
Welcome 
 

These certainly are strange times! I recall this exact 

time last year - talking to my wonderful year 11 

Chemistry class about deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). I shared 

that DNA is a molecule essential for life, encoding genetic 

instructions for the development and functioning of living organisms 

and viruses. To make this relevant to current affairs I talked to them about 

a newly discovered virus, SARS-CoV-2, and its possible origin from bat eating 

snakes in China. None of us knew at that time that this new virus that causes COVID

-19 would lead to such a dreadful pandemic that has affected all of us, and our way of 

living. Roll on a year and we now have school staff trained in seven different roles to deliver 

lateral flow coronavirus testing in our school gym, now converted to a test site. My Science 

lessons are now taught from my office using a laptop, webcam, visualiser, Pear Deck and Google Meet 

breakout rooms to my new year 11 class sitting at home in their living room or kitchen. It has been a 

remarkable transformation for all of us in a year. 

 

With only nine days of working in such a different way to the first lockdown I must commend all of our students, staff and 

you as parents and carers for how amazingly well you have adapted. I am so proud of our teaching staff who have 

adapted to teaching a majority of their lessons remotely ‘live’, and our support staff for enabling this. This change has 

been really challenging; involving new planning, resourcing, and a different pedagogical approach. Our aim remains to 

keep the key elements of effective teaching present – for example clear explanations, scaffolding and feedback which 

research states is more important than how or when they are provided. The research also states that the combination of 

technology and collaborative tools (such as google slides and docs) with face to face interaction has a large positive 

impact on learning. Our aim at Bosworth Academy is to ensure we have those important elements in place so that our 

students are not disadvantaged through this challenging period. 

 

Our students too have been simply incredible. Attendance, and more importantly full engagement in lessons has been 

excellent. With an average of 95% (not accounting for illness) present in ‘live’ lessons we thank parents for supporting their 

child and getting them out of bed and to their tutor period for 8.40am. We have already surveyed students for feedback to 

look at how we can improve their learning experience and will soon share a feedback form with parents and carers too. 

We will continue to adjust our approach next week, building in more 

independent learning activities during lessons (away from the screen), as well 

as building in a short time between lessons. I would also like to encourage 

parents to talk to your child about working in a communal area of the home 

wherever possible (wearing headphones), so that learning is more visible, and 

preferably not in bedrooms, unless there is a deskspace there. 

 

Finally as cases of coronavirus increase around our region, please reinforce 

with your child the importance of continuing to follow government guidance to 

stay at home, only leaving for those 

essential reasons. Let’s conclude by 

recognising how all of us are transforming the way we live and work, and in particular 

the care profession. As the world’s most famous nurse Florence Nightingale, said, “I 

attribute my success to this; I never gave or took an excuse.” It’s too easy during 

these strange times to make excuses when we encounter difficulties and give up, 

let’s all face those new encounters, like remote learning bravely, and we too can all 

achieve great things. 

 

Stay safe, 

Mr. Brown, Headteacher 

Great things 

are done by a 

series of small 

things brought 

together. 

Van Gogh 



Rapid coronavirus 

(COVID-19) testing in 

school  
  

We have now received lateral flow device test kits in 

school, set up our testing centre, trained staff 

and have started coronavirus testing! Rapid testing 

helps identify those asymptomatic cases that might 

otherwise not be detected, causing the virus to spread 

further. Routine testing at Bosworth Academy will give 

all of our students and staff the reassurance that the 

school is a safe environment for them to work and 

study. Ideally we would like to have everyone in school 

tested regularly for 

the peace of mind of 

everyone at 

Bosworth.  

 

The testing process 

is smooth and 

should have minimal 

impact on teaching 

and learning, so if 

your child is currently in school we would really like 

them to be tested regularly. We will be testing 

vulnerable children and children of critical workers who 

are in school (two tests, three to five days apart) with 

weekly testing of staff who are on site. As long as their 

results are negative, they will be able to continue to 

access school as usual. If your child is in school 

please ensure that you have completed and returned 

the consent form which has been sent to you to 

enable them to be tested. 

