
Y11 Support
A Short Guide That Might Just Make a Difference.









Year 11 mock exam period 2026 will be between the 

12th and 23rd January 



Learn   

Duke's Secondary

3 Steps to 

Effective Examination Preparation

Learn is about getting organised for your Revise 

process by organising and familiarising yourself with 

your revision material

The Learn phase works best if you start it early:

Create a revision timetable

Organise your notes

Create revision resources such as flash cards









   Revise   

Duke's Secondary

3 Steps to 

Effective Examination Preparation

When you Revise you go over the learning material 

that you have previously organised and familiarize 

yourself with your Learn.

To successfully Revise you need to do something with 

your notes to help you to put them into your memory. 

Try designing your own knowledge organisers, 

revision posters or even write your own notes.





   Revise   

Duke's Secondary

3 Steps to 

Effective Examination Preparation

Cornell Note 

Taking









Test

Duke's Secondary

3 Steps to 

Effective Examination Preparation

Test uses the knowledge you have 

gained through Learn and Revise. The 

more you test and use the knowledge 

you have gained the better it will stay in 

your memory. Try tests and past paper 

questions.







English Language and Literature



Revision materials

(All students already have access to these)



Google Classrooms

Every teacher shared 
revision materials for 
GCSE English Language 
and Literature - i

There are videos 
talking you through 
what to do for each 
paper



English Language Revision Guide
Comes with free 
online resource - can 
download to any 
device. 

Practice questions

Tips for each of the 
questions

Must be: 
English 
Language

AQA from 
2026

8700/1
8700/2



English Literature 
Preparing for closed book exams

1. Macbeth by William Shakespeare
2. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by R. L. Stevenson
3. An Inspector Calls by J.B.Priestley
4. AQA Power & Conflict poetry
5. AQA Unseen poetry

Must be: English 
Literature
AQA
8702/1 8702/2

Copies of the texts, audiobooks, 
revision guides and past papers on 
Google Classroom. 
Knowing the plot, characters, 
themes and key quotes is essential 
for success.



Watch YouTube tutorials:

● Model answers
● Exam tips
● Strategies for each 

question

Recommended:

Mr Bruff Links to the in Google Classrooms

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



Knowledge organisers
Available to 
download from 
Google Classrooms

Tips for each of the 
questions, how to 
answer each 
question, 
terminology etc.

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



Listen to podcasts:

● Model answers
● Exam tips
● Strategies for each 

question

Recommended:

Mr Bruff

GCSE English revision pod

PODCASTS

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



Engaging with revision resources



FLASHCARDS

Take key information from 
revision guide / knowledge 
organiser / podcast / video and 
make cards

Test yourselves, be tested or 
read through before exam

Engaging with revision resources

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



MINDMAPS

Take key information from 
your guide / knowledge 
organiser / podcast / video 
and make mindmaps

Mindmap each paper / 
question / skill group

Display in bedroom / be 
tested

Engaging with revision resources

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



Mini Quizzes

Take key information 
from revision guide / 
knowledge organiser / 
podcast / video and 
make quizzes and 
answer sheets

Test yourselves or be 
tested

Engaging with revision resources

QUESTIONS
1. What does AFORREST 

stand for?
2. How many marks is paper 

1 Question 3 worth?
3. What is the key skill 

for paper 1 Question 2?
4. How should you 

structure your answer 
for paper 1 Question 4?

5. How long should you 
spend on question 5?

ANSWERS
1. Anecdote, 

alliteration, fact, 
opinion, rhetorical 
question, repetition, 
emotive language, 
statistics, triplets

2. 12 marks
3. Language analysis
4. Statement, evaluation, 

evidence, zoom in, 
effect (SEEZE)

5. 45 minutes

Both English 
Language and 
Literature



Developing analysis skills 

(needed for Paper 1 Q2 and Q4, Paper 2 Q3 and Q4

Language techniques (methods)  Paper 1 Q2 &4
Simile – comparing two things with like or as (as sparkling as a diamond) NOUN – a thing 
Metaphor – comparing things by using is (the boy is a giant) ADJECTIVE – describes a thing
Repetition – when a word / phrase is repeated throughout the text                           ADVERB – describes an action   
Alliteration – repetition of the sounds at the start of words (Totally, Tropical, Taste) PROPER NOUN – names of people, places, brands etc. – needs capital letter!
Onomatopoeia – words that sound like they do in real life (splash, bang, crash) VERB – an action
Assonance – repetition of vowel sounds (crying time, hop-scotch, how now brown cow)
Personification – giving human qualities to an inanimate object (the tree danced in the wind)

Practical tips:
Choose an extract from a book 
/ newspaper article.
Underline effective words
Then ‘explode’ the words to 
consider the effect – what the 
words make you think / feel / 
imagine

“Filth that clung”
disgusting

unhygienic

rotting

stuck

Fixed tightly

Unable to 
remove

From:
Mrs Pratchett was dirty
To…
Mrs Pratchett was so dirty, she was unhygienic. The word ‘filth’ is effective because it makes us think that there was disgusting, 
rotting food on her and the verb ‘clung’ emphasizes how long it had been there as it would be very difficult to get off.

Skill will help both English Language and Literature 



Use Google Images to find interesting 
photographs to act as stimulus for writing.

Write whole thing or just planning.

