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Areas of 
learning 

Autumn 1 Spring Summer  

 
Year A 

Why am I 
precious? 

How many 
colours are in 
the autumn 
rainbow? 

Christmas 
Why do we 
celebrate 

birthdays? 

Who lives in 
the Land of 

make believe? 

Spring/Easter 
 How and 
why do 

things grow? 
 

Which was 
the biggest 
Dinosaur? 

What 
makes a 

good team? 

 
Year B 

Do you 
want to be 

friends? 

How many 
colours are in 
the autumn 
rainbow? 

Christmas 
Why do we 
celebrate 

birthdays? 

Do Penguins 
and Polar 

Bears live in 
the same 

place? 

Spring/Easter 
 How and 
why do 

things grow? 
Easter 

Can we sail 
the seven 

seas? 

What 
makes our 
world so 

wonderful? 

 
Come and See 

Religious 
Education 

Myself 
Welcome 
Birthdays  
Judaism 

Celebrating 
Gathering 
Growing 

Islam 

Good News 
Friends 

Our World 
Sikhism 

 

Communication and 
Language 

*Stories – listen/retell 
*Sequences 
*Questioning and 
responding 
*Traditional Tales 
*Talk about people who 
care for our friends and 
us. 
*Instructional language 
*Stories, poems, songs 
and rhymes 
*Seasonal changes 
*Educational visit 
*Non-Fiction/Fiction 
*Puppets and small world 
roles and retelling. 
*Letter from a character 
*Songs and rhymes using 
percussion. 
*Vocabulary: spoken 
language, language rich 
environment, explaining, 
concepts, understanding, 
scientific, wider and 
personal interests.  
*Pronunciation 
 

 

Physical Development 

*Outdoor activities and challenges 
*Assault course 
*Height charts and silhouettes  
*Hand and foot prints 
*Senses 
*Parachute play 
*Circles and spirals 
*Fastenings – buttons, zips, press studs and laces 
*Large colour mixing using rollers and sponges 
*Rainbow bubbles 
*Building castles, towers and bridges 
*Puzzle play 
 

*Leaf play – rakes, wheelbarrows, gardening 
gloves and sacks 
*Movement – animals 
*Glitter trails – imagination and dinosaur 
building  
*Dinosaur footprints – hunt.  
*Welly play 
*Natural resources – mud, sand, snow and 
water 
*Splashing and jumping 
*Dark dens 
*Exploring shadows 
*Gross and Fine Motor Skills 
 
 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
*Caring for themselves 
and others 
*Emotions and feeling 
*Discuss why they are 
special and unique 
*Role of the family 
*Making new friends 
*Being kind and helpful 
*Co-operation 
*People who help us at 
home and at school. 
*Keeping warm and safe 
*Memory games 
*Games – Rules/Working 
together 
*Homes and families 
*Confidence to talk in 
front of others 
*Taking turns and 
sharing ideas 
*Keeping safe 
*Personal hygiene and 
being healthy (tooth 
brushing and 
handwashing) 
*Performing in front of 
an audience.  
*Listening and sharing 
*Safety and rules 
*Life cycles 
*Build resilience 

Prime Areas of Learning 
The journey of the children encompasses their interests and is personalised through 
meticulous planning, themes and sequencing. The progress of the children happens 
through a creative, challenging curriculum. 
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Literacy 
 
*Letters and Sounds 
Phases 1-4 
*Key words/tricky words 
*Handwriting: Pre - 
Cursive 
*Name writing 
*Letter formation 
*Sentence writing 
*Labels/letters, lists and 
captions 
*Retelling of stories 
*Initial sounds 
*Segmenting and blending 
*Poems and rhymes 
*Character descriptions 
*Punctuation 
*Story maps 
*Time connectives 
*Captions and sentences 
*Extended writing 
*Story writing 
*Punctuation 
*Writing rules and 
instructions 
*Information signs and 
posters 
 
 

 

Understanding the 
World 

*Senses 
*Planting and growing 
*Playing with friends 
*Exploring technology 
*Herbivores and 
carnivores  
*Passage of time 
*Nocturnal animals 
*Light and dark 
*Properties’ of snow, ice 
and frost 
*Melting and freezing 
*Floating and sinking 
*Animals/farms 
*Alive: Living Eggs 
*Rainbows 
*Different properties of 
materials 
*Different types of 
building 
*Andy Goldsworthy – 
Natural World Art 
*Properties of water 
*Habitats 
*Fast and slow creatures 
*Life Cycles 

 

 

Mathematics 
*Securing number/Number formation            
*Ordering / Counting                                                 
*Suberizing                                               
*Comparing sizes                                       
*Data collection                                         
*Daily routines                                          
*More/Less                                               
*Shapes                                                   
*Number games and bingo                                  
*Number track                                                    
 *None standard and standard units of measure   
 *Size, colour and pattern vocabulary                                              
*Number songs and rhymes                         
*Ordinal language/*Positional language                                                                    
*Time/Weight/Estimating/Capacity/Money 
*Counting in 2’s,5’s and 10’s 
*Weighing and estimating     
*Sorting and making sets 
*Patterns  
*Addition and subtraction                          
*Height chart    
*Length/ *Language and measurement 
*Weather charts  
*Repeating patterns 
*Constructing with 2d and 3d shapes 
*Number lines                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Expressive Art and Design 
*Role Play 
*Sand and water exploration 
*Self Portraits 
*Songs/Singing 
*Paint effects and techniques 
*Leaf printing 
*Natural art - Andy Goldsworthy 
*Baking             
*Colour mixing 
*Primary and secondary colours 
*Mono printing 
*Patterns 
*Dancing 
*Observational drawings 
*Designing and making 
*3D Modelling  
*Construction                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Specific Areas 
of Learning 
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Recovery and Transition  
*Mental Health and Wellbeing 
*Kindness, sharing and Communication 
*Emotions and Friendship 
*School routine 
*Areas prepared for children to share their worries and thoughts 
*Outdoor and indoor learning environments cater for Early Adopter and Recovery Curriculum.  
*Recognise and value the children’s recent lived experiences. 
*Self-regulation (fight/flight/freeze). 
*Separation anxiety 
*Building new relationships with adults and peers within their new setting 
*Speaking, Listening and Communication 
*Facilitation – Reflect on what the children know to help them move forward 
*Climate – Each child’s emotional landscape 
*Provision – Each child’s existing knowledge, skills and next steps 
 
  
 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning   