 

Mrs Holdback, Assistant Head 

 

 

Beautiful Work Gallery 
 

Our first winner of the beautiful work prize is Dhilan in year 8 

Graphic Design. His work obviously demonstrates one of our 

6Cs - namely creativity. A £10 voucher is on its way Dhilan - 

very well done! There are plenty more prizes to be had though 

folks so keep doing great work in your lessons and you could 

be next! 

 

Mr. Claricoates, Assistant Head 

Physical Activity during lockdown 
 

As we are now one working week into the new lockdown restrictions I hope that 

people are beginning to get to grips with the whole situation. As many students, 

staff and parents are now working from home I wanted to share what we are 

offering as part of our core PE plan and encourage all to get involved. The nature 

of working from home vastly reduces how much we move about between 

lessons and tasks so please watch this video to see why we are doing what we 

are doing and hopefully inspire you to get active each day. For a daily plan you 

can also see the HBSSPAN's activity planner for ideas. 

 

Click here for video link 

 

Mr Grest, Curriculum Leader; Physical Education 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/113H2cI3slqL2UEH5izF-ABB_-mQSsGV9/view?usp=sharing


Bosworth Bake Off 

Christmas Special 
 

Following the huge success of the Bosworth Bake Off, 

during Lockdown 1, we decided to run a one off 

“Christmas Special” over the Christmas holidays. The 

competition was open to students in all year groups, staff 

and families within our Bosworth community. The entry 

level was really high with lots of Gingerbread creations 

and Chocolate Yule Logs! The standard of decoration 

skills was very impressive. It was great to see so many 

entries from families, not just individual students. There will 

be other Bosworth Bake Off Season Specials coming up, 

so keep an eye out for them. All the winners will receive 

house points for their efforts. Well done everybody that 

entered. 

Keep baking and stay safe. Link to the winners Gallery….. 

Bosworth Bake Off!! Winners Gallery!! Christmas Special!! 

Mrs Brockhouse, Curriculum Leader ADT 

 

 

 

 

Best presented dish - 

Winner -  

Dylan Mistry, Year 8 with 

his Mum and 10 year old 

sister Alesha, made 

Winter Wonderland 

Cookies.  

 

 

 

KS4 - Winner -  

Roxanne Mutton, Year 

9, along with her Mum, 

Dad and 10 year old 

sister, made a 

Gingerbread Street. 

They decorated a 

house each! 

 

 

 

 

Bosworth Star Baker -   

Lilia Cartledge-Splitt, 

Year 8, made these 

beautiful Fondant Fancy 

presents. 

What is happening with 

GCSE and A Levels? 
 

Year 11, 12 and 13 engagement in lessons over the last 

fortnight has been fantastic with superb work submitted 

across all subjects. Whilst we do not yet know what we will 

be asked to use to form the Centre/Teacher Assessed 

Grade, we do know that all the work students are 

continuing to complete will stand them in good stead.  

 

At the moment we await further advice from Ofqual and the 

DfE about possible externally set ‘mini internal 

assessments’ that years 11, 12 and 13 may have to 

complete when they are back in school.  You may have 

read in the news that the government and exam regulator 

Ofqual are currently  consulting on what the teacher 

assessment scheme will look like; however, nothing is yet in 

place and schools have not received any guidance at all 

about this. On Wednesday evening Mr Williamson said: “A 

breadth of evidence should inform teachers’ judgments, 

and the provision of training and guidance will support 

teachers to reach their assessment of a student’s deserved 

grade.” Of course, all of this also depends on when 

students are allowed to return to school.  

 

Whilst this lack of certainty must be a worry for both 

parents and students, we ask that all year groups continue 

to join their lessons and continue to develop their 

knowledge in each subject as this will certainly be beneficial 

for all when they return to school. We will, of course, 

update both students and parents when we know anything 

further.  

 

Miss Baxter, Deputy Head 

Great things are done by a  

series of small things brought together. 

