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Understanding the World (UW) Overview – Nursery & Reception
 At Kelvin Grove, Understanding the World (UW) helps children make sense of their community, history, geography, and the wider world. We place a strong emphasis on language development, ensuring children gain the words to describe, question, and explain what they see, where places are, and how they change over time. Learning is built through hands-on, real experiences that make knowledge meaningful – from planting seeds and cooking to exploring technology, learning about family histories, maps, and visiting the local area.
Being eco-friendly is central to our approach; children learn how to care for their environment through daily actions like recycling, gardening, and taking part in sustainability projects. Exploring the past, present, and places around us helps children understand how life and environments change over time and how people have shaped the world we live in.

British Values – Understanding the World (UW)
· Democracy – Children make choices in investigations, topics, and group activities. For example, deciding what to plant in the garden or which materials to use for a project.
· Rule of Law – Children follow simple rules during experiments, outdoor learning, and classroom routines, understanding why rules are important for safety and fairness.
· Individual Liberty – Children are encouraged to explore ideas, ask questions, and choose activities independently, developing confidence and curiosity.
· Mutual Respect – Children listen to each other’s ideas, work collaboratively, and value the contributions of peers during group investigations and projects.
· Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs – Children explore diverse cultures, traditions, and communities through stories, celebrations, and real-world experiences, learning to respect similarities and differences.
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	Linked to KS1
	Nursery – Foundations
	Reception – Progression

	History
	Talk about family and personal experiences. Begin to notice changes over time.
	Sequence events, compare past/present, talk about similarities and differences.

	Geography
	Notice features of the immediate environment (school, home, local area). Begin to use simple positional language (up, down, near, far).
	Explore maps and globes, name simple features (river, hill, road, park). Talk about differences between places, weather, and environments.

	Science
	Explore senses, animals, plants, and the natural world. Notice seasonal changes.
	Predict, observe, and describe changes. Begin to explain patterns (growth, lifecycles, materials).

	ICT
	Explore technology in play (toys, buttons, switches). Recognise technology around them.
	Use digital tools with purpose (simple programs, taking photos, searching safely).

	Eco-friendly at Kelvin Grove
	Care for plants in the garden, recycle in class, learn about looking after our environment.
	Take responsibility for eco-projects (e.g. gardening, litter-picking, recycling monitors). Understand why caring for the planet matters.

	Hands-on, real experiences
	Daily outdoor exploration, cooking, planting, sensory play, visits around school.
	Wider experiences – trips in the community, growing food, simple investigations, using real tools and digital devices.





[image: ]


Language Development – Vocabulary Progression (YN to YR)
This table shows specific vocabulary progression from Nursery (YN) to Reception (YR) in Understanding the World (UW) and across learning. Words are introduced through stories, play, hands-on experiences, and eco-friendly projects at Kelvin Grove.
	Area
	Nursery (YN) – Early Words
	Reception (YR) – Progression Words

	History / Time
	now, today, yesterday, tomorrow, baby, birthday, old, new
	past, present, future, change, memory, timeline, younger, older

	Geography / Place
	home, school, park, road, up, down, near, far
	map, globe, country, city, river, hill, weather, travel, journey

	Science / Nature
	hot, cold, big, small, grow, rain, sun, moon, leaf, animal, water
	predict, observe, compare, lifecycle, melting, solid, liquid, habitat, seasons, environment

	ICT / Technology
	on, off, button, click, phone, TV, light, computer, camera
	program, search, keyboard, screen, tablet, digital, photograph, internet, control

	Eco-friendly / Environment
	garden, tree, plant, bin, rubbish, recycle, water, earth
	pollution, recycle, reduce, reuse, energy, planet, environment, climate, litter, compost

	Hands-on Experiences
	cook, mix, taste, dig, build, play, look, feel
	investigate, design, experiment, measure, record, create, explore, tool, equipment

	Storytelling / Language
	story, book, page, picture, once upon a time, big, little
	character, setting, beginning, middle, end, retell, explain, describe, because, next
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[bookmark: _Hlk209354403]Feeding into Key Stage 1 (KS1)
Language
· In Nursery and Reception, children build a strong foundation of Tier 1 and Tier 2 vocabulary across topics.
· By KS1, this vocabulary is revisited, extended, and applied in reading, writing, science, history, and geography. For example, Reception children talk about a “lifecycle” and in Year 1 they record, label, and write about it in more detail.
History
· EYFS: Sequencing events and talking about personal past.
· KS1: Begin to study changes beyond living memory, significant events and people, using timelines confidently.
Geography
· EYFS: Explore their immediate environment, begin to use positional language, notice differences between places.
· KS1: Name countries, capital cities, and continents; use maps and atlases; describe weather, landscapes, and environments in more detail.

Science
· EYFS: Observe, describe, and predict changes (plants, animals, materials).
· KS1: Use those skills to carry out structured investigations, record findings, and use scientific vocabulary to explain results.
ICT / Computing
· EYFS: Exploring technology, using simple digital tools with purpose.
· KS1: Build on this to learn about algorithms, coding, and safe use of digital devices.
Eco-friendly and Sustainability
· EYFS: Daily routines include recycling, gardening, and caring for the environment.
· KS1: This extends into structured geography and science topics (e.g. climate, materials, habitats) and eco projects with greater independence and responsibility.
Hands-on Experiences
· EYFS: Cooking, planting, role-play, local visits.
· KS1: Apply these experiences in more formal contexts — e.g. cooking links to measuring in maths, trips link to history/geography knowledge, gardening links to scientific enquiry.
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