
Skills for People

Family Advice and Support Team Newsletter  

Supporting Families of  
Children with Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities in 
Newcastle upon Tyne  

March’s Easter half term
edition

Find out what inclusive
activities and HAF events

are on for families and
children in half term.

Upcoming training events and
workshops for parent carers.

Pass it on Parents
parent carer meet ups 

Parents pamper event with

pass it on parents



 Parent Carer meet up with

Pass it on Parents

Come along to find out useful information from our

Pass it on Parents team or come if you just fancy a

chat and a cuppa. We can offer advice on grants,

activities, events and more.

Dates and Locations:

For parents/carers of children and young people 

 with additional needs and disabilities.

Tuesday 26th March, 10:00am- 11:30am.

Location: Hadrian School, Bertram Crescent,

Newcastle, NE15 6YP.

Open to all parent carers, your child does not have to

attend the school to come along

Wednesday 27th March, 10:30am - 12:00pm 

Location: Sir Charles Parsons school, Westbourne Avenue,

Walker, NE6 4ED.

Open to all parent carers, your child does not have to attend

the school to come along



For any queries please contact

our office at Skills for People on:

0191 281 8737

or email:  

info@skillsforpeople.org.uk

We also have a Parent

Carer peer support group

on Facebook. 

Please scan the QR code  

to visit the page.

Tuesday 16th April - Parents pamper

event, 10:30am - 12:30 pm. 

Please call or email us at Skills for People

to book a space.

Location: FAR Centre, Acanthus Avenue,

Fenham, NE4 9YD. 

Wednesday 17th April, 10:30am- 12:00pm

Location: St Martins Centre, Roman Avenue,

Walker, NE6 2RJ.

 Tuesday 23rd April, 10:30- 12:30pm.

Location: Skills for People, 4 Glendale Terrace, Byker, NE6

1PB.

Please note this is a grant funding session and a time slot

booking is required. Please contact admin on the number

below to book a slot. 

Tuesday 30th April, 10:00am- 11:30am.

Location: Hadrian School, Bertram Crescent,

Newcastle, NE15 6YP.

Open to all parent carers, your child does not have to

attend the school to come along

https://www.google.com/search?q=skills+for+people&rlz=1C1CHBD_en-GBGB1042GB1042&oq=ski&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggBEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg5MgYIARBFGDsyEAgCEC4YxwEYsQMY0QMYgAQyDQgDEC4YgwEYsQMYgAQyCggEEC4YsQMYgAQyEwgFEC4YgwEYxwEYsQMY0QMYgAQyDQgGEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQyEAgHEC4YgwEYsQMYgAQYigUyDQgIEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQyBwgJEAAYjwLSAQkyMjM3ajBqMTWoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


Pass it On Parents 
Parent Carers pamper

event 
  

For Newcastle Parent Carers of
children with additional needs. 

Booking is required for this event.

Come along for a free morning of
pampering, a chance to relax, socialise

with other parent carers and some
tasty food. 

Tuesday 16th April 2024
10:30 am - 12:30 noon

Location: FAR Centre, Acanthus
Avenue, Fenham, Newcastle,

NE4 9YD.
Please contact us at Skills for People to

book a slot for this event on :
 0191 281 8737 or email  at :

information@skillsforpeople.org.uk

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsqTA0qUw3MmC0UjWoMLEwTzU3SDE3NTU1M7YwMbQyqEhNSktOtDBNTjQxtUw1STbwEizOzszJKVZIyy9SKEjNL8hJBQDCNRUh&q=skills+for+people&rlz=1C1CHBD_en-GBGB1042GB1042&oq=skills+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgAEAAYjwIyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggCEEUYQDIHCAMQABiABDINCAQQLhjHARjRAxiABDINCAUQLhivARjHARiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABNIBCTM2NDRqMGoxNagCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
mailto:information@skillsforpeople.org.uk


To book please see the link below or scan the QR code 



If you have received funding from the

Access Fund in the past, please take

one minute to complete this survey.

 We need your feedback to ensure the

funding continues from the Local

Authority. Thank you.

The Access Fund seeks to support

children and young people to take part

in inclusive activities alongside their

non-disabled peers. This fund supports

activities which will make a positive

difference to the child over a 12 month

period. 

Please see the survey link below





Byker East End Pool's Best Spring Ever 2024

 (must book!)

Each event lasts 2 hours (1 hour pool time with

inflatables/Slides & 1 hour in the café area where we will

be providing the hot food)

All children will need to be supported by an adult, who

will need to be in the water with them. The children can

attend with carers and support staff instead of their

family if they prefer.

To complete bookings for the SEND sessions please

email paul.gates@gll.org

All other bookings must be made by calling into East

End Pool to complete the T/Cs for the session. (Max of

4 spaces per family/One booking per family)

Hot drinks/snacks will also be provided after each

session.

