
Our Ethos 
  Our Ethos                                 [image: ]
At Kelvin Grove, we believe that the Early Years are the foundation for lifelong learning. We provide a nurturing, inclusive, and language-rich environment where every child is valued as an individual and learning is based on developmental stage rather than age.
Children learn through a carefully planned balance of child-initiated play, adult-initiated opportunities, and focused adult-directed teaching. Highly skilled practitioners scaffold learning effectively, model high-quality language, and extend children’s thinking and curiosity through purposeful interactions. Communication and language are prioritised across all areas of provision, recognising them as the gateway to future learning and success.
Our curriculum is rooted in the Kelvin Grove values of community, perseverance, positivity, respect, and responsibility, supporting children to become confident, resilient, and caring learners. We recognise that children start school with a wide range of experiences and abilities; therefore, we place strong emphasis on early identification, intervention, and targeted support. This ensures that all children, including those with SEND and neurodiverse needs, are fully supported to make strong progress from their individual starting points.
We follow the Birth to 5 Matters guidance to deliver a broad, ambitious, and child-centred curriculum that supports progress across all seven areas of learning. In Reception, we embed the Little Wandle Phonics Programme with fidelity to ensure secure foundations in early reading and to prepare children confidently for Key Stage 1.
As a result, children leave the Early Years happy, motivated, and well-prepared for the next stage of their education, demonstrating strong communication skills, positive learning behaviours, and a love of learning.
.
[image: A couple of cartoon characters  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Curriculum Principles             [image: ]
  Language and Communication at the Heart
Communication and language underpin all learning. Children are immersed in a language-rich environment through daily story times, songs, rhymes, talk-rich play, and explicit teaching of ambitious vocabulary.
  Play-Based and Child-Centred Learning
Learning is driven by children’s curiosity and interests, with skilled adults carefully scaffolding, modelling, and extending learning to deepen understanding and promote progress.
  Inclusive and Adaptive Provision
High-quality universal provision is supported by early identification, targeted interventions, and personalised adaptations to ensure all children, including those with SEND and neurodiverse needs, can access the curriculum and thrive.
  Character and Values Education
The curriculum is rooted in the Kelvin Grove values, which are explicitly taught and modelled to support children’s personal, social, and emotional development:
· Community: Developing a sense of belonging, positive relationships, and teamwork
· Perseverance: Building resilience, problem-solving, and a growth mindset
· Positivity: Celebrating effort, confidence, and enjoyment of learning
· Respect: Valuing others, differences, and the environment
· Responsibility: Making choices and caring for themselves, others, and shared spaces
  British Values in Practice
British Values are embedded through everyday routines and interactions, including democracy (choice-making and turn-taking), the rule of law (understanding boundaries and expectations), individual liberty (developing independence), and mutual respect and tolerance (celebrating diversity).
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At Kelvin Grove, we believe the Early Years are the foundation for lifelong learning. Our intent is to provide a nurturing, inclusive, ambitious stage-not-age curriculum that enables all children to develop a love of learning through high-quality play, exploration, and purposeful teaching. Learning is carefully planned to build on children’s individual starting points and to support strong progress for every child.
We prioritise communication and language across all areas of learning, recognising it as the key to unlocking future learning and success. Our curriculum is rooted in the school values of community, perseverance, positivity, respect, and responsibility, supporting children to become confident, resilient, and caring learners.
We are committed to ensuring that all children, including those with SEND and neurodiverse needs, receive early identification, targeted support, and appropriate adaptations so they can thrive and achieve their full potential.
The Characteristics of Effective Learning—playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically—are embedded throughout our provision, enabling children to become curious, independent learners who are well prepared for the next stage of their education
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  Curriculum approach: A carefully planned balance of child-led play, adult-initiated learning, and focused adult-directed teaching ensures children engage deeply and make strong progress from their individual starting points.
  Language-rich provision: Communication and language are prioritised across the day through high-quality adult interactions, daily stories, songs, rhymes, and explicit teaching of ambitious vocabulary. Adults model and reinforce language consistently in all areas of provision.
  Scaffolding and modelling: Skilled practitioners join children’s play to extend thinking, model language, problem-solving, and social skills, and provide timely challenge and support to deepen learning.
  Characteristics of Effective Learning in action: Opportunities to play and explore, demonstrate active learning, and create and think critically are intentionally woven throughout continuous provision and adult-led activities.
  Inclusivity and SEND: Early identification, adaptations, and targeted interventions ensure children with SEND and neurodiverse needs are fully included and supported to access the curriculum and make progress.
  Phonics and early reading: In Reception, the Little Wandle Phonics Programme is embedded with fidelity, supporting children to develop secure foundations in phonics, reading, and early writing.
  Plan–Do–Review: Practitioners assess learning daily, reflect on children’s engagement and progress, and adapt planning—particularly in communication and language—to ensure provision remains responsive and has the greatest possible impact
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  Children are confident, curious, and resilient learners who consistently demonstrate the Characteristics of Effective Learning alongside the Kelvin Grove values.
  Gaps in communication and language are identified early and successfully narrowed, enabling children to access the full curriculum and make strong progress across all areas of learning.
  All children, including those with SEND, neurodiverse learners, and those starting from lower baselines, make good or better progress from their individual starting points.
  Phonics and early reading are securely embedded, ensuring children develop a strong foundation in early literacy and are well prepared for Key Stage 1.
  Ongoing observations, assessment, and review of next steps ensure that teaching and provision are responsive and continuously refined to maximise progress for every child.
  By the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage, children are socially, emotionally, and academically prepared for the next stage of their education and demonstrate positive attitudes to learning
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