
 
 

Christ the King Catholic Primary School 
Yearly Writing Overview 2021 - 2022 

Year Group:  3/4  
 

 
Week Autumn 1 

(8 weeks) 

Topic: Victorians 

Class Novel:  

 
(Y4) 

 

Autumn 2 
(7 weeks) 

 
Topic: India 

 
Class Novel: 

 

 
(Y3) 

 

 

Spring 1 
(6 weeks) 

 
Topic: Mountains & 

Volcanoes 
 

Class Novel:  
 

 
(Y3 and 4) 

Spring 2 
(6 weeks) 

Topic: Mountains & 
Volcanoes, Living 

Things & their Habitats 
 

Class Novel: 
 

 
   

(Y3 and Y4) 

Summer 1 
(6 weeks) 

Topic: Ancient 
Egyptians, Our 

Allotment 
Class Novel: 

 

 
 

(Y3) 

Summer 2 
(6 weeks) 

Topic: Ancient 
Egyptians, Sound 

Class Novel: 
 

 
(Y3) 

 

 
(Y4) 



(Y3)  
(Y4) 

 
 

 
(y4) 



1 Narrative 
Description 

(Character/setting) 
 
 

 
  
 

Text: Chasing Degas 
 

Reading Focus - 
 Orientation  
Prediction 

 
KPIs Y3 - 10 
KPIs Y4 - 9 

 
Grammar and 

Punctuation: Capital 
letters and full stops, use 

noun phrases. 
 
 

Narrative 
Diary Entry - Viking 

Sagas 
 
 

 
 

Text: The Dragon’s 
Hoard - Tusker vs The 

Earl 
 

Reading Focus - 
 

 Orientation  
Prediction 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Emotive language, time 
and sequence 
conjunctions  

 
KPIs Y3 - 10,  
KPIs Y4 - 9, 

Narrative 
Letter Writing – 

Mountains. Letter from 
Lady Agatha to Farley 

Towers.  
 

Text:  
 
 

 
Grammar and 

Punctuation: Past 
tense and emotive 

language. 
 
 
 
 

Narrative 
Story Writing -  

Volcanoes 
 
 

Text: Escape from 
Pompeii  

 

 
Reading Focus - 

 Orientation  
Prediction 

 
KPIs Y3 - 1, 10  
KPIs Y4 - 1, 2, 9 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation:  
Y3 - Adverbials 

Y4 - Fronted Adverbials  
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘le’ 

Y4 - homophones 
 
 

. Narrative 
Descriptions - Egypt 
Durham University 

 
Text: 

 
 
 

Reading Focus - 
Lesson 1: Orientation  

Retrieval 
Inference 
Lesson 2: 

Vocabulary 
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 1, 10  
KPIs Y4 - 1, 2, 9 

 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘ed’ 

Y4 - tricky plurals 
 
 

Narrative 
Diary Entry - Stone 

Age Boy 
Kings Way 

Text: ‘Stone Age Boy

 
 

Reading Focus - 
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 9 
KPIs Y4 - 8 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Y3 - Progressive tense 
Y4 - Progressive tense 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - tricky words 
Y4 - tricky words 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2 Narrative 
Diary Entry 

 

 
  
 

Text: Chasing Degas 
 

Reading Focus - 
 Retrieval  
Inference 

Vocabulary 
 

KPIs Y3 - 8,9,4,5 
KPIs Y4 - 7,8,10,4,3 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Capital letters and full 
stops, use noun phrases 

and first person. 
 

Y4 - Use of conjunctions 
 

Narrative 
Story Writing - Viking 

Sagas 
 
 

 
 

Text: The Dragon’s 
Hoard - Tusker vs The 

Earl/ The Dragons’ 
Hoard 

 
Reading Focus - 

 
Vocabulary  
Retrieval 

 
KPIs Y3 - 4,5,8 

KPIs Y4 - 4,3,7,10 
 
 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Consistent use of tense, 
adverbs and adjectives 

 
 
 

Narrative 
Letter Writing – 

Mountains.Letter from 
Lady Agatha to Farley 

Towers. 
 

Text: The Abominables. 
 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: Include 

only relevant information 
and use pronouns to 

avoid repetition.  
 
 

Narrative 
Setting Description –

World Book Day 

Reading Focus - 
 Inference 

 
KPIs Y3 - 9 
KPIs Y4 - 8 

Text: Alice in 
Wonderland 

 

Reading skills: Inference 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘le’ 

Y4 - homophones 

Narrative 
Diary Entry - Egypt 

 
Text: ‘So you think 
you’ve got it bad?’ 

