
NCEA Castle School – English Assessment Criteria 
 

Launching Into English 
1.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 1] 

  

1.1 - Interested in books - may have favourites. CG5 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.2 - Handles books appropriately. CG6 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.3 - Identifies action words/characters by pointing. CG6 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.4 - Repeats words or phrases from familiar stories or rhymes. (with symbols, pictures or verbally) CG6 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.5 - Can copy simple phonics sounds (verbally) CG6 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.6 - Can match identical photos, pictures, and symbols CG6 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.7 - Shows anticipation about what is going to happen next. PKS1 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.8 - Join in with some actions and repeated phrases when prompted. PKS1 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.9 - Match colours LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.10 - Participates with dancing, marching and using musical instruments alongside music and rhythms. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.11 - Discriminate by detail, size or orientation between very similar objects LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.12 - Enjoy stories and songs containing alliteration particularly if actions, props and pictures are used. I also 
enjoy alliteration alongside daily routines and activities. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.13 - Discriminate between similar photographs and coloured pictures LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.14 - Enjoy rhyming stories, songs and rhymes, finger rhymes and when an adult makes up rhymes about me 
or our daily routines. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

1.15 - Recognise the object depicted in a photograph. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
2.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 2] 

  

2.1 - Has favourite stories, rhymes, poems and jingles. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.2 - Fills in missing words in known stories, songs and rhymes. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.3 - Anticipates key events within familiar rhymes and stories. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.4 - Can recognise own name in written form. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.5 - Can turn a page, one page at a time. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.6 - Indicate correctly pictures of characters and objects in response to "where is the…?" PKS1 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.7 - Recognises familiar logos from pop culture/apps/community. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.8 - Joins in with songs. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.9 - LP Fill in gaps during songs and rhymes and, later, sing familiar ones in full. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.10 - LP Enjoy stories and songs containing alliteration, increasingly as an auditory activity. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.11 - LP Notice detail in busy pictures in books and jigsaws. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.12 - LP Recognise something when shown an incomplete object. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

2.13 - LP Identify the object depicted by a line drawing. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launchpad into English 
3.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 3] 

  

3.1 - Can match letters. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.2 - Knows sounds of some letters of their name. CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.3 - They can find other words, starting with the same sounds as their name CG7 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.4 - In familiar stories/rhymes, pupils can demonstrate and understanding of the text by answering where is 
the, what is the, who is the, what are they doing? (verbally/use symbols) PKS2 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.5 - Joins in with predictable phrases/refrains. PKS2 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.6 - Copy simple rhythms containing one, two or three beats using claps, instruments or body percussion. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.7 - knows what sound own name starts with. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.8 - Find it funny when you make a deliberate mistake during a rhyming story or song. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.9 - Find it funny when you produce an alternative word string. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.10 - Name familiar colours. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.11 - Play "Kim's game' with a set of four dissimilar objects. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

3.12 - Lift meaning from a stationary picture and work out the activity e.g. "What is he doing?", "What is 
happening?". LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launchpad into English 
4.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 4] 

  

4.1 - Knows we read left to right, top to bottom. CG8 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.2 - Recognises familiar words/signs/symbols. CG8 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.3 - Can retell a simple story showing an awareness of setting/events/characters. CG8 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.4 - Knows the sound of 10 different letters and can find words beginning with those sounds. CG8 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.5 - Joins in with repeated refrains, anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.6 - Begins to be aware of the way stories are structured and to tell own stories. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.7 - Shows an interest in illustrations and words in print, digital books and words in the environment. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.8 - Detect and odd-one-out in an alliterative word string if the 'mistake' begins with a very different 
phoneme from the others. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.9 - Look at and track lines of objects or pictures from left-to-right. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.10 - Discriminate between similar line drawings by detail or orientation. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.11 - Discriminate between silhouettes. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.12 - Identify the object depicted by a silhouette or an abstract picture. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

4.13 - Play a 'Kim’s game' with a set of six similar objects.LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
5.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 5] 

  

5.1 - Read own name and relate to myself. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.2 - Talks about events and suggests how story might end. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.3 - Looks at books and digital print independently. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.4 - Begins to navigate apps in digital media. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.5 - Hears and says initial sounds in words. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.6 - Begins to have an awareness of letter names of the alphabet (CG9 to avoid confusion when starting 
phonics due to children watching American alphabet songs) 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.7 - Sequence two items I have seen without auditory support. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.8 - Understand the meaning conveyed by familiar symbols. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.9 - Recognise shapes and patterns. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.10 - Recognise abstract symbols, some letters and numbers. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

5.11 - Recognise my name. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
6.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 6] 

  

6.1 - Read words by blending using the sounds they have been taught. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.2 - Say a sound for 10+ graphemes and can find words starting with those sounds. PKS2 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.3 - Read words by blending the sounds that have been taught with help from their teacher, Sequence 2 
items I've seen without auditory support. PKS2 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.4 - Discriminate between numbers and similar letters e.g. 6 and b LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.5 - Enjoys a range of print and digital books including fiction and non-fiction. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.6 - Find my own name from a choice, even if some also start with the same letter. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.7 - Sequence three items I have seen with auditory support LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.8 - Recognise 10+ single graphemes and know the phonemes they make. CG8 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

6.9 - Recognise some HRSW. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
7.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 7] 

  

7.1 - Say a single sound for 15+ graphemes LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.2 - Read accurately by blending VC words. PKS3 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.3 - Uses vocabulary that is increasingly influenced by experiences of reading. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.4 - Respond to questions that requires simple recall. PKS3 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.5 - Begins to recognise names of peers, siblings, family members. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.6 - Sequence 3 items I have seen without auditory support LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

7.7 - Discriminate between similar letters b, p, d. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launchpad into English 
8.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 8] 

  

8.1 - Say single sounds for 20+ graphemes. PKS3 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

8.2 - Read accurately by blending CVC words with no symbol support. CG9 / PKS3 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

8.3 - Match CVC words. CG9  

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

8.4 - Recount a short sequence of events. PKS3 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

8.5 - Associate lower with upper case letters. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

8.6 - Sequence 4 items I have seen without auditory support. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
9.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 9]  

  

9.1 - LP Say single sounds for 30+ graphemes. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.2 - Read 4 known grapheme words. 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.3 - Read some HRSW (common exception words) PKS4 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.4 - Talk about events in the story and link them to their own experience. PKS4 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.5 - In a familiar story, jump in with the next phrase when an adult pauses. CG10 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.6 - Recognise the diagraphs and know the phonemes. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

9.7 - Identify the diagraphs in a word. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  
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Launching into English 
10.0 Launching into Reading [Benchmark 10] 

  

10.1 - Say single sounds for 40+ graphemes including 1 grapheme for 40+ phonemes. PKS4 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

10.2 - Read 5 known phoneme words including diagraphs. PKS4 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

10.3 - Read aloud books that are consistent with their phonological knowledge - without guessing or using a 
picture. PKS4 / CG10 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

10.4 - Link sounds to letters naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. CG9 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

10.5 - Re-tell some of the story using story language e.g. once upon a time. PKS4 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

10.6 - Begin to read some HRSW and to use developing knowledge of letters and sounds to read simple 
phonetically decodable words and sentences. LP 

Not Met Shallow  Emerging  Developing  Deepening  Functional  

 

 


