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On Friday 1st March, Duke’s Secondary hosted
the Rock Choir to aid fundraising for the

forthcoming trip to New York. 

It was an amazing night with great singing from
the choir.

Our very own Primary School Choir made a
guest appearance at half time, and even joined

the Rock Choir for their final song! 

Well done to everyone who sang, and thank
you to everyone who came along and made it

such a successful night.

Rock Choir



N e w b i g g i n  s t u d e n t s  j o i n e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  G r a c e
D a r l i n g  t o  p l a n t  1 2 0  t r e e s  i n  S p i t t a l  i n  O c t o b e r .

T h i s  w a s  a  p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  N e w b i g g i n
T o w n  a n d  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l s ,  a n d

t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  t r e e s  a n d

m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e y  g r o w  w e l l  a n d  d o n ’ t  g e t
d a m a g e d !

S C I E N C E  O U T  A N D
AB OU T !

W e ’ v e  b e e n  r e a l l y  b u s y  i n  s c i e n c e ,  o u t  a n d
a b o u t  f o r  a l l  y e a r  g r o u p s  t h i s  y e a r .



S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  j u d g e s  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r ,
h e l p i n g  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  Y o u n g  S c i e n t i s t ’ s

B o o k  o f  t h e  Y e a r  a w a r d ,  a s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  T h e
R o y a l  S o c i e t y .  T h e  w i n n i n g  b o o k  w a s  a n n o u n c e d

l a s t  w e e k ,  t o  t h e  7 0 0 +  s c h o o l s  a n d  l i b r a r y  g r o u p s
w h o  g o t  i n v o l v e d .  W e  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  w i n n i n g  b o o k :

A m  I  M a d e  o f  S t a r d u s t ?  B y  D r  M a g g i e  A d e r i n -
P o c o c k .  I t ’ s  g o t  l o a d s  o f  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t  a b o u t  a s t r o n o m y  a n d  h u m a n s ,
a n d  o u r  c o p y  i s  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o

b o r r o w .

S t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h i s  a n d
l a s t  y e a r ’ s  j u d g i n g
p a n e l s  j o i n e d  s o m e
s c i e n c e  s t a f f  a t  t h e

T h e a t r e  R o y a l  d u r i n g
t h e  F e b r u a r y  h a l f  t e r m ,

t o  e n j o y  t h e  m u s i c a l
‘ F a n t a s t i c a l l y  G r e a t

W o m e n ’ .  T h i s  i s  b a s e d
o n  t h e  b o o k

‘ F a n t a s t i c a l l y  G r e a t
W o m e n  S c i e n t i s t s ’

w h i c h  w a s  o n e  o f  l a s t
y e a r ’ s  s h o r t l i s t e d

b o o k s ,  w r i t t e n  b y  K a t e
P a n k h u r s t  –

g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f
E m m e l i n e .



A  g r o u p  o f  y e a r  1 0  a n d  1 1
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e

h i g h s  a n d  l o w s  o f  p h y s i c s  w h e n
w e  w e n t  o n  a n  o u t - o f - t h i s - w o r l d
e x p e r i e n c e  t o  D i s n e y l a n d  P a r i s .

A s  w e l l  a s  s a m p l i n g  a s  m a n y
r o l l e r c o a s t e r s  a n d  o t h e r  t h e m e

p a r k  a d v e n t u r e s  a s  w e  c o u l d
c r a m  i n  t o  t w o  d a y s ,  t h e y  w e r e
a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e

s c i e n c e  t h a t  s i t s  b e h i n d  r u n n i n g
a  t h e m e  p a r k  l i k e  D i s n e y l a n d .
P a r t  o f  t h i s  i n v o l v e d  b u i l d i n g
t h e i r  o w n  m o d e l  r o l l e r c o a s t e r

a n d  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u l d  b e
r i d e a b l e  o r  j u s t  m a k e  p e o p l e  f e e l

v e r y  s i c k !  W e  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g
t i m e  a w a y  d e s p i t e  t h e  s n o w ,  a n d

r e a l l y  m a x e d  o u t  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  w e  h a d  t h e r e .