 
Reading Focus - 

 Orientation 
Retrieval  

Vocabulary 
 

KPIs Y3 - 8, 2, 4 
KPIs Y4 - 7, 3, 4, 10 

 

 
 
 

Howard Carter BBC 
clip 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation:  
Y3 - Pronouns 
Y4 - Possessive 

pronouns 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘s’ and ‘es’ 

Non-fiction 
Egypt 

Poster (Y3)/Newspaper 
Report (Y4) 

 
 

Text: Newspapers 
(mummy found in 
Darlington loft) 

 
Reading Focus - 

Vocabulary 
Inference 

Application 
 

KPIs Y3 - 1, 2, 5, 8 
KPIs Y4 - 1, 4, 3, 10 

 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Subordinate and 
main clauses 

Y4 - Comparatives 
 
 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘or’ 

Y4 - prefixes 
 



Y4 - ‘qu’ and ‘que’ 
 

3 Non-fiction 
Setting description- 

Cheese factory 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Text: Anatole 
 

Reading Focus - 
 Orientation  
Prediction 

 
KPIs Y3 -10 
KPIs Y4 - 9 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Imperative verbs 
Exclamation sentences 

 
 
 

Narrative 
Story Writing - Viking 

Sagas 
 

 
 

Text: The Saga of Erik 
the Viking  

 
Reading Focus ( saga 

each lesson) - 
Lesson 1: 
 Retrieval  
Inference   

 
Lesson 2: 

Vocabulary 
Application 

 
 

KPIs Y3 - 8,9,10,6 
KPIs Y4 - 9,8,3,4,10,5 

 
 
 

Poetry 
Acrostic Poems - 

Abominable 
 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:: Use 

poetic devices such as 
alliteration, similes and 
rhythm to create effect. 

 
 

Narrative 
Story Writing -  

Volcanoes 
 

Reading Focus -  
Summarise 

 
KPIs Y3 - 6 
KPIs Y4 - 5 

 
Text: Escape from 

Pompeii 
 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Coordinating 
conjunctions 

Y4 - Coordinating 
conjunctions 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - double letters 
before other endings 

Y4 - ‘ch’ 
 
. 

Narrative 
Story Writing – Egypt 

 
Text:  

 

 
 

Reading Focus - 
Orientation 
Retrieval 
Inference 

 
KPIs Y3 - 1, 2, 5, 8 
KPIs Y4 - 1, 4, 3, 10 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Subordinate Clauses 
Y4 - Reporting Clauses 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - ‘ed’ and ‘ing’ 
Y4 - tricky plurals 

 

Non-fiction 
Adverts – Egypt 

 
Text: Travel brochures 

Modern day  
 

Reading Focus - 
 Orientation 

Retrieval 
 

(Welcome to Egypt 
video) 

 
KPIs Y3 - 9, 6 
KPIs Y4 - 8,5 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

 
Y3 - Statement 

sentence 
Y4 - Superlatives 

 
 language to appeal to 

the senses, 
comparisons and 

exaggeration  
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘ur’ 

Y4 - prefixes 
 



4 Poetry 
Poster -  

 
 

 

 
 

Text: Anatole 
 

Reading Focus 
Inference 

Vocabulary 
Application 

 
 

KPIs Y3 - 9,4,5 
KPIs Y4 - 8,10,3,4 

 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: 
Conjunctions  

Non-fiction 
Non- chronological 

reports 
 

 
 

Text: Vikings in 30 
seconds 

 
Reading Focus - 

Vocabulary 
Retrieval  

 
KPIs Y3 - 4,5,8 

KPIs Y4 - 3,4,10,7 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: 
 Third person, 

subordinating/coordinatin
g conjunctions 

 
 

Non-fiction 
Posters - Mount Everest 

  
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Inverted commas for 
quotes or endorsements 

and alliteration for 
effect. 

 
 

Non-fiction 
Newspaper Report - 

Volcanoes 
 

Session 4 Reading 
Focus - 

Orientation 
 Retrieval  

Application 
 

KPIs Y3 - 1, 8 
KPIs Y4 - 1, 7,10 

 
Text: ‘Escape from 

Pompeii’  
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:  
Y3 - Adverbials 

Y4 - Fronted Adverbials 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘el, al and il’ 

endings  
Y4 - ‘y’ as a vowel 

Narrative 
 

Story Writing – Egypt 

 
Text:  

 
Reading Focus - 

Vocabulary 
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 9, 6 
KPIs Y4 - 8,5 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Y3 - Progressive tense 
Y4 - Progressive tense 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - irregular past 
tense 

Y4 - ‘gu’ and ‘gue’ 
 

 

Non-fiction 
Adverts – Egypt 

Modern day  
 

Text: Travel 
brochure/lonely planet 

 
Reading Focus - 

Lesson 1: Vocabulary 
Lesson 2:  Inference 

Application 
 

KPIs Y3 - 8, 2, 4 
KPIs Y4 - 7, 3, 4, 10 

 
 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - ‘oo’ and ‘yoo’ 

Y4 - ‘ly’  
 



5 Narrative 
Letter from the mouse to 

the humans  
 
 

Cheese tasting and notes 
from the mouse 

 
Text: Anatole 

 

 
 

 Reading Focus - 
 Orientation 
Application  

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Past tense and use of 
rhetorical questions.  