Dates & times for the sessions;

Wednesday 3rd April - 10am - 12pm

Wednesday 3rd April - 12pm - 2pm

Wednesday 10th April - 10am - 12pm

Wednesday 10th April - 12pm - 2pm (SEND only)

www.newcastlesupportdirectory.org.uk/east-end-pools-

best-spring-ever-2024



Accessibility

We want as many people to be able to access Newcastle

Puppetry Festival as possible. The 2024 programme includes

non-verbal shows, live-captioned shows, early years shows

and many, many free events. All venues are accessible for

wheelchair users. Make sure to check out the Accessible

Shows Pack, which highlights events that are particularly

inclusive in the programme. 

You can find the pack on our website here:

www.movingpartsarts.com/yourvisit 

The 5th edition of Newcastle Puppetry Festival will run from the

30th of March - 7th April 2024. Spanning 9 days at indoor and

outdoor venues across the city, the 2024 programme presents

shows, workshops, talks and films for adults, kids, teens and

families. With many free events and ticketed shows ranging from

£4 - £12 there is something for everyone. Make sure to check

out free events Beasts on the Street, Puppet Valley, Puppetry

on the Green and the City of Kittiwakes Parade!

For more information and to book events please see the link

below:

https://www.movingpartsarts.com/yourvisit?fbclid=IwAR2pksoawpOYMMAgx_AP4tpwL4rMbcG1jWoFBCo78L4se5aj-qcvHMY0cTs


Kenton Park sport centre Easter activities for children

and young people. 

Kenton Park Sports Centre, Anfield Road,

North Kenton, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3LL

For more information and to book please see the contact

information below:

website: kentonparksportscentre.co.uk/online-booking/

Call: 07592 363 131

Please note this not a SEND specific event, please

contact the centre to discuss any concerns or

requirements for your child.



FREE Woodland Wellbeing sessions for adults . Please book in advance via

clairem@sncg.org.uk, leanne@sncg.org.uk or by phoning 0191 275 0000.

See you there!

Scotswood Garden is based in the grounds of the John Marley Centre in

Scotswood. There is car parking available at the Centre.

Instead, search John Marley Centre, Muscott Grove, Off Whickham View,

NE15 6TU.





Free Easter activities at

the Alan Shearer

Activity Centre 

The Alan Shearer Activity Centre is a specialist recreational,

sensory and social centre for disabled people of all ages and

caters to a wide spectrum of need. Funded entirely by The Alan

Shearer Foundation, all of our activities are completely free of

charge for disabled children and adults, their families, friends,

schools and groups.

https://www.alanshearerfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.alanshearerfoundation.org.uk/


Half- term activities at

the Alan Shearer centre 

For more information please

contact the centre on: 0191 267

8118

 or visit their website:

alanshearercentre.org.uk

Location: The Alan Shearer Centre

West Denton Close

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE15 7LU



Barnardo's @ Byker Sands Best Spring Ever 2024

Thursday 4th April

Thursday 11th April 

All sessions are at Byker Sands from 10 - 2pm and suitable for

children aged 5 and older. Free to attend and lunch is included. 

Parents can drop their children off at the beginning of the session

and return to pick them up at the end.

Sessions will focus on building confidence, making friends, learning

new skills, keeping active and will include loads of activities such as

dance, drama, storytelling, makaton, circus skills, yoga, food

activities, boxing, music, outdoor play, dressing up and so much

more!

To book, ask at Byker Sands Centre Reception, ring 0191 276 9636,

message us on Facebook 'Children and Families Newcastle East' or

Whatsapp us on 07871 577426

This is a warm, caring and kind place to be because:

we offer small group work and activities, 

parents/carers are welcome to have a pre-visit and to discuss

individual needs prior to the activities

parents/carers can stay with their child for the first hour of the

session,

we have experienced staff supporting these sessions and we

have provided similar activities for a number of years. Our staff

will happily answer any questions before signing up so you are

aware of the offer.

Email:

sarah.steel@barnardos.org.uk

Please note this not a SEND specific event, please contact the centre

to discuss any concerns or requirements for your child.

https://www.facebook.com/people/Children-and-Families-Newcastle-East/100064620375076/
mailto:sarah.steel@barnardos.org.uk


Please note this not a SEND specific event, please contact the

centre to discuss any concerns or requirements for your child.





Please note this not a SEND specific event, please contact the

centre to discuss any concerns or requirements for your child.



Daydream Cinema Day is on Thursday 4th April at Gosforth Civic Theatre.

Everyone is welcome to attend.This event is stim and tic-friendly. It is designed to be a relaxed and

inclusive experience for disabled and neurodivergent audiences, their family, friends and

supporters. It is open to anyone who is accepting of audiences with a range of access requirements.

Enjoy films in a welcoming and supportive community atmosphere. We can’t wait to see you there!

There will be a feature film, a documentary, a family friendly screening, and lots of great short films

by neurodivergent and disabled creatives. 

