
Music Rationale

Intent IMPLEMENTATION IMPACT
National Entitlement Pedagogical approaches Assessment & Progression

Our  music curriculum is designed to engage and inspire pupils 
to develop a love of music and  their talent as musicians to 
increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 
achievement As pupils progress, they will develop skills to think 
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of music. 
Music can be used as a regulation strategy and forms a crucial 
part of some student's engagement profiles. 

Teacher development with a focus on pedagogical 
principles enables professional capital, confidence and 
consistency. Class Leads are supported to develop their 
practice in SEND strategies and be confident practitioners 
in SEN pedagogy. Subject Leaders keep their subject 
content knowledge up to date. Teachers will model and 
facilitate by introducing new techniques and language 
but ultimately to guide pupils to explore their own creativity 
and expression through careful questioning. 

Pupils make good progress by accessing appropriate 
content which is measured using a suitable assessment 
system. The curricula follow a long term framework that 
identifies the most useful knowledge for cumulative 
sufficiency. Teachers are aware of previous learning, 
current learning and future learning. Children are assessed 
against ILPs, EYFS, Cherry Garden and the National 
Curriculum goals.

Qualifications Subject Knowledge Data
Skills and understanding are consolidated and developed in a 
formal learning environment. ILP targets ensure that learning is 
meaningful and skills can be functionally used. Children have 
the opportunity to access ASDAN qualifications  with the 
foundations built from national curriculum music subjects.

Subject Leads are expected to ensure that their own 
subject content knowledge is current. Leads are 
encouraged to work collaboratively and beyond school 
using networking, social media groups, subject associations 
and outside companies deliverign specialist-interventions. 
Knowledge of a child's journey through the subject is vital 
for the teacher is to build upon and connect learning.

Data is collected on a termly basis and is recorded on 
each pupils' individual pupil progress sheets. Collation on 
one document allows staff to see progress and targets 
together, for curriculum subjects, ILP targets, EHCP 
categories and Cherry Garden branches. This data is used 
to determine a child's curriculum, pathway, class and 
possible interventions. Collecting data over a prolonged 
period allows staff to set appropriate attainment targets for 
the next school year.

Sequential Learning Activities, Expectations & Challenge Interventions
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced as part of a long term 
planning framework. This builds on previous learning and 
supports next steps in a coherent way. Pre-teaching of key 
concepts and vocabulary supports understanding and 
progress. Opportunities for retrieval and to consolidate skills and 
knowledge and understanding are present across lessons and 
over time. Core skills are revisited and each phase has a termly 
theme linked to diffferent musical concepts.

We have adapted our curriculum to help reflect and 
represent the diversity of our pupils. Creativity and teacher 
expertise, underpinned by high quality research informed 
CPD, is woven into the curriculum with specialist and non 
specialist teachers working together with external 
agencies. This results in pupils and teachers sharing good 
practice and ensuring that learners learn from the best. 
Diversity is explored through a range musicians' days to 
expose children to different cultures.

Ongoing assessment identifies pupils that require further 
support. If children do not meet their attainment target 
then staff complete triangulation sheets. Staff state what 
the high-level indicator was from their data collection 
before undertaking a deep dive of that pupil's provision. 
The impact of that process and outcomes for that pupil 
are shared. The intervention lead together with therapists 
will signpost an appropriate intervention and discuss with 
the class team. Music therapy is an option through services 
including Nordoff Robins.

Pupil Premium Metacognition Recording Work
Our approach, reinforced by research from the EEF, prioritises 
improvements in the quality of education and teaching, 
including supporting pupils’ access to learning. Utilisation of the 
PPG will benefit wider pupil groupings in school, specifically 
raising the quality of interventions in supporting best outcomes. 
We continually monitor the progress and attainment of 
individual pupils as well as wider cohorts to ensure there is little 
variation in the performance of different pupil groups. 

Teachers are intentionally supported to complete enquiries 
with the goal of gaining insight into teaching and learning, 
becoming more reflective practitioners and
affecting change in the classroom. Through class-based 
action research, teachers have an opportunity to shape 
their professional development and generate their own 
knowledge about how children learn best. 

Evidence of teaching, learning and progress is specific to 
each pathway in school. Practical lessons are recorded via 
photographs and videos and these can be uploaded on 
to Evidence for Learning with comments and next steps 
evident. Music lessons are often very practical and require 
objects such as instruments and technology therefore 
photographic evidence is often used to docuement 
progress.

Cultural Capital Integrated Therapies Why teach Music?
A key principle of our teaching is the understanding that every 
child can engage with music in some form. Cultural Capital is 
the essential knowledge that children need to prepare them for 
their future success. This includes literacy skills and vocabulary 
needed and the opportunity to transfer learning from the 
classroom to wider life experiences. Our pupils are given every 
opportunity to participate in a wide range of learning 
experiences beyond the classroom. 

Music provides a perfect platform for therapies to be 
embedded into the curriculum.  There is a strong 
collaboration between therapy leads and teachers in 
planning enabling environments for all pupils. This includes 
the integrated planning of activities that develop gross 
and fine motor skills as well as communication.  Therapists 
works closely with teachers to develop skills through multi-
sensory and carefully graded approaches. 

Music supports the development of creativity and 
regulation and can have cross curricular links with all other 
subjects. Music naturally encourages learners to follow 
instructions, be self- critical and to make decisions whilst 
taking risks with their learning. It is an opportunity to 
develop both individually and collaboratively. 