Van Gogh 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uKS45FjG2hlqGqNQY9IFi6y_mC9j8SgyJ1Q6LuTcqpc/edit#slide=id.g7f65ccd3cb_0_41


 

 

Critical Worker Places 
 

This week schools have been written to by the Strategic 

Coordination Group for COVID and winter response, which 

includes the Chief Constable for Leicestershire Police. 

 

As partners across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, 

they are managing the local response to the COVID 

pandemic. Over the last week they have considered the 

support that schools need to ensure their continued safe 

operation both in buildings and remotely. This work has 

been carried out by our Education Cell which represents 

the children’s services leads for Leicester, Leicestershire 

and Rutland as well as schools, colleges and universities. 

A key risk has been that there are too many requests for 

places in schools, particularly primaries and that the 

eligibility criteria remains unprioritised.  If the school 

becomes unsafe due to the number of critical workers 

requesting additional places then we will need to introduce 

a prioritised order. Presently we have not needed to 

implement this at Bosworth Academy but may need to in 

future weeks. If that is the case then we will write to 

parents. 

 

Mr. Brown, Headteacher 

Super Curriculum 
 

Here at Bosworth Academy we strive to incorporate the 

6 Cs within our teaching, both in and out of the 

classroom. Collaboration, citizenship, communication, 

critical thinking, creativity and character are the 

attributes we want our students to develop and improve 

throughout their time here at school. We recognise that 

not all learning takes place inside the classroom and 

with that in mind we have created a curriculum that will 

take our students’ learning further. Each subject in 

school are working on creating a Super Curriculum that 

should inspire the students to want to know more and 

push themselves in an independent manner. These 

booklets that have been created include links to 

websites, suggested videos to watch, creative tasks to 

work on or engaging questions to get our students 

thinking. They also include a book and film list of 

suggested titles for the students to read and watch in 

order to develop their knowledge further. We want to 

inspire our students to come to their lessons with 

knowledge they can share and to feel empowered to 

ask questions and to try to find out their own answers. 

 

This is a work in progress so each department is adding 

to the collection of stretch and challenge tasks over this 

half term.  

 

Ms Mills, Leader of Stretch and Challenge 

Fantastic Key Stage 4 

Engagement 
 

Well done Key Stage 4 on all of your amazing engagement 

so far in remote learning. We have really enjoyed teaching 

you and seeing you, even if it is mainly on a computer 

screen! Your teachers have been so impressed in your 

engagement so far. Remember to keep in touch with your 

class teachers and tutors if you need any additional help, 

or you have any issues or concerns. We are still here to 

help! 

 

A message to our year 11s 

 

I wanted to congratulate our year 11s on their courage 

resilience and determination this year. So many of your 

teachers have told me how hard you are working and how 

impressed they are with you. I know that lockdown 3.0 

and the announcement that summer exams would not 

take place will have been a hard message to hear and I 

have spoken to a few students who have told me it has 

affected their motivation. This is entirely understandable as 

we are unclear about how you will be assessed and 

awarded your GCSE grades. However, please remember 

that your hard work and classwork will be recognised and 

they will contribute to your GCSE grade. Please use this 

thought to keep yourself motivated and engaged in your 

learning. You are all doing fantastic so please continue to 

do your best during these hard couple of months, Re-

member your tutor, Head of Year and Assistant Head of 

Year are here if you need support. 

 

Mrs Harbour, Assistant Head KS4 

Fun Stuff 
 

The "Fun Stuff" ideas were well received during the first 

lockdown. Schoolwork is only part of a great education! It 

is important that we all keep active, get creative and flex 

that learning!  We encourage students to also look after 

their well-being by engaging with some of the activities in 

the linked document.  This document will be updated and 

added to regularly. 

Link for Fun Stuff is here. 

