
Nursery Rhyme Progression across Foundation Stage 

 

 Nursery Reception 

Autumn 

1 

Nursery 
Rhymes 

 

Humpty Dumpty 
Baa Baa black sheep 

Row row row your 

boat 

Nursery 
Rhymes 

 

Pat-a-cake 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught 

a Fish Alive This Old Man 

Five Little Ducks 

Action Songs 

 

Twinkle twinkle 

Dingle Dangle 

Scarecrow  

Action 

Songs 

 

Name Song 

Things For Fingers 

Autumn 

2 

Nursery 

Rhymes 

 

Incy wincy 

Old McDonald 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Nursery 

Rhymes 

 

I’m A Little Teapot 

The Grand Old Duke Of York 

Ring O’ Roses 
Hickory Dickory Dock 

Action Songs 

 

The grand old duke of 

York  
Clap your hands 

Action 

Songs 
 

Not Too Difficult 

The ABC Song 
 

Spring 1 Nursery 

Rhymes 
 

Wind the bobbin up 

It’s raining, it’s pouring 
Pat-a-cake  

 

Nursery 

Rhymes 
 

Wind The Bobbin Up 

Rock-a-bye Baby 
Five Little Monkeys Jumping 

On The Bed 

Twinkle Twinkle 

Action Songs 

 

Teddy bear, teddy bear  

If you’re happy and 

you know it… 

Action 

Songs 

If You're Happy And You 

Know It 

Head, Shoulders, Knees And 
Toes 

Spring 

2 

Nursery 

Rhymes 
 

Polly put the kettle on  

Hey Diddle Diddle 
Jack and Jill 

 

Nursery 

Rhymes 
 

Old Macdonald 

Incy Wincy Spider 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat 

Action Songs The wheels on the bus 
Sleeping bunnies  

Action 
Songs 

The Wheels On The Bus 
The Hokey Cokey 

Summer 

1 
 

Nursery 

Rhymes 
 

5 little speckled frogs 

Little bo peep (first 
verse) 

Miss Polly had a Dolly 

Nursery 

Rhymes 

Three blind mice 

10 in the bed 
The animals went in two by 

two  
The Farmer’s in his Den 

Action Songs 

 

One finger one thumb  Action 

Songs 

A sailor went to see 

When I was one… 

Summer 
2 

Nursery 
Rhymes 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I 
Caught a Fish Alive 

5 little ducks 
See Saw 

Nursery 
Rhymes 

 

Frere Jacques 
London Bridge  

Sing a song of sixpence 
10 green bottles  

Action Songs 

 

Open shut them Here 

we go round the 
mulberry bush 

Action 

Songs 
 

The penguin song  

Down in the jungle  

 