 
 
 

Non-fiction 
Non- chronological 

reports 
 

 
 

Text: Vikings in 30 
seconds 

 
Reading Focus - 

Vocabulary 
Retrieval  

 
KPIs Y3 - 4,5,8 

KPIs Y4 - 3,4,10,7 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: 
Prepositions 

 
 
 
 

Narrative 
Diary Entry -  
Mountains 

 
Text: The Abominables 

 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: First 

person address and time 
and sequence 
conjunctions. 

 
 
 

Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report 

-  
Volcanoes 

 
 Reading Focus - 

 Retrieval 
Vocabulary 

 
KPIs Y3 - 1, 2, 5, 8 
KPIs Y4 - 1, 4, 3, 10 

 
Text: ‘Everything 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes’ 

 

 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Prepositions 
Y4 - Determiners 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - more word 
endings 

Y4 - apostrophes 

Non-fiction 
Instructions  

How to make a 
mummy 

 
Reading Focus - 

 Vocabulary 
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 2, 4 

KPIs Y4 - 3, 4, 10 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Irregular verbs 
Y4 - Irregular verbs 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - ‘c’ and ‘k’ 
Y4 - ‘ear’ 

Poetry 
Kenning Poems – Egypt  

 
Text:  

 
Reading Focus - 

Lesson 1: Orientation 
Retrieval 

Lesson 2: Inference 
 Vocabulary  
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 2, 4, 5 

KPIs Y4 - 1, 3, 2, 10 
 
 
 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - tricky words 
Y4 - tricky words 

 

6 Narrative 
Description - Character 

profile  

Poetry 
Kenning Poems - Viking 

 

Narrative 
Diary Entry -  

Poetry 
Acrostic Poems - 

Volcanoes 

Non-fiction Narrative 
Letter Writing - New 

class teacher   



 
Text: The Glorious Flight

 
 

Reading Focus - 
 Orientation  
Prediction 

 
KPIs Y3 -10 
KPIs Y4 - 9 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Expanded noun phrases 
Conjunctions 

 
 
 
 

Text: Example kenning 
poems 

 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: 

Create compound words 

Mountains 
 

Text: The Abominables 
 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: Include 

opinions as well as facts 
and use adverbs of time. 

 
 
 

 
 Reading Focus - 

 Orientation 
Vocabulary  
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 2, 4, 5 

KPIs Y4 - 1, 3, 2, 10 
 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation: Use 

poetic devices such as 
alliteration, similes and 
rhythm to create effect 

 
Spellings:  

Y3 - months of the 
year 

Y4 - tricky words 

Egypt 
Poster (Y3)/Newspaper 

Report (Y4) 
 
 

Text: Newspapers 
(mummy found in 
Darlington loft) 

 
Reading Focus - 

 Orientation  
Retrieval 

 
KPIs Y3 -  1, 10 
KPIs Y4 - 1, 2, 9 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation:  

Y3 - Subordinating 
conjunctions 

Y4 - Determiners 
 

Spellings: 
Y3 - ‘x’ and ‘ex’ 

Y4 - ‘gh’ 
 

 
Reading Focus - 

Lesson 1: Orientation 
Retrieval 

 
Lesson 2: Inference 

 Vocabulary 
Application 

 
KPIs Y3 - 2, 4 

KPIs Y4 - 3, 4, 10 
 
 

Spellings:  
Y3 - adding ‘y’ 

Y4 - adding ‘ed’ and 
‘ing’ 

7 Non-fiction 
Text: The Glorious Flight

 
 

Grammar and 
Punctuation:: 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS  
 

   



imperative verbs, 
inverted commas 

 
 
 

 Autumn Term 
Narrative weeks: 7 
Non-fiction weeks: 5 
Poetry weeks: 2 

 

Spring Term 
Narrative weeks: 6 
Non-fiction weeks: 4 
Poetry weeks: 2 

 

Summer Term 
Narrative weeks: 6 
Non-narrative weeks: 5 
Poetry weeks: 1 

 
 


