
        Our Reading Spine at Harry Hotspur CE Primary School 

Power of reading / Literacy Shed+ - Writing Outcome (suggestion) 

September 2024 and then September 2026 
R

ec
ep

ti
o

n
 

Contemporar
y Fiction 

(picture book) 
We’re all 
wonders  

 
– RJ Palacio 

(Hist/Art) 
Character 

descriptions 

 Non-Fiction 
Beware of the 

Crocodile –  

Martin Jenkins 
(Sci) 

Info booklet 

Rhyme 
Commotion in 

the Ocean  

 
– Giles Andrae 

(Geog/Art) 
Descriptions 

Picture Book 
Stanley’s Stick 

 
– Johns Hegley 

(DT) 
Instructions 

Picture book with 
rhyme 

What the ladybird 
heard  

 – 
Julia Donaldson 

Rhymes 

Traditional 
Tale 

The Gigantic 
Turnip  

 
– Alexsei 
Tolstoy 
(PSHE) 

Care labels and 
signage 

KS1 Poetry 
Out and about 

–  

 
Shirley 
Hughes  
Autumn 
Poetry 

 
Where do I 

live?  
Brochure/ 
pamphlet 

Non-fiction 
Winter Sleep – 
A hibernation 

story  

 
– Sean Taylor 

(Sci) – 
Explanation 

writing  
 

Non-
chronological 

report - 
Remembrance 

 

Traditional 
Tale 

Rapunzel –  

 
Bethan 

Woolvin (PSHE) 
 

Character 
description 

 
Diary –retelling 

in role 
 

Poetry 
 
 
 
 

Illustrated 
Novel 

 Anna Hibiscus  

 
– Atinuke 

(Geog) 
 

Personal 
recount 

 
Diary – 

Christopher 
Columbus 

Picture book 
How to find gold  

 
– Viviane Schwartz 

(Sci/comp) 
 

Character 
description 

 
Instructions 

 
1st person recount 

 
 

Summer Poetry 
 

Non-fiction 
Hummingbird  

 
– Nicola Davies 

(Art) 
Information 

Text 
 

Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LKS2 Non-fiction 
The First 
Drawing 

 

 
-Mordicai 
Gerstein 
Report – 

Stone Age art 

Poetry 
Jelly boots 

smelly boots 

 – 
Michael Rosen 

Poetry 
Information 
booklet – a guide 

Novel 
Varjak Paw  

 
– SF Said 
(PSHE) 

Newspaper 
report 

 

Graphic Novel 
Mouse, bird, 
snake, wolf  

 
– David Almond 

Play script of 
new scene 

 

Picture book 
Flotsam – 

 
 David Weisner 

Persuasive writing 
 

Scientific 
descriptions 

Contemporary 
novel 

The Night Bus 
Hero 

 

 
- Onjali Q 

Rauf 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

COEL 
 
Characteristics 
of Effective 
Learning  
 
2 Year-olds and 
Nursery  
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Power of reading / Literacy Shed+ - Writing Outcome (suggestion) 

 
Character 

description 
 

Diary 
 

to 
Northumberland 

A letter from 
Hadrian’s Wall 

– writing in 
role 

Explanation – 
Science (sound) 

Letter – in 
role 
 
comic 
strip 

UKS
2 

Adventure 
Darwin’s 
Dragons 

 
-Lindsay 
Galvin 

 
Setting 

description 
 

1st person 
narrative 

 
persuasive 

letter – link to 
Jorvik visit 

Fantasy 
Nevermoor 

 

 
-Jessica 

Townsend 
 

acrostic poem 
 

informal letter 
sequel/synopsi

s 
formal letter – 
deforestation 
(Geogprahy) 

Novel 
Rooftoppers  

 
– Katherine 

Rundell 
 

Newspaper 
Report 

 
Non-

chronological 
report – 

Roman legacy 

Picture Book 
The Journey –  

 
Francesca 

Sanna (Geog) 
 

Writing in Role 
– diary 

 
Free verse 

poems 

Poetry Collection 
Cosmic Disco –  

 
-Grace Nichols 

 
Poetry 

 
biography linked to 
history (diversity) 

Fiction – 
adventure 

The Last Bear 
 

 
-Hannah 
Gold 
 
1st person 
narrative 
 
Formal 
letter – 
climate 
change 

 

CLPE https://clpe.org.uk/  

Literacy Shed + https://www.literacyshedplus.com/  

One text suggested per half term – will often need supplementing. 