Practical tips:

Annotate a picture with what you can 
see

Add in other senses / what else you 
could imagine being there

Up-level vocabulary / techniques– 
add more detail with a range of 
adjectives, similes, metaphors (use 
knowledge organiser)

Practise Writing

PICTURE FROM EXAM 
QUESTION

Old buildings

Market stalls

People shopping

Fairy lights

trees
Night sky

Smell of food

People pushing by

Sounds of people 
chatting / music

Cold breeze / 
frost

Ancient buildings 
tower over the 
market

Frost glitters on 
top of the stalls 
like shimmering 
gemstones

Delicious 
aromas fill 
the frosty airFocused shoppers charge by

Angelic voices of the 
choir
Sweet melodic carols

Velvet carpet studded with 
brilliant diamonds

English Language 



Past paper Questions Shared on Google 
Classrooms

Must be: 
English 
Language
AQA

8700/1
8700/2

Both English 
Language and 
Literature

English 
Literature
AQA
8702/1 
8702/2



Extra support in school
Lesson 6 every Thursday 

English Language & Literature lunchtime drop in / revision space 
- every day, passes needed

Small group interventions with Ms Everton



Help your child 
revise 

Duke’s Secondary, 2025-26.

















In exceptional circumstances, the student should at the very 
least take the work away and watch the video walk through!



Other useful websites:
www.thenational.academy
www.drfrostmaths.com
www.thirdspacelearning.com
www.onmaths.com
www.senecalearning.com

http://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.thirdspacelearning.com/
http://www.onmaths.com/


Support.
O Regular, concentrated practice is best.
O Seek help if required - teachers always 

willing to talk!
O Contact school;  

- Maths teachers via Google Classroom
- Maths dept. ext. 383
- daniel.naylor@dukes.ncea.org.uk



REVISION 
STRATEGIES

SCIENCE



Google classrooms



Knowledge organisers



Knowledge organisers



…Decoding the questions
STATE – SHORT ANSWER. DON’T WASTE TIME DESCRIBING OR EXPLAINING!

DESCRIBE – RECALL FACTS E.G. WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? WHAT HAPPENS? 

STEP-BY-STEP

EXPLAIN – GIVE A CLEAR SCIENTIFIC REASON – LINK IT TO THE QUESTION



REVISION GUIDE



Video Revision



Video Revision



DON’T WASTE TIME AND SPACE
RE-WRITING THE QUESTION

Looking at papers where candidates ended up with a 
grade 3, about 25% of candidates ran out of time!



MOST COMMON MISTAKES
• NOT READING THE QUESTION PROPERLY

• NOT FINISHING THE PAPER – TIMING!

• IGNORING THE MARKING SCHEME – ALLOCATE MARKS!

• REPETITION – MAKING THE POINT MORE THAN ONCE WON’T GET YOU ANY EXTRA 
MARKS

• MISSING PART OF A QUESTION – 
E.G. “DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN”, DON’T FORGET TO EXPLAIN!



WHY REVISE?
REVISION IS GOING OVER INFORMATION.

WHEN YOU LEARN SOMETHING NEW YOUR BRAIN MAKES A NEW CONNECTION.
IF THIS CONNECTION IS NOT FIRED AGAIN, THEN IT WILL DISAPPEAR AND YOU WILL LOSE THAT 
SKILL OR KNOWLEDGE.

85% MATERIAL IS FORGOTTEN AFTER 7 DAYS



AIM TO GO OVER SUBJECT MATERIAL FREQUENTLY, SO THAT REINFORCES NEW LINK 

IN THE BRAIN. 

THE MORE FREQUENTLY MATERIAL IS REVIEWED, THE STRONGER THE LINKS WILL BE 

AND MORE OF THE SKILL OR KNOWLEDGE WILL BE RETAINED LONG TERM 



TIPS
• WHERE:

SITTING AT A DESK IN A QUIET ROOM – NO DISTRACTIONS!  GO TO THE 

LIBRARY IF HOME ISN’T QUIET ENOUGH. 

YOUR BRAIN NEEDS TO FOCUS ON SCIENCE… NOT TV PICTURES OR SONG 

LYRICS. THIS ALSO MEANS THAT YOUR PHONE NEEDS TO BE ON SILENT!

• WHAT:

SET YOURSELF A SPECIFIC & REALISTIC GOAL 

(E.G. I WILL REVISE EVOLUTION AND COMPLETE ONE PAST PAPER)

YOUR REVISION SHOULD BE ORGANISED (FOLDERS, HIGHLIGHTER PENS)

YOUR REVISION SHOULD BE ACTIVE (DO DIFFERENT TASKS, DON’T JUST READ 

NOTES)



TIPS
•HOW:

DON’T AVOID DIFFICULT TOPICS! 

SANDWICH THEM WITH TOPICS YOU DON’T MIND (LIKE 🡪 DIFFICULT 

🡪 LIKE)

•WHEN:

AS SOON AS YOU GET IN FROM SCHOOL WHEN YOU ARE NOT 

TIRED – IF YOU ARE TIRED YOU WILL FEEL MORE STRESSED AND FIND 

IT HARDER TO CONCENTRATE



ONE MARK CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
AND IMPROVE A GRADE!

YOUR EXAM CERTIFICATES STAY WITH YOU 

FOREVER

EMPLOYERS WILL ASK TO SEE YOUR 

CERTIFICATES – MAKE SURE YOU GET RESULTS 

YOU ARE PROUD TO PUT ON YOUR CV

ON THE DAY THINK POSITIVE AND STAY CALM!