T w o  g r o u p s  o f  f u t u r e  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  e n g i n e e r s
h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  B a k e r  H u g h e s  i n

C r a m l i n g t o n  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  l o c a l  a n d  g l o b a l
e n g i n e e r i n g  c a r e e r s  a n d  t e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  a
r a n g e  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  c h a l l e n g e s .  S t u d e n t s  f r o m

Y e a r  9  h a v e  b e e n  t o  s e v e r a l  o n - s i t e  v i s i t s ,  l e a r n t
m o r e  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  d o e s  f r o m  t h e i r

C r a m l i n g t o n  o f f i c e ,  a n d  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e d  t o
d e s i g n  a  P I G  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a  p i p e !  T h i s  w a s  o n e
o f  s e v e r a l  t a s k s  t h e y ’ v e  b e e n  s e t  a n d  t h e y  h a v e

r i s e n  v e r y  a b l y  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e !



A n d  l a s t ,  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e
h a p p e n e d ,  w a s  t h e  t e a m  o f  s i x  y e a r  8  s t u d e n t s

t h a t  c o m p e t e d  i n  t h e  F a r a d a y  E n g i n e e r i n g
C h a l l e n g e  e v e n t  a t  W e l l f i e l d  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  t h i s
M a r c h .  T h e i r  c h a l l e n g e  w a s  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  h i g h w a y s  a n d  r o a d s :  f r o m
c a r s  a n d  l o r r i e s ,  r o a d  s u r f a c e s  a n d  c r o s s i n g s ,  t o

p a r k i n g  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n
b r o a d  g u i d a n c e  o n  h o w  t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e

b u t  w e r e  o n  t h e i r  o w n  w i t h  t h e i r  d e s i g n s  a n d
d e c i s i o n s .  O u r  t e a m  d e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t  a

p r o t o t y p e  p o r t a b l e  e l e c t r i c  c a r  b a t t e r y  c h a r g e r ,
f o r  w h e n  a  c a r  b a t t e r y  r u n s  o u t  a n d  y o u  n e e d  a

q u i c k  b o o s t .  T h e y  h a d  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m
a n d  d e l i v e r  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k  t o
t h e  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a d j u d i c a t o r s .



P h e w !  W e ’ v e  b e e n  r e a l l y  b u s y  o u t  a n d  a b o u t ,  a n d
t h e r e ’ s  s t i l l  p l e n t y  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o !  S o  i f  y o u r

c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n y t h i n g  s c i e n c e ,
t e c h n o l o g y  o r  e n g i n e e r i n g - r e l a t e d ,  t h e y  s h o u l d
k e e p  t h e i r  e y e s  o p e n  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  c o r r i d o r  f o r
t h e  g l i t t e r y  s i g n s  w h i c h  a d v e r t i s e  f o r t h c o m i n g

t r i p s  a n d  v i s i t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

T w o  t h i n g s  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r :
Y e a r  7 s  a n d  8 s :  T h e  R o y a l  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h o  r u n  t h e

C h r i s t m a s  L e c t u r e s ,  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  s c h o o l  t o
d e l i v e r  a  t r u l y  S P E C T A C U L A R  s c i e n c e  s h o w  o n

W e d n e s d a y  2 4 t h  A p r i l !  B u t ,  b e t t e r  s t i l l :  t h e y  w i l l
a l s o  b e  r u n n i n g  a  f a m i l y  s h o w  i n  t h e  e a r l y

e v e n i n g :  f a m i l i e s  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y  w e l c o m e !  L o o k
o u t  f o r  a n  e m a i l  s o o n  w i t h  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a n d  h o w

t o  g e t  y o u r  f r e e  t i c k e t s .

Y e a r  8 s  a n d  9 s :  t h e  R A F  a r e  c o m i n g  i n  o n
W e d n e s d a y  1 5 t h  M a y  t o  r u n  a  c h a l l e n g e  d a y
l i n k e d  t o  f l y i n g ,  a e r o s p a c e ,  a v i a t i o n  a n d  a l l

t h i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  b r o a d  a n d  e x c i t i n g
i n d u s t r y !  I t ’ s  a  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  p r i z e s ,  a n d

t h e r e ’ s  o n l y  6 0  p l a c e s .  

