
Knowledge and Understanding of the World Foundation Stage History Key Stage One Learning 

Expectations 

Geography Key Stage One Learning Expectations 

People and communities (PC) 

1. Has a sense of own immediate family and relations. 

2. In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from own family and cultural 

background, e.g. making and drinking tea. 

3. Beginning to have their own friends. 

4. Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to,and distinguish them 

from, others. 

5. Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.  

6. Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.  

7. Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.  

8. Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.  

9. Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can 

talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 

10. Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

11. Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 

members, 

12. They know that other children don't always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. 

13. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among 

families, communities and traditions 

The world (TW) 

1. Enjoys playing with small-world models such as a farm, a garage, or a train track. 

2. Notices detailed features of objects in their environment. 

3. Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as 

the place where they live or the natural world.  

4. Can talk about some of the things they have observed such 

as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  

5. Talks about why things happen and how things work.  

6. Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.  

7. Shows care and concern for living things and the environment.  

8. Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

9. Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and 

living things. 

10. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments 

might vary from one another. 

11. They make observations of animals and plants. 

12. They explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Technology(T)  

1. Seeks to acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some ICT equipment. 

2. Operates mechanical toys, e.g. turns the knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a friction car. 

3. Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD  player and uses remote control. 

4. Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such 

as cameras or mobile phones.  

5. Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve effects such as 

sound, movements or new images.  

6. Knows that information can be retrieved from computers  

7. Completes a simple program on a computer. 

8. Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software. 

9. Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. 

10. They select and use technology for particular purposes. 



 Changes within living memory. Where 

appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life  

 Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally (e.g. the 

Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane 

flight or events commemorated through 

festivals or anniversaries)  

 The lives of significant individuals in the 

past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. Some should 

be used to compare aspects of life in 

different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and 

Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and 

Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim 

Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and 

LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, 

Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell)  

 Significant historical events, people and 

places in their own locality.  

  

Location knowledge  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans  

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

 

Place knowledge  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography of a 

small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country  

 

Human and physical geography  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world 

in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

1. key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather  

2. key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, 

farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East 

and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. 

near and far; left and right) to describe the location 

of features and routes on a map  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

the geography of their school and its grounds and the 

key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment.  

 


