
Parent Workshop on 
Phonics

Tuesday 3 October 2023



The Workshop
Part 1
● Understand more about phonics
Part 2
● Find out how your child is taught to read and write at NIS 

and answer frequently asked questions
Part 3
● Information about the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Part 4
● Tips to support parents at home







What is phonics?

Grapheme to Phoneme Correspondance (GPC)



What is the key terminology?
Phonics can be tricky and there are some technical terms that your child 

will learn and use. 
Phoneme: Smallest unit of sound in a word. For example, if you say the 
word cat slowly you can hear the 3 phonemes or sounds c  a  t. 

Grapheme: A phoneme written down is a grapheme - meaning letters 
of the alphabet. 

Diagraph: When a grapheme has two letters that together make one 
sound eg. sh, ch, th, ff, ll, ss

Split Diagraph: When a grapheme is split by a consonant eg. a-e in 
bake or o-e in home

Trigraph: When a grapheme has three letters that make one sound eg. 
igh in the word night 



How is phonics taught at NIS?

20-30 minute lesson every day

All lessons include:
Revisiting previous learning

Teaching a new GPC
Practising reading and writing the new GPC
Applying this knowledge in a reading book



How do I say the sounds?

We always say the pure sounds 

without an ‘uh’ at the end.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZtjFIvA_fs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZtjFIvA_fs


How do I blend the sounds?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I


Why aren’t sounds taught in 
alphabetical order?

s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d
sit     nip     pat     tap     sat

in     at     tin     sip     pip
it     pit     nap     tan     ant

sap     pan    pad     dad
mat    man    mad    sad  









How will children remember all the graphemes?

Every GPC has a 
corresponding picture 
and formation rhyme.



What about irregular words?

Tricky Words  

These words have unusual spellings 
and children are taught the sounds 

that are different. 

I     the     he     she     is     go     to
as     of     you     we



What support does Little Wandle offer to 
parents?

Link to the website: 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/res

ources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/




Success and motivation











Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Taken in June when children 
are in Year 1

 4-9 minutes in length

Completed one to one with 
class teacher



What will my child be asked to do?

A previous test paper: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/att
achment_data/file/1083885/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_st
andard.pdf 

20 real words 20 non words

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1083885/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1083885/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1083885/STA228473e_YR1_2022_Phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf


How is it scored and will I get the results?

In the last three years, the "pass threshold" was 32, meaning 
children had to read at least 32 words out of 40 correctly. 

Parents will be notified of their child’s mark and if they met the 
pass threshold. This is also reported to the Local Authority. 

Children who do not score on or above the pass threshold will 
take the screening check again in Year 2. 

June 2022 - 90% of Year 1 children passed
This was above the national average of 75%