S o ,  i f  y o u ’ r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p l a n e s  o r  s c i e n c e  a n d
e n g i n e e r i n g  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e n  l e t  M r s
M c C r e a d y  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e

c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a n  e x c l u s i v e  p l a c e  o n  t h e  t e a m !
A n d  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  a b o u t  a n y
o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m i n g  u p  o r  h a v e
a l r e a d y  h a p p e n e d ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  M r s

M c C r e a d y .



Duke’s ‘World Book Day’
celebrations

World Book Day was celebrated in Duke’s on Thursday 7th March.
Across all lessons students heard staff reading a ‘squashed’ version of

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. Additionally, there were lots of
tutor-time activities such as quizzes and staff sharing what they are

currently reading. There were also games such as guess the staff
‘shelfie’ and desert island book pile.

All students have access to a bespoke Duke’s World Book Day activity
sheet through their English Google Classroom - this has links to two

competitions, all the resources shared across the day, recommended
reads and masterclasses from authors and illustrators.



Duke’s English have presented the top readers
in Key Stage 3 (best engagement with

Accelerated Reader) with a VIP food voucher
to allow them to select a treat of their choice

from the canteen at break - well done!

The winning students are: 

English Rewards

Taylor Edwards
Daniel Jenkinson
Grace Simpson

Lucas Ramm
Kacey Wootton

Zoe Norman
Freddie Armstrong

Iyla Davison
Caitlin Austin
Olly Pringle

Amber Maddison
Kaiden Middlemass

Abbie Rowley
Eva-Mae Cook
Lina Kartoeva
Toren Jones

Daniel Hedley
Nathan Curtis

Lacey Wake
Jess Nichols

Sky Harris-McMurdo
Anna Wilson
Keisha Young

Hollie Turnbull
Garylee Taylor

Lexi Ford
Logan Goodwin
Charlie Marson

Lydia Scott
Harriet Taylor

Ella Taylor
Samuel Tasker

Jayden Baker
Hannah Ratcliff

Logan Fox
Ellie Borthwick
Liana Holmes
Ellie Doughty



L i t t l e  B y  L i t t l e ,  A  L i t t l e  B e c o m e s  A  L o t
T h e  t h e m e  # L i t t l e B y L i t t l e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e

t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  c o n s i s t e n t ,  s m a l l
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n s  o n  o v e r - a l l  w e l l b e i n g .  F o r

S t r e s s  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  2 0 2 4  w e ,  a t  T h e
S t r e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  S o c i e t y ,  w a n t  t o

e m p h a s i s e  h o w  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  s t e p s  t a k e n
e a c h  d a y  t o w a r d s  s e l f - c a r e  a n d  s t r e s s

r e d u c t i o n  c a n  y i e l d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s
i n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o v e r  t i m e .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  f o c u s  o n  m a k i n g
m a n a g e a b l e  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  y o u r  d a i l y

r o u t i n e .  W h i l e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  s m a l l  a c t i o n s  o n
t h e i r  o w n  m a y  s e e m  l i t t l e ,  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e s e  h a b i t s  c a n  e n d  u p  b e i n g

p r o f o u n d !

For more information, follow the link below:

Stress Awareness Month

https://www.stress.org.uk/SAM2024/


Easter Fun in
Northumberland

Visit Northumberland

Alnwick Castle

The Tourist Trail

Follow the links below to find
some interesting and exciting

things to do, in Northumberland,
over the Easter break.

https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/explore/things-to-do/events
https://www.alnwickcastle.com/blog/easter-activities-in-alnwick
https://www.thetouristtrail.org/guides/northumberland-guides/things-to-do-this-easter-in-northumberland/


Assessment:

Week beg. 17th June: KS3 Progress Tests

Week beg. 25th June: Y10 Progress Tests/ Y12
Mock Exams

Parent Evenings

8th May: Year 7

12th June: Year 8

May Half Term

24th May - 3rd June


