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Community Catch-Up
On the 10th December, Duke’s held the first

Community Catch-Up event of this academic
year. It was a great success, with many

families coming along to enjoy free food and
drinks, games, a Christmas quiz, gingerbread

decorating, bingo and a raffle! There were also
donated clothes on offer, and everyone left

with something to take home. 



On the 11th December, Duke’s held its annual
Christmas Concert. We had our largest

audience yet, of over 100 people, watching the
performances of over 45 students from all year

groups!

Special thanks go to Kieran McAlpine in Y13 for
his outstanding contribution to music at Duke's.

He has performed in every concert since he
joined Duke's and helps with preparing for the
concerts and running rehearsals with the Brass

group.

Christmas Concert

To everyone who has participated, helped out
and attended events at Dukes in 2024!



A R C 1  T R I P  T O  T H E  D I S C O V E R Y

M U S E U M
O n  t h e  1 7 t h  D e c e m b e r ,  A R C 1 ,  w e n t  t o  t h e  D i s c o v e r y

M u s e u m  a s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  t o  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  O l i v e r
T w i s t .  W h a t  w a s  l i f e  r e a l l y  l i k e  f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s ?
W a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  r i c h  a n d  p o o r  g r e a t e r
t h a n  i t  i s  t o d a y ,  o r  h a v e  w e  g o t  b e t t e r  a t  m a s k i n g

i t ?
T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a  d e l i g h t  t o  t a k e  o u t ,  t h e

b e h a v i o u r ,  c a r e  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t
t h r o u g h o u t  m a d e  m e  p r o u d  t o  b e  t h e i r  t e a c h e r !

P o s i t i v e  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  c a m e
f r o m  t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  m u s e u m  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t

a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e m .  

S t u d e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t r i p  a s :  

‘ E X C I T I N G ’

‘ F U L L  O F  S C I E N C E ’
‘ F U L L  O F  H I S T O R Y ’

‘ I  R E A L L Y  E N J O Y E D  P R E S S I N G  T H E  B U T T O N S

I N  T H E  S C I E N C E  M A Z E ’



W e  a r e  a  g r o u p  o f  s i x t h  f o r m  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w o r k e d
t o g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m  t o  o r g a n i s e  a n  e v e n t  f o r  o u r

b u s i n e s s  c o u r s e .  O u r  w e l l b e i n g  e v e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a
r a n g e  o f  w e l l b e i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  S i x t h  F o r m .  W e  h a d
4  v i s i t o r s  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  P o l l y

B r e n n a n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  K i t  B a g ,  C i r c u s  O f  L i f e ,  K o o t h ,
a n d  Y o g a  w h i c h  r a n  f r o m  p e r i o d s  1 - 4 .  T h e s e  c o n t a c t s

w e r e  g i v e n  b y  P a u l ,  s o  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  P a u l  f r o m
N C S  w h o  h e l p e d  u s  w i t h  t h i s  e v e n t .  W e  t h e n  h a d  a

r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  5 t h  l e s s o n ,  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s
c o u l d  c h o o s e  f r o m .  T h e s e  w e r e  m u g  p r i n t i n g ,  p e b b l e

p a i n t i n g ,  f o o t b a l l ,  g e l  n a i l  a r t ,  m u s i c  a n d  c h i l l ,
w e l l b e i n g  w a l k , b o a r d  g a m e s ,  o r i g a m i ,  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s

a n d  t a b l e  t e n n i s .  
W e  a l s o  m a n a g e d  t o  r a i s e  £ 1 2 9  f o r  t h e  M a c m i l l a n  c o f f e e

m o r n i n g  w h i c h  w e  s o l d  t e a ,  c o f f e e ,  h o t  c h o c o l a t e  a n d
c a k e s .  W e  c h o s e  t o  d o  t h i s  w e l l b e i n g  e v e n t  i n

p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  w e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  s i x t h
f o r m  w i t h  t h e i r  w e l l b e i n g  a n d  t h e i r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ;
d o i n g  A  l e v e l  e x a m s  a n d  c o u r s e w o r k  c a n  b e  r e a l l y

s t r e s s f u l .  O v e r a l l  t h i s  e v e n t  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  u s .

6th form Well-Being



Sports News
W e l l  d o n e  t o  o u r  f u t s a l  a n d  f o o t b a l l

t e a m s  w h o  w e r e  i n  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  1 1 t h :

 D U K E ' S  V I  F O R M  D E F E A T E D  D A M E  A L L A N S  3 - 2
( F O O T B A L L )

 Y 9  D E F E A T E D  G O S F O R T H  A N D  N A R R O W L Y  L O S T
T O  B L Y T H  ( F U T S A L )



W e l l  d o n e  t o  t h e  Y 7  f o o t b a l l  t e a m  w h o
b r a v e d  t h e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  B l y t h  o n

t h e  5 t h .

H u g e  t h a n k s  t o  M r  W a t s o n  a n d  M r  N a s s e r
f o r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  t h e  b o y s .

S P O R T S  N E W S



Year 11 Revision...
GCSE revision is well underway for Year 11, with a

range of subjects offering revision at lunch and
after school. Well done to those students who
attend regularly - remember that attendance

means prizes! Current attendance leader board is
below...

D A N I E L L E :  1 4
L I V :  1 2

L A M I S S A :  1 1
E L L E :  1 1

A B I G A I L :  1 0
P O P P Y :  1 0
L O U I E :  9
G R A C E :  9
O W E N :  9
M A R K :  9

C A L L U M :  9
E L L A :  8



W e l l  d o n e  t o  t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  K i n d n e s s
C h a l l e n g e  f o r  W o r l d  K i n d n e s s  D a y  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m -
s t a f f  i n  S c i e n c e !  A s  t h e i r  r e w a r d ,  s t a f f  i n  S c i e n c e

e n j o y e d  t h i s  w e l l - t i m e d  b u n d l e  o f  t r e a t s  j u s t
b e f o r e  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  h o l i d a y s .  A  b i g  w e l l  d o n e  t o

s t a f f  i n  P E  a n d  A d m i n  w h o  p u t  i n  a n  a m a z i n g  e f f o r t
c o m p l e t i n g  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  t o o !  



Duke’s staff and students raised £100 wearing Christmas
jumpers on December 18th!

Food Bank Collection
Once again, Duke’s staff and

students did an amazing job of
donating a huge range of food
and drinks for the Wansbeck

Valley Foodbank, for Christmas.

Many thanks to everyone who
contributed!

https://wansbeckvalleyfoodbank.org/
https://wansbeckvalleyfoodbank.org/


Christmas Activities...

Visit Northumberland.com

eventbrite.co.uk

https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/explore/seasons/winter/christmas
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--northumberland/christmas/


We hope everyone has a

happy and safe

Christmas Holiday!

School returns on the 7th
January!



We know that this time of year can
often be difficult. If you need any
extra support over the Christmas

period, follow the links below:

Young Minds

Samaritans

Mind

MentalHealth.org

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/blog/five-helpful-reminders-if-you-find-christmas-difficult/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/useful-contacts/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/blogs/tips-looking-after-your-mental-health-christmas

