 2m apart from others. Children must be accompanied by an adult and be collected by an adult, including Year 6 children.

Year 6 children should wait in the KS2 yard with their parent until a member of staff calls them individually to enter the school, via the cloakroom doors. Key worker children should enter by the KS1 doors.

From Monday 15th June, Year 1 children should wait in the KS1 yard until a member of staff calls them in.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From Monday 8th June, the children of Key Workers should wait in the Key Stage 1 yard until a teacher calls them in, via the Key Stage 2 door. Gates will open at 8.45am and 2.50pm

If you have children in Year 1 and Year 6, the Year 1 child should be taken in to school first.
Children of Key Workers in either Year 1 or Year 6 should go with their own year group.

Children will go directly to their classroom with their belongings.

When collecting children please note:
· Only one parent to enter the playground.
· Year 6 parents to wait in the KS2 yard 
· Year 1 parents to wait in the KS2 yard near the main hall doors.
· The children of Key Workers will be dismissed into the KS1 yard.

General notes:

There will be no whole school gatherings of any kind.

Children will remain in their new classes throughout the day.

There will be handwash and sanitising points in every classroom and around the school.
Breaks and lunchtime will be staggered so the children remain with their children and staff in their new classes.

Children will have playtimes but they will not be able to play any games that would break the 2m social distancing principle. 

Breakfast club and after school club is only open for essential key workers. If numbers increase this provision will be reviewed.

Children will be split into much smaller classes between 8-15 in number. This means of course they may not be with their usual teacher.

They will not have direct contact with the children in the other classes – they will remain with the children in their teaching group from arrival to departure. These groups may change if pupil numbers change.

Lunches will be in classrooms. We are asking Stockton Council, our meals provider, to provide packed lunches to the children if parents request them. 

Children should wear uniform and this should be washed daily to reduce the risk of spread – no blazers.

Children can only bring in their packed lunch – no other equipment

This week, we are open for key workers and vulnerable children only. 

We will be introducing Year 6 children on 8th June. 15th June for Year 1 children. There are no plans for reception and nursery just yet.

Behaviour 

We have had to adapt our current behaviour policy to the current situation. A COVID appendix to the behaviour policy will follow.  This will be carefully explained to the pupils on their return to school. Any child putting others at risk will be sent home immediately. This includes consistent refusal to follow social distancing measures and other anti-social behaviour. 
Attendance 
Normal protocol will be resumed for year groups required back into school. Daily registration will take place for each session that the child is required to attend school and will be in accordance with the timings of the revised school day.  It is important that children arrive at school on time.  This will allow for the precautionary measures that have been put into place to be effectively managed and with minimal disruption to the child’s learning.  
Break times and lunch times 

Breaks will be staggered to enable social distancing. More than one group will be allowed to play outside but only within their designated area. Activities will be extremely limited; for example no football, or activities where children are in close proximity. There will be limited play equipment available.


Catering arrangements 

Initial catering arrangements after half term will be a packed lunch offer from our catering provider, for those pupils who normally receive a free meal or who pay for one.  Our intention is to return to offering a hot meal provision as soon as this can be prepared and delivered in adherence to government guidelines on social distancing.

Where pupils are currently in receipt of a weekly free school meal voucher under the government scheme these will stop as different year groups return to school on a full time basis. 

Use of Equipment 

Pupils will not be permitted to share resources. Materials and surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected more frequently in school.

Uniform and items from Home 

We expect that all pupils will wear a school uniform apart from blazers. Clothes must be washed daily. 

Children must not bring book bags as we are unable to send books home at the moment. 
No personal items should be brought to school other than a coat, sun hat and water bottle. Sun cream should be applied before arriving at school so there should not then be a need to send sun cream to school. 

Learning Provision 
Staff are restricted in the range of learning activities that they are able to provide at this time. Staff will of course do their best but this is not going to be school as we know it.  

Contact with School 
All contact with school is via telephone and email. Please do not visit the office unless absolutely necessary. Please adhere to all measures in place, particularly with regard to drop off and pick up times. 
Please ensure that we have your most up to date contact details and that you are able to be contacted throughout the day. 
Pupil illness 
IF IN DOUBT DO NOT SEND. 
If your child becomes unwell at school, you will be asked to collect them immediately. We therefore need you to be contactable at all times. Your child will be kept in isolation with a member of staff while we wait for your arrival .If coronavirus is suspected, the staff member 
will be wearing a disposable apron, gloves and mask. Any child or staff member with symptoms consistent with coronavirus will need to isolate for seven days and their fellow household members for fourteen days.  
Where a staff member or child tests negative for coronavirus, they may return to school and their household members may end their isolation. Where a staff member or child tests positive for coronavirus, the rest of the group (bubble) will be sent home and asked to isolate for fourteen days. 
Safety and handwashing 
Staff and pupils will be encouraged to wash their hands more frequently which instructions display within all toilet rooms.  Pupils will be encouraged to catch and bin any coughs and sneezes.
The water fountains will be out of use.
In order to protect the well-being and safety of our staff and pupils, I must emphasise the need for everyone to follow the social distancing measures as outlined by the government. We will not hesitate to refuse entry to school for any child whose family, including older siblings, are found to be ignoring social distancing rules.

Once again thank you for all of your amazing support. There is nothing more that we want than to return back to how we were with all of you back at school. Hopefully it isn’t too far away! 

Best wishes and God bless

Mr Ryan and Mr Conwell

 [image: ]
Registered office: Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust, Trinity Catholic College, Saltersgill Avenue, MIDDLESBROUGH, TS4 3JW
Registered in England No:  09203984
image1.jpeg




image2.png
i b SIS R SEmmaE  ©

e eles=ClEnle el m,.,.;,.er-”“‘ e e

T st AQBDC AsBbCe AsBbCe daBbce el

S1 orace: aiserzs 2
3 MAN PURPOSE: gt oo et and et s o o
omnzston

PR ety e, e i i of
R et st o

. Fiond et naiss ond v of 8 3 s G0 s oo 35

Seck Ye First The g
Kingdom of God e st s s, s . s

st L

e ot o o
oo S st n e s
e B ans





image3.png
EHES O-

Word
T HOME | INSERT  DESIGN  PAGELAYOUT  REFERENCES

MALINGS  REVEW  VIEW  Essy Document Creator
% Cu .

ﬁ cut TimesNewRo-[12 -] A A Aa- R
Eg) Copy

Paste

T Fomatpaimer | B T UK XA A

P

#orng -
AabceDe AsBbcede AaBbC( Assbcet AQBI
Ly~ | TNomsl | TNoSpac

2 Replace

Headingl Heading?  Tite N sote
Cipboara 5 Font 5 Paragapn 5 styes 5 Eating .
Vi,
co e s
s €00, w&‘\\'y s,
@@ BRITISH COUNCIL & s © OO
O® wemsionisconiiuars < "~ = o Scfools geomT 7, s
KN i et o pane®

Our Lady of Light Catholic Academy Trust is a company registered in England = Company Registration No: 09676023
Registered Office: St. Patrick’s Catholic College, Baysdale Road, Thomaby, Stockton-on-Tees TS17 9DE