A reading for pleasure text may also be used in addition  

https://clpe.org.uk/
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/


        Our Reading Spine at Harry Hotspur CE Primary School 

Power of reading / Literacy Shed+ - Writing Outcome (suggestion) 

September 2023 and then 2025 
R

ec
ep

ti
o

n
 

Picture Book 
Owl Babies  

 
- Martin Wadell 

(Hist) 
Letters / notes 

Contemporary 
Fiction 

The Marvellous 
Moon Map –  

 
Teresa Heapy 

(PSHE) 
Instructions 

Traditional Tale 
No dinner! The 
story of the old 
woman and the 

pumpkin 

 
 – Jessica 

Souhami (PSHE) 
Retelling story 

Poetry 
A great big 

cuddle –  

 
Michael Rosen 

(Art) 
Poetry 

Non-fiction 
Yucky Worms –  

 
Vivian French 

(Geog) 
Info booklet 

Picture book 
Bedtime for 
monsters –  

 
Ed Vere (Art) 

Monster story 

KS1 Picture book 
Beegu  

 
– Alexis Deacon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter 
 

non-
chronological 
report – Great 
Fire of London 

Poetry 
Poems to 
perform  

 
– Julia 

Donaldson 
Poetry 

A guide to 
Newcastle 

Extended 
Picture book 
The Lonely 

Beast  
 

 
– Chris Judge 

(Geog) 
News report 

 
Character 

description 
 
 

Non-fiction 
Moth  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isabel Thomas 
(Sci) 

 
Instructions 

 
non-fiction 

report - moths 

Novel 
The Queen’s 

Nose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dick King-
Smith 

 
Sequel 

 
Tourist 

brochure - 
Australia 

Non-fiction – 
History 
Harry Hotspur 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Character 
description 
 
Instructions – 
how to be a 
knight 

LKS2 Non-fiction 
picture book 
 
The Rhythm of 
the Rain 

 
-Grahame 

Baker-Smith 
 

Explanation 
Writing in role 

 

Fantasy Story 
The nothing to 
see here hotel  

 
– Steven Butler 

Newspaper 
Article 

 
Suspense 
chapter 

Adventure 
Story 

The miraculous 
Journey of 

Edward Tulane  

 
– Kate 

DiCamillo 
(Geog) 

Illustrated 
novel 

The Wild Robot  

 
– Peter Brown 

(Sci/PSHE) 
 

Diary entry 
 

Traditional 
Tale 

The Lost Happy 
Endings  

 
– Carol Ann 

Duffy  
Persuasive 

letter 
 

Origin Tale 
How the Stars 
came to be –  

 
Poonam Mistry 

(Sci) Information 
text  

 
 
 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

COEL 
 
Characteristics 
of Effective 
Learning  
2 Year-olds and  
Nursery 
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Poetry 
Werewolf club 

rules  

 
– Joseph Coehlo 

(PSHE) 
Poetry 

Character 
Descriptions 

 
Non-

chronological 
report – Greek 

life 

Survivor 
manual 

 
 

Non-
chronological 

report - RE 
 
 

 

UKS
2 

Poetry 
Collection 

Dark Sky Park – 

 
 Philip Gross 

(Sci) 
Poetry 

 
Biography of 

Charles Darwin 
 

instructions 
linked to 
ancient 

Egyptian 
religious 

practices.  
(film unit) 

Fantasy 
Brightstorm – 

v  
 Vashti Hardy 

(Art) 
Diary writing 

 

Picture book 
Shackleton’s 

Journey –  

 
William Grill 

(Geog) 
Newspaper 

report 

Non-fiction 
Hero Twins  

 
Against the 

Lord of Death – 
Dan Jolley 

(Hist) 
 
 

Historical 
Fiction 

War Horse –  

 
Michael 

Morpurgo 
(Hist)  

Persuasive 
pamphlet 

 
Report- Dickin 

Medal 
 

Contemporary 
Novel –fantasy 

 
-Catherine 

Bruton 
 

Diary 
 

Balanced 
Argument 

 


