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PBL Project Newsletters

Therapy Corner

It’s been a busy few weeks at Gesher since 
we returned. Students have settled back 
into school after the holidays and started 
working on their summer projects. This 
term, these are focussing on community 
and social change from years 5-9, and 
seasons and habitats in the rest of the 
primary phase. Our Project Newsletters are 
user-friendly accessible documents shared 
with the parent and wider community to 
showcase all the hard work and effort the 
students put in throughout the project 
process. Following feedback from our 
parent community last term, we looked to 
make some changes to these newsletters 
to ensure parents could identify tangible 
learning goals and outcomes. Our Project 
Newsletters will now showcase Project 
Learning Goals and Assessed Deliverables, 
providing further details of what content 

and skills students develop through the 
project. Furthermore, we have ensured 
Real World Experiences include all trips 
and career links that are explored as 
we feel these are critical to ensure the

transference of skills especially in the 
secondary phase. Take a look at our Project 
Newsletters for the summer term here: 
https://gesherschool.com/school-life/projects/

We are very fortunate at Gesher to 
have two therapy dogs that visit us 
weekly - Toby and Puplinda. Whilst 
Toby is supported by his owner, 
Puplinda works with Mr Chris who 
is also trained in Animal Assisted 
Therapy. Both therapy dogs support 
our students in several ways, from 
general wellbeing support for our 
anxious children to helping develop 
resilience and positive relationships 
with kids who are unfamiliar 
with animals. They are both very 
highly valued members of the 
school community, and we hope 
to continue to expand the animal 
members of our therapy team as 
the school gets bigger in the future.

Kodesh Corner
During the 7 weeks between Pesach 
(Passover) and Shavuot (Receiving 
the Torah), we have an opportunity 
to emulate the spiritual journey that 
the Israelites took when coming out 
of Egypt. After being enslaved for 
300 years, Hashem gave them an 
opportunity to develop themselves, 
their character, their actions, their 
behaviour, their treatment of others, 
their language, their identity, and

their trust before they were able 
to receive Hashem’s greatest gift - 
the Torah. Every year, we have an 
opportunity to reassess who we are, 
our actions, our thoughts, and our 
behaviours, and see if we are becoming 
the type of positive person we promised 
to become 6 months ago between Rosh 
Hashanah (Jewish New Year) and Yom 
Kippur (Day of Atonement), and if we 
will be able to elevate ourselves enough, 
we might just be able to re-establish 
our commitment to Hashem and his 
commandments. Shabbat Shalom.

Geography, Science, English, DT & Art Focus

Gefen and Rimon are learning about three main biomes and the animals that live there. We are focusing on 
the ocean (linking from our previous climate change project), the desert (specifically the Egyptian desert) and 
our local habitat. We will be exploring what the habitats need for the animals to not just survive, but thrive 
in their homes. 

What do animals need to not just survive, 
but thrive in their unique habitat? Time Frame: 9 weeks

• Creating a film of one of the habitats
• Trip to the London Aquarium
• The stuffed animal museum  
• Exploration and talk with local   
 wildlife worker

Real-World
Experiences

Big Question
Assessed Deliverables

Project Description

• Writing a narrative piece or creating  
 a brochure in Canva
• A fact file encyclopaedia booklet with  
 various animals from the three biomes
• A shoebox habitat example and a   
 sculpture of an animal. 
• Pupils will also be creating a gallery   
 experience for their exhibition 
 showcasing their knowledge and work 

Project Learning
Goals

• Learning to pitch
• Recording audio as part of film
• Creating a factfile
• Public speaking
• Working collaboratively

• How do humans impact animals
 and their habitats?
• What are the animal groups?
• What animals live in the desert?
• What animals live in the ocean?
• How do they survive?  
• What are their features?

Driving Questions

Years 3 & 4 Project

Habitats of the World
Over the summer term, Keren will be embarking on a journey to explore how to contribute towards making a 
positive impact in our community looking mostly through an economic lens. Students will spearhead a 
letter-writing campaign to community leaders whereby they will be requesting and suggesting solutions using 
statistical data to support their arguments. Through a variety of technological mediums, students will develop 
their communication, presentation and research skills before presenting their arguments and building towards a 
simulation room in which the audience will experience a utopic society paralleled next to a dystopic premonition 
of what our future could look like if we do not start on this path towards positive change. The students are thrilled 
to be playing an active part in creating a brighter future for themselves! 

English, Maths, Life Skills. PSHE & ICT Focus

How can we make a positive difference 
in our community that creates change?

Time Frame: 8 weeks

• Trip to a post office
• Community clean up project
• Guest speakers (activists) 
• On-site camping experience

Real-World
Experiences

Big Question

Assessed Deliverables

Project Description

• Creating a secondary-wide newspaper 
• Creating a multimedia call to action using  
 our Wolfson Makerspace
• Creating 3D models to demonstrate a  
 simulation world

Project Learning Goals

• Research and filtering information
• Designing cause and effect within the environment
• Data analysis
• Letter writing

• What does community mean to me? 
• How can I understand change in my   
 community?
• What other factors do we need to take  
 into consideration when providing solutions?
• How do economic difficulties impact my  
 community?
• What positive changes can I make in my  
 community to help my future? 

Driving Questions
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Money Makes the World Go Around
Or Does It
Year 7 Project

In Summer 1, Zayit and Seorah class will be working across the half term on the topic of 'Seasons'. Our big 
question will be 'What happens in the seasons?'. This seasonal-themed project will explore the different features 
of each season, the weather that occurs, what we should wear in each season and the changes that take place 
in our environment all around us. Each week we will focus on a different season. We will begin by assessing the 
children's prior knowledge of what they know about Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter by mind mapping 
their ideas about the features of each season. Throughout the week we will be doing different seasonal sessions 
such as themed messy play, choosing the right clothes to wear for each season, seasonal-themed maths and 
seasonal-themed poetry. We will then continue adding to our mind maps throughout the week as the children's 
knowledge of the features of each season grows. Towards the end of each week, the children will individually 
choose from the mind map which seasonal features they would like to make for our whole class seasons art 
collage. We are so excited to share all the wonderful learning that we will do throughout the half term!  

Art & Literacy Focus

What happens in the seasons? 

Time Frame: 4 weeks

Because the term is so short we 
don't have any trips or workshops 
planned but there will be a garden 
centre trip planned for Summer 2 
when we do our PBL topic 'Plants'. 

Real-World
Experiences

Big Question

Assessed Deliverables

Project Description

• Whole class piece of artwork which   
 displays the children's understanding of the  
 features of each season.
• Working weekly seasons mind maps
• Labelling worksheets to identify the key  
 clothing for each season
• Seasons linked maths activities - statistics:  
 pictogram and tallying (Seorah)
• Seasons linked maths activities - addition  
 and subtraction word problems (Zayit).

Project Learning Goals

• I can identify the different features of the   
 four seasons.
• I can identify what to wear in the four seasons
• I can safely use and explore a variety of
 materials, tools and techniques, experimenting
 with colour, design, texture, form and function
• I can explore seasonal poems, stories and songs
• I can use pictograms and a tally chart to collect  
 data about the seasons (Seorah)
• I can use addition and subtraction to answer   
 seasonal word problems (Zayit)

• What weather do we experience in  
 the seasons? 
• What do I wear in each season? 
• How many seasons are there?
• What changes take place within the  
 environment in the seasons?

Driving Questions

Seasons
Years 1 & 2 Project

Secondary Project Launch Day
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