There are 4 film screenings you can attend:

10am - The Very Hungry Caterpillar (U)

1am - Neurodivergent Short Film Programme (recommended age 12+ to adult)

1pm - Beacon Films Cinema Society Presents: Ghostbusters (12a) + Presentation

3:30pm - Not A Horror Story + The Puppet Asylum + Horror Shorts (15)

You can find out more about the event and each film screening, and book tickets through our

website: www.daydreamcinema.co.uk

All of the screenings have a Pay What You Can On The Day option - this means you pay nothing

when you book and and then you can make a donation on the day if you are able to. We do not want

cost to be a barrier for audiences to attend screenings, so please don't worry if you are not able to

pay at this time.



Please see below the booking process for all our activities!

Please note all our activities require you to stay with your child and

you are responsible for them for the duration of the session.

Siblings are always welcome.

We will always aim to have a dedicated quiet zone/regulation area

where possible.

If you need any further information on an event regarding suitability

and accessability  for you child, please just get in touch, we are

happy to help.

email: thesenspace@gmail.com 







To find out more about Best Ever-  Holiday Activity and Food

programme please visit  Newcastle’s support directory. 

Newcastle’s Best Holiday Ever is a programme funded by the

Department for Education. It is designed for families in Newcastle to

help children, young people and their parents have fulfilling, active,

fun-filled and healthy school holidays. Part of the Holiday Activities

and Food Programmes, Newcastle’s Best Holiday Ever has been

running since 2019. We are really excited to continue to bring it to you

and your family!

To be guaranteed access to Holiday Activity and Food Programme

clubs, participants must be aged 4-16 and eligible to receive benefits-

related Free School Meals. 

or please see other eligibility criteria online. 

 www.newcastlesupportdirectory.org.uk/best-ever-holiday-activities-and-

food-haf-programme

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/help-school-and-learning-costs/apply-free-school-meals




The Toby Henderson Trust are running this

'understanding autism' webinar again on Monday

15th April at 9.30am-11am via Zoom.

They cover key areas and dispel common everyday

myths using a range of materials and drawing on

lived experience from autistic individuals.

To book a space please visit the link below:



The Toby Henderson Trust are running a webinar via

Zoom on Tuesday 26th March 2024 at 9.30 -11.30

am. 

It is presented by child and adolescent

psychotherapist Carolyn Morgan, and is for families

who have an autistic child or young person

undergoing the diagnostic pathway. 

 This webinar will look at teenage behaviours, their

wants and needs, ways to support service users and

how mental health needs can be addressed

effectively.

To book please see the link below 



Our Family Advice and Support team at Skills for People

will be attending this fantastic event. 

NECANN are holding a Marketplace Event for families who have

children with additional needs.

This is on Wednesday the 3rd of April 10am - 2pm at 

Hadrian School, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE15 6PY

Sign up FREE on the link below: 

Proudly sponsored by by Irwin Mitchell

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2181908865480607/user/100063664355226/?__cft__[0]=AZUYInn6v7elc028r-Qu38wEHsSd03RtgUbsJ8r2V1l6q3Z_LCH9ggSGt6kZSgBNK5IH_n2qo0oOksSGgOcALTz9ro_MfEYSItHC0DcglVx0ZPVImXdOTQmaaSqkMWC8m3QzZTbZjLon7UyfahsM9IyQHOSMSQeDd_a93jmqIqsCsQMXexZYYbcGRercGqriCX5npwYMg7XRvZdzEtEorx8h7fk40HPlODTZW1GJlPHZVA&__tn__=-]K-y-R




Save the Date: 19th April 2024

 12.00pm - 3.00pm

 Lunch provided!

Ouseburn Farm isn’t just a thriving city farm. As lots of you

know, we offer a care farming provision for adults with

additional needs.

 Are you a parent / carer of someone who you think might

benefit from our programme?

 Are you a referral agent who may want to refer someone to

our farm?

 Are you someone who may like to volunteer with our lovely

placements?

Then come and join us for our Placement Open Day on the

19th of April! See the wonderful work our placements do, find

out the many benefits of our care farming provision, and

speak to the staff and volunteers that are at the heart of this

programme.

Email andrea.haynes@ouseburnfarm.org.uk to RSVP!





Skills for People
Family Advice and Support Team Newsletter  

Skills for People 
4 Glendale Terrace 
Byker 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE6 1PB 
Telephone: 0191 281 8737 

Email:information@skillsforpeople.org.uk 

Website: www.skillsforpeople.org.uk 

Facebook:facebook.com/skillsforpeople

Twitter: @skillsforpeople

Facebook:@familyadviceskillsforpeople

Facebook:Pass it on Parents Newcastle

Twitter: @passitonparents

Instagram: passitonparents

Skills for People is an independent organisation, a
company limited by guarantee registered in

England under no. 3487635 and is a registered
charity no. 1069993

If you need any further information, advice or support from

our team, please get in contact with us.

How to get in touch

If you would like a PDF copy of this e-

bulletin please email Amy at

Amy.mclackland@skillsforpeople.org.uk


