
Phonics and Early Reading
At St Bede’s Catholic Primary School
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Reading is the beating heart of our 

curriculum.

Our children will become fluent, successful readers. 

The children will read a range of texts across the whole 

curriculum and beyond, able to transfer and apply their skills. 

We will develop their love of reading through reading for 

pleasure, exposing them to a wide range of genres and texts, 

and ensuring books are appropriately matched to their age and 

ability.
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Our children will leave school having accessed a core spine of texts, covering 

a range of genres, throughout the primary phase, and developed a passion 

and curiosity to want to continue their reading journey. 

We understand that it is the careful weaving of all these skills of word 

recognition and language comprehension which make a successful, fluent 

reader.



Word Recognition

► High quality, systematic Phonics is taught daily in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

following the Little Wandle Letter & Sounds programme and resources.

► Phonics and reading lessons encourage children to sight read, segment and blend, 

and spell.

► Reading ages and phonetic knowledge are assessed on entry and accurately 

matched to Bug Club Reading Books. The sequence of reading books shows a 

cumulative progression in phonics knowledge that is closely matched to the 

school’s phonics programme. 

► Phonics teaching, strategies and interventions carry on into Key Stage 2.

► Age appropriate catch up phonics reading books are provided for Key Stage 2 

children still working within the phonics phases.

► Opportunities are provided daily for independent and shared reading to develop 

fluency. 



Blend - To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all the way through from 

left to right

Digraph - A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we 

frequently reinforce it with the mantra ‘two letters, one sound’.

Formation phrase – A memorable phrase used to support the children in forming the letter 

correctly using directional vocabulary, such as ‘down’, ‘up’, ‘across’ and ‘over’.

Under the snake’s chin, slide down and round its tail.

Grapheme - A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular phoneme when writing.

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We sometimes simply 

call this a ‘sound’, although it is helpful for children to use the term ‘phoneme’.

Segment - To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, working all the way through 

from left to right.

Sound button - A graphic device to help children recognise the separate phonemes in a 

printed word.
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Foundation for Phonics (Phase 1)
Foundations for Phonics sets out the provision that should be in place to ensure children 

are well prepared to begin grapheme–phoneme correspondence and blending at the start 

of Reception. 

The provision should include a balance of child-led and adult-led experiences.

The most important aspects of Foundations for Phonics to develop in the nursery are:

• sharing high-quality stories and poems with children

• learning a range of nursery rhymes and action rhymes

• activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending

• attention to high-quality language with children.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0Kp_J9kvNM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0Kp_J9kvNM


Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neUPn26gXFg – guide to reception lessons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neUPn26gXFg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQmtOXbf3-0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y9KM4Jwer8 blending 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQmtOXbf3-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y9KM4Jwer8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shlSQrleibs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKUEQFXXfYY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxRMoHynvy0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTe5_Em0BHQ&t=20s sounds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shlSQrleibs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKUEQFXXfYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxRMoHynvy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTe5_Em0BHQ&t=20s
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Reading

Children need to be given regular opportunities to apply the phonics they have learned 

to reading fully decodable books. 

When children are learning to read, it is imperative that they practise independent 

reading with fully decodable books that are matched to their secure phonic knowledge. 

This will enable them to use the GPCs they know to decode the words and, with practise, 

develop fluency when reading.

It will also establish the habit of using phonics as the route to decoding unknown words,

avoiding unreliable guessing strategies. Evidence and experience clearly shows that this 

is the most effective approach to ensuring almost all children learn to read.



Bug Club

At St Bede’s we have a large selection of Bug Club reading books which match to your 

child’s phonetic ability.

We also have access to the online library of Bug Club books which you and your child can 

access and share at home.



Non-decodable books for sharing

In addition to practising their independent reading with decodable books, it is vital that 

children experience a wide range of other quality children’s books that are either read 

to or with them. These books play an essential role in developing a love of reading. 

They can be shared or discussed, and provide a stimulus for other activities, including 

role play, music, art, dance, writing and storytelling.

The important distinction is that these books are being shared with the children, but 

they are using fully phonically decodable books to practise their independent reading.



How can you help at home.
1. Talk, talk, talk!
As a parent, you are the model of good speaking and listening. Regularly introduce new words. For the 
word big you could also introduce large, huge, or enormous. Encourage them to say the word too. 

2. Read to and with your child
This models good reading skills and promotes reading enjoyment. Have a special book box or bag where 
your child can keep the stories and any other texts, such as comics or non-fiction books, you’ve read 
together recently. 

3. Sing!
Teach nursery rhymes and songs and make lots of opportunities to sing and recite them.

4. Pronounce words and sounds clearly
In all games and activities make sure you pronounce the speech sounds clearly and as short as possible. 

5. Rhyming games and activities
These kinds of games are fun to do and will support your child in hearing speech sounds that are the 
same and that are different.

6. Model blending
Start off using just the speech sounds and then immediately say the word. 
For example, I need a /c/ /u/ /p/ – cup, Where is my  /h/ /a/ /t/ – hat, etc.



Reading at home
We recognise that reading at home can sometimes become hard work, especially after a full day at school and work. Here are some 
top tips to keep reading at home enjoyable for you and your child!

• Find the right time - don't leave it too late where your child is too tired, the library reading book is a great book to share at 
bedtime as it will be you doing most of the talking!

• Find the right place - get comfy! Find somewhere quiet where you can snuggle up together and have 5 minutes reading.

• Little and often - Little and often is far better than trying to read the whole book twice a week. It would be much more 
beneficial to read daily but just a couple of pages - drip feed, practise and apply!

• No distractions - Make sure there are no distractions. Have they had a drink, maybe a snack beforehand so no excuses. Could 
even have a biscuit whilst reading!

• Text talk – talk about the book you are reading. We have included some questions and ideas to encourage your child to talk 
about their reading. Ask questions which encourage your child to give their own opinions and ideas, and can they find evidence 
in the text to justify why they think that?

• Take turns - There is no reason why you can't read a line or few, especially if you can see them going off task. Just say 'Oh 
can I read this line!?'

• Be positive - PRAISE, PRAISE, PRAISE! If they get stuck, help them - model to them, that is fine - you are teaching them.



Reading at home
What sort of things do I write in the reading record? 
The following list is not an exhaustive list but offers suggestions that may be appropriate. It is very important to remember that the enjoyment 
factor is always worth commenting on. Parents are not expected to comment on each of the following areas after each reading session! Again, 
just some little ideas:

• How enthusiastic is the child about the choice of book?

• Can the child remember the story so far?

• Is the child reading using only the pictures for clues?

• Does your child understand that the words they are reading mean something?

• Can the child read words out of context, e.g. when you point to a word without reading the whole sentence?

• Is the child confident to attempt new words?

• What reading strategies is your child using, e.g. sounds, use of the picture, use of the context?

• Can the child follow the text without using a finger or marker?

• Is there a pattern to the mistakes your child is making, e.g. words ending in “ed” or starting in “sh”?

• Does the child recognise mistakes and self-correct?

• Is the child recognising many key words?

• Is the child aware of punctuation?

• Is the child reading with expression?

• How long is the child able to sustain reading?