Mrs. Koncarevic, Director of Learning 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1laQwbi8GnA9Cm3dN23179wkZaYx3KEizbFIZoRF23Uw/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Student Voice - We 

asked and our students 

said… 
 

An overwhelming majority of our students - 82%, in fact -

have told us that remote lessons are providing a positive 

learning experience for them, which is something teachers 

will be pleased to know.  It is a real testament to the 

character, resilience and confidence of Bosworth students 

that they have been able to adapt and embrace this new 

way of learning, which is different to their experience in the 

Summer term, during the first lockdown. We must also 

thank those at home for your support in ensuring students 

are up and ready to learn every single day. 

 

Where students weren’t as positive, it was largely a result 

of wifi and connection issues, equipment failures and the 

recognition that ‘it’s not as good as being in school’. 
Despite this, attendance in lessons has been extremely 

high, which means that our students are not missing out 

on valuable learning and will make a smooth and 

successful transition back into school as soon as we are 

allowed. 

 

When students were asked if there were any subjects that 

were getting the learning ‘just right’, there was a mixture of 

responses praising a variety of subjects: 

 

“Spanish...because they do live lessons 

from start to finish with some independent 

tasks.  We then go through it as a class.” 

 

“Computing is quite good - Mr Dolinski has little 

"breakout rooms" so that we can either work in 

silence, work with others and discuss/help one 

another or get help from him.” 

 
“Physics - Mrs Coulson. She makes the 

lessons fun and engaging.” 

 

“English is like an actual lesson in 

school.” 

 

“Art tell us what to do first on google meet then 

we are allowed to leave and get on with it 

independently.” 

 

“Biology and Chemistry - it still feels like I’m in school 

in terms of the teaching quality and the resources we 

get.” 

“Maths - my teacher Helen Barrowcliffe has been 

really good. She uses Pear Deck at times, which 

has been good and then leaves us time to get on 

with the work independently for the last half.” 

 

“Charlotte Wilson in Geography is making the 

lessons interactive, which means that they are 

still similar to normal, making them the most 

enjoyable.” 

 

“Media because of class 

discussions.” 

 

“Sociology with Mrs G Wright -  she always checks we 

understand and helps anyway she can.” 

 

“PE...we are told the instructions in the google 

meet and then come off the call to do the work.  5 

minutes before the end of the lesson we went back 

onto the call.” 

 

“Business - using things such as interactive 
powerpoints and quizzes and setting independent 

work while also staying on the meet.” 
 

“I can’t choose one. All of my subjects 
are quite good.” 

 

We are keen to hear parents’ feedback; please can you 

complete the two minute survey here:  

https://forms.gle/AN3uiHASLFJF4fUw9 

https://forms.gle/AN3uiHASLFJF4fUw9


 

Student 

Expectations 
  

Teachers and students have 

been working really hard over 

the last two weeks and have 

enjoyed participating in online 

live lessons through Google 

Meet.  Whilst the lessons 

haven't always gone to plan, we 

are confident that our provision 

is helping students get the best 

education possible during this 

national lockdown.  What used 

to be 'unusual times' now very 

much seem to be the norm and 

we are continuing to evolve our 

practice to help students get 

the best possible outcomes. 

  

Through staff and student 

feedback, we have simplified our approach to our expectations of students during live lessons.  You can access these 

expectations by visiting our policy page on our school website or by clicking here. 

As we always do at Bosworth Academy, we will continue to review and improve our practice and work alongside our 

teachers, students and parents to secure the best outcomes for all. 

  

Please do get in touch with us if you have any concerns or questions. 

  

Mr Dolinski, Assistant Head of School 

Books to read before they hit 

your screens this year! 
 

Some exciting books are being made into movies or TV shows this year. Take a look at the link below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/december/2021-tv-shows-and-movies-the-childrens-

books-to-read-before-they-hit-your-screens/ 

Chaos walking series & Percy Jackson books are available as ebooks from our school library catalogue! 

 

Mrs. Griffiths, Librarian 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11hpGRcf07wZaLwMW0aFeEmYLDj9oFj6xLfm2SNFGrB8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/december/2021-tv-shows-and-movies-the-childrens-books-to-read-before-they-hit-your-screens/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/december/2021-tv-shows-and-movies-the-childrens-books-to-read-before-they-hit-your-screens/


A Novel Cure for 

Lockdown! 
 

