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Self-registers with support. Develops listening and attention skills. Gains independence in self-care routines. Uses a wider range of resources and small tools. Seeks help, guidance and co-regulation from adults. Concentrates on activities for longer periods. Takes risks in play with challenging apparatus. Develops sharing and turn-taking skills. Talks about patterns. Talks about stories. Explores mark-making on different scales.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK327][bookmark: OLE_LINK328][bookmark: _Hlk202697883]Term 2 – 4 year old
Asks questions and describes familiar events in full sentences. Recognises and names emotions, shows care, and takes turns. Climbs, balances, and hops with increasing confidence; uses tools with developing control (threading, scissors, pencils). Recognises letters in their name and explores rhyming sounds. Counts to 10 through songs and games; uses number names and describes objects with size and quantity words. Explores animals, magnets, sand and water; talks about community helpers and seasonal changes.
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Retells simple stories in sequence using clear speech. Asks “why” and “how” questions; describes objects and experiences in detail. Resolves small conflicts with support and manages feelings increasingly independently. Shows confidence in self-care tasks (toileting and dressing). Recognises their name and some letters; begins copying letter shapes and drawing with meaning. Counts to 10 and beyond. Grows plants, observes life cycles, and explores natural changes.
Term 3 – 3 year old
Chooses activities confidently and shares successes. Articulates needs and interests. Develops self-regulation and expresses emotions appropriately. Shows empathy and care for people and living things. Seeks challenges and problem-solves with support. Works collaboratively, sharing ideas and listening to others. Uses interests to support learning. Begins to identify patterns. Uses language from stories in play. Gives meaning to marks.
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Settles into routines and becomes familiar with the nursery environment. Listens to adults and responds to simple instructions. Develops gross motor skills: running, climbing, jumping; begins using tools like crayons and paintbrushes. Washes hands and uses the toilet with growing independence. Handles books carefully; enjoys stories and rhymes. Explores counting through songs and play; sorts objects by colour, shape and size.
Term 1 – 3 year old
Separates from carer with growing confidence. Forms positive relationships with children and adults. Becomes familiar with the learning environment. Begins to follow routines with support. Learns early play and turn-taking skills. Starts to request needs verbally or non-verbally. Develops early self-care skills. Listens and attends with support. Explores patterns in play. Enjoys and engages with stories. Shows interest in making marks.
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