
Year 6 SATs 2026



What are the SATs? 

● SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of Key Stage 2. 

● The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 11th May ending on Thursday 14th May.

● The SATs papers consist of:

○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Monday 11th May
○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Monday 11th May
○ Reading – Tuesday 12nd May
○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Wednesday 13th May 
○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Wednesday 13th May 
○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Thursday 14th May

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 

SATs writing test. 
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When and how the SATs are completed

● The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 
● After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 
● The results are then sent to the school in July. 
● Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 
minutes

○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – approx. 15 minutes
○ Reading – 60 minutes 
○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
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Specific arrangements for SATs

Children with additional needs (who have similar support as part of day-to-day learning in school) 
may be allotted specific arrangements, including:

● Additional time;
● Tests being opened early to be modified;
● An adult to scribe (write) for them;
● An adult to read for them (not in the reading test);
● The use of prompts or rest breaks;
● Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests. 

We will inform you in the coming days if your child is entitled to any access arrangements.

If entitled, your child will receive specific arrangements!
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The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:
● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
● A scaled score;
● A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score. Even 
though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be different. This 
means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an accurate comparison of 
performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 
A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 11th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling). The paper lasts for 
45 minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, although this is 
not a set amount of time
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children have been working hard developing and securing their knowledge of the technical 
vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:
● Grammatical terms/ word classes;
● Functions of sentences;
● Combining words, phrases and clauses;
● Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
● Punctuation;
● Vocabulary;
● Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 

Questions can be read aloud. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions: 
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✓

e.g. Although, while

e.g. Over two thousand years ago, Britain was 
invaded by the Romans.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  
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Reading: Tuesday 12th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading 
material meets the National Standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. These 
could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas:

● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole; 
● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
● Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:
Based on text 2: Bats Under the Bridge
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Reading 

Example questions:
3 mark question
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Reading 

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a tendency for three 
types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the 2025 Reading SATs paper,

● Saw a record high for inference questions, making up nearly half the paper, while retrieval 
questions dropped to 30%.

● Success relied on a fluent understanding of advanced vocabulary (e.g., intriguing, anticipation, 
reluctantly) and the ability to match synonyms between questions and text.

● To achieve the expected standard (EXS), pupils historically need ~50% (range: 48-58%). For 
Greater Depth (GDS), they need 76-82%, meaning they can only drop 9-12 marks across the 
entire paper.

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions:
- What does this word mean? 
- Which word in this paragraph is the closest in meaning to…?
- What [character] doing when [event] happened?
- True or false questions about a paragraph/ text.
- Why do you [character] did [event]? Can you think of another reason? 14



Maths: Wednesday 13th May and Thursday 14th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Wednesday 13th May

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Wednesday 13th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 15th May
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including order 
of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with decimals and 
fractions. 

Example questions: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 

17

7.800
+ 6.958.
14.758 

1 14.758

Mental method: 
Count on from 795 to 801

6

48 ÷ 6 = 8
70 + 8 = 78

78

5
8 = 

10
16

10
16 + 

3
16 = 

13
16 13
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 13th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 14th May. 
These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well as 
their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of 
mathematical topics from key stage 2 including:

● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
● The four operations;
● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
● Statistics;
● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
● Algebra;
● Ratio and proportion;
● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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6   2

24,400



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

● Be positive! SATs are just part and parcel of primary school life. They shouldn’t be scary or something that 
keeps you awake all night (pre-SATs nerves are totally normal!)

● Everyone can achieve – it’s all about doing your best

● Don’t use past papers as they are used in school to prepare the children – 2024/25

● If you have any concerns, come talk to us 

● Basic maths skills: times tables and telling the time 

● Plenty of vitamin D! 

● Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep – breakfast club SATs week

● Relaxed environment the weekend before SATs 
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What to do if you are worried about your child

SATs often induce a certain degree of worry or anxiety which are normal feelings. 

SATs anxiety should not:
● Affect a child’s appetite
● Affect a child’s sleep
● Affect a child’s personality
● Induce panic, tears or disengagement from lessons or hobbies
● Be a reason not to attend school.

➢ Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help them 
pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure them. 

➢ Encourage your child to talk us
➢ Try not to project your own anxieties about the SATs!

Please let us know if you feel like your child is over-anxious with regards to the tests. In school, we 
‘normalise’ the tests and just encourage children to do their best. 
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Things to remember about SATs

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 
They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE…, and they certainly won’t 
highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.
Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by what 
margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national performance, so what 
was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not be the same as last year. 
Transition meetings take place with comprehensive schools and I complete teacher assessments in 
reading and maths. 

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 
In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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Post SATs – the fun stuff!

● Enrichment activities – fun and memory making

● Entrepreneur skills developed

● Project work

● Transition

● Residential 
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Year 6 Residential

June 10th – 12th 2026



Year 6 Residential
June 10TH – 12th 2026

A wide range of onsite activities, delivered by a team of qualified and 
experienced instructors.

• Archery 
• Rifles 
• Tomahawks 
• Bushcraft - Fire - Food - Shelter 
• Frisbee Golf 



Year 6 Residential
June 10th – 12th 2026

• Tree Climbing 
• High Ropes - Leap of Faith - Cargo Net
• Cave Bus 
• Orienteering 
• Pioneering 
• Team Challenges 
• Campfire (Amphitheatre)











Staff 

Mrs Wilson
Mrs Lawson
Mrs Coffey
Mr Ruddock- Works Experience

Moor House Activity Leaders



Evening Activities 

Quiz  Night   
Movie Night
Games Night
Football
Cricket
Rounders
Tuck Shop



Food 

Breakfast ; Pupils can choose from a hot or cold breakfast, including 
Cereal , Toast, Bacon ,Sausage, Hash Browns and Beans

Lunch ; Sandwiches, fruit, crisps, biscuit, cake and a drink

Evening Meal examples

Chicken Curry and Rice
Mince and Dumpings/veg
Chicken Dinner/veg
Spaghetti Bolognese/ garlic bread



Kit List 
Sleeping bag (pillows are provided but you can bring your own)

Enough clothes for 3 days to include ;
3X Trousers or leggings (comfortable clothes, you can bring shorts but you will be 
crawling in some activities)
3X T Shirts 
Hoodies/ Jumpers
3X Underwear/socks
Pyjamas
Indoor shoes or slippers and Outdoor shoes/trainers- Outdoor shoes can get muddy and 
wet – please wear old trainers 
Bin bag for dirty clothes
Towel 
Toiletries – tooth brush /toothpaste/shampoo/ shower gel/ roll on deodorant 
Sun cream  (at least factor 30)
Waterproof coat
Hat or cap 
Water bottle
Tuck shop money  £4 (sweets, crisps and a drink £2 per night)



Not Allowed

Mobile Phones
Cameras
Electronic devices – including smart watches 
Extra food
Fizzy drinks
Sweets 
Aerosol Deoderants/ Make up/Products



Medication 

All medication must be brought into school on the day 
prior to Moor House.
It should be in a zip top bag with your child's name on it , 
with dosage and times clearly indicated.



Arrangements 

• Please arrive at school with your Kit ,sleeping bag , pillow (if you 
want to bring your own) at 8.30am .

• Your child needs to bring a packed lunch for the first day and a water 
bottle. Bottles can be refilled at any time from the outdoor taps . 

• The coach  will leave at 8.45 am as we need to arrive at Moor House 
for 9.30am .

• We will arrive back at school on Friday afternoon at approx. 2.30-
3pm

• Pupils can be collected straight from the coach and go home