At the start of a new lockdown, there has never been a 

better time to lose yourself in the pages of a good book. 

Reading takes you places. It is a great way to escape 

and relax, and to support your well-being. Research by 

Dr.David Lewis of Mindlab International suggests that 

short bursts of reading - just 6 minutes - can be as 

beneficial to the 

brain as one 

hour’s meditation, 

not to mention 

the educational 

benefits!  

 

Accelerated 

Reader 

At Bosworth, our KS3 students are expected to read 

their Accelerated Reader book (which can be fiction or 

nonfiction) for 20 minutes a day. Your support in helping 

your child to find a regular time and place will be much 

appreciated, especially at present, when routines are 

key. Even better if they could sit with someone else who 

is reading, or if they could read aloud to you. Talking 

about reading as you sign your child’s reading record is 

a wonderful way to support them. 

              

eBoooks for free 

If your child is finding it hard to concentrate on reading, 

or just wants to try something new, they could explore 

eBooks and eAudiobooks using Borrowbox, a free APP 

available through your local library. If you haven’t joined 

yet, then becoming a member has never been easier. If 

you live, work or study in Leicestershire, you can register 

online here: Join the library 

Not sure what to read?  

For a personalised recommendation, go to BookTrust 

Bookfinder or BookTrust What to Read After. Also, take 

a look at our NEW: KS4 Recommended Reading List 

and KS3 Recommended Reading List. In addition you 

will find a wealth of inspiring information, including 

details of our current eBooks, on the Academy 

homepage. Click on Accessit under The Compass 

heading. Watch out for details of myON which gives 

students access to a further thousand eBooks - details 

coming soon!  

Mrs. Starr Lead Practitioner 

Congratulations to 7JAL for regaining their victory as top 

performing tutor group in Bedrock learning for December 

and 8c/En1 for the most usage in Bedrock for the month. 

A number of students have shown progress and 

attainment in December which is fantastic! Here are the 

results:  

 

Attainment: Antoni Adamski (Year 7), Naya Baghra (Year 

7), Ewan Rushin (Year 8), Gabe Powers (Year 9) 

 

Top performers: Amelia Mysliwiec,Tanvi Vijay, Naya 

Baghra, (Year 7) Aaron Blaney (Year 8) George Cooke 

(Year 9) Awais Aslam completed the most lessons in the 

school, 50! (Year 10). 

 

Top AR students (Year 8) Euan Richardson, Connor 

Lawson and Amninder Kaur. 

 

Top AR tutor groups, in order of places, 8KHA, 8RGO 

and 8NSA 

 

Very well done to everyone, keep Bedrocking!  

 

Miss Masih, Co Literacy co-ordinator 

https://www.borrowbox.com/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/join-the-library
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/what-to-read-after/#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PlBuz0H3yVCD22ohnmc2UiBY-fvAwEtDQvvRujgb6Eo/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NNXSyH3uM5IxJf56THu4Kr4tFt5LiczWTQtXRZwyoFk/edit?usp=sharing
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Head of Year Support 
 

If you require support then please contact your 

child’s tutor or their Head of Year: 

 

Year 7 Mr. Mowbray  

dmowbray@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 8 Mrs. Wake  

vdebolster@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 9 Miss Green 

bgreen1@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 10 Mr Blackmore  

matthewb153@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 11 Ms Manning  

jmanning@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 12 Dr Stephenson 

chloes3@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Year 13 Dr Dover  

mdover@bosworthacademy.org.uk 

 

Technology Support 

If your child has any IT issues around remote 

learning then they or you should email:  

ictsupport@bosworthacademy.org.uk for sup-

port. 

Useful Tip 
In homes where devices are being shared, 

remember that the PlayStation 4 and XBox are 

another way for students to access the Google 

Classroom.  

mailto:dmowbray@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:vdebolster@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:bgreen1@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:matthewb153@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:jmanning@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:chloes3@bosworthacademy.org.uk
mailto:mdover@bosworthacademy.org.uk

