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Introduction  
  

In our school we teach a foreign language to all children in Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 as 
part of the normal school curriculum. We do this for several reasons:   
  
We believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language.   
  
Secondly, we believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster 
the language in question is acquired. We also believe that it is a good idea to introduce 
a new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-
conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. It is widely believed 
that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other foreign 
languages later in life.  

  
It has been a decision by the school that French is the language taught in St.  
Patrick’s as the school has a tradition of excellence in the teaching of MFL within the 
school and the children have shown an interest and a joy in learning this in the past.   

  
Aims and Objectives  

  
The aims and objectives of learning a modern foreign language in our school are:  

  
• to foster an interest in learning other languages;  
• to introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;  
• to make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure 

differs from one language to another;  
• to help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;  
• to develop their speaking and listening skills; • to lay the foundations for future 

study.  
  
  

  
  

Organisation  
  

Modern Foreign Languages Study (MFL) 
Date Review Date Coordinator 

September 2018    September 201                                    M Ryan 



      

French is offered to all children for 30-45 minutes each week. The classes are taught by 
our experienced MFL teacher, Mrs Ryan.  

  
  
  

The Curriculum  
  

French is the modern foreign language that we teach in our school. The curriculum that 
we follow is based on the Key Stage 2 Framework for MFL and the revised  
National Curriculum. The curri culum i s adapted for K S 1 C hi ldren so there i s a mai n 
focus on: S peaki ng and li steni ng and readi ng.  
We teach the children to know and understand how to:  

  
• ask and answer questions;  
• use correct pronunciation and intonation;  
• memorise words;  
• interpret meaning;  
• understand basic grammar;  
• use dictionaries;  
• work in pairs and groups, and communicate in the other language;  
• examine aspects of life in another culture.  

  
Teaching and learning style  

  
We base the teaching on the guidance material in the Framework for MFL and using 
where appropriate, materials from the established MFL providers at Monkseaton. 
Whilst we follow the Scheme of Work from Monkseaton, it is adapted to the context of 
our school and the abilities of our children.  

  
We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement 
in the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs (particularly 
action songs). We often use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language, 
and when possible we use confident French speakers in the classroom, in order to 
expose the children to more than one voice in the foreign language as well as using 
DVD’s, interactive resources and CD’s. We frequently use mime to accompany new 
vocabulary in the foreign language,  as this serves to demonstrate the foreign language 
without the need for translation. We emphasise Listening and Speaking skills over 
Reading and Writing skills in Key Stage 1, but all four skills and especially independent 
Reading and Writing become increasingly important with progression year on year. After 
four years of language learning most children will be able to read and write short 
passages of familiar French, will have an understanding of some French culture, will have 
a basic understanding of some language structure, which they can apply to another 
language, will be able to hold a short, simple conversation and understand a range of 
familiar language.  
  
  
  
We also use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to 
introduce a physical element into some of the games, as we believe that this serves to 



      

reinforce m e m o r y. We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, 
as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to 
the learning of modern foreign languages. We build children’s confidence through 
constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language, however tentative.  

  
  
Assessment  

  
We assess children’s progress formatively in order to ensure that they are moving forward 
in the learning process. This is done informally during the lessons in order to evaluate 
what the children are learning and to inform teaching. Assessment is in four key areas:  
• listening and responding;  
• speaking;  
• reading and responding;  
• writing in Years 5 and 6  

  
Children fill in self-assessment sheets at times to monitor their own progress and 
feed back to teachers. It will not include any formal SAT’s type assessment but will 
be done as part and parcel of the normal curriculum, formatively and summatively; 
raising the children’s awareness of what they need to achieve to make further 
progress.  

  
  

Monitoring and review  
  

We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do all the other subjects that 
we teach in the school. The Primary Languages Coordinator, Mrs Ryan leads MFL across 
the school. The Head Teacher also reports to the governing body on the progress of 
children in French in the same way as in any other subject. The governors’ curriculum 
committee has the responsibility of monitoring the success of the teaching in French.  
Transition: As the Language teaching is coordinated by the local secondary school, they 
are fully aware of the modern foreign language experience of our children when they 
move to  the next phase of their education, thus transition in MFL is seamless. Children 
take through with them their books and work and a brief report of their progress is passed 
on. Schemes of Work for year 7 take into account prior knowledge and pupils’ experience 
in French is valued and fostered.  

  
  
  
  
This Policy will be reviewed on a biennial basis.  
  

Headteacher: M. Ryan Date: September 2018 

Chair of Governing Body: G. Wilson Date: September 2018 
